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BE MY MOTHER AND BROTHER:
RACHEL AND BIALIK

Shira Stav

This article illuminates the relationships between Rachel Bluwstein and
H.N. Bialik, two seminal Hebrew poets of early Twentieth century. The
relationship is examined through the inter-textual act and the possibilities
of discourse it opens up between generations, genders, linguistic modes
and different poetics.

Traditional literary historiography tends to describe Hebrew women’s
poetry through the fixed criteria which presupposes that poetry written by
men sets standards. By contrast, later studies (e. g. Kronfeld, Gluzman,
Tsamir, Olmert, and others) show that early Hebrew women’s poetry was
a crucial and influential force in the creation of Hebrew Modernism. Such
a perspective views Hebrew poetry — by men and women alike — as a
poetic debate that stretches along and between generations and genders,
not only within a certain generation and/or gender.

The article centers on non-linear and non-chronological links between
poets and between texts from different times, in a way that undermines
the concept of ‘origin’ in the inter-textual act, and summons new readings.
I propose to read poetic relations not only chronologically but also
backwards, reversing the historiographic look and reading from the later
to the earlier. The inter-textual dialogue between Rachel’s poem, Niv, and
Bialik’s poem, Hachnisiny tachat knafech, will serve as an example of the
way Rachel sets criteria that allow a fresh reading of Bialik.
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