
Example short form:
“Thompson Library” by Ian Freimuth 
is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Example longer form:
“Thompson Library” by Ian Friemuth (https://www.flickr.com/photos/
ifmuth/5463224466) is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic (https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/) 

Best practices for attributing a 
Creative Commons licensed work
Authors and creators use Creative Commons licenses to set terms of use for their works. This guide will demonstrate 
one term found in all Creative Commons licenses: attribution. In general, your attribution statement should include:
• Author
• Title of the work, if supplied
• Source of the work 
• Text or link to CC license under which the work is shared
• Copyright notice and disclaimer of warranties, if supplied
• Modifications made

Attribution can be made in any reasonable manner based on the medium, means, and context in which you plan 
to share the work. The elements listed above can be incorporated into the citation style for your discipline. 

For Example:
Source

Author

Title

Disclaimer: Copyright Services is not legal counsel to the University or any members of the University community. Information 
provided by Copyright Services is not legal advice.  creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0




