Public Domain Day 2025: Latin American Chamber Music and Remarks
Latin America: A Global Leader in Open Access
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Latin America is a global leader in adopting open access to scientific and scholarly journals, most of which are freely available online in full text to both readers and authors” (Alperin & Fischman, p. 18, 2015). This movement has been largely supported by regional initiatives that have expanded access to information digital libraries like SciELO (from Brazil). Since its launch in 1998, SciELO has played a pivotal role in advancing open science, providing access to journals across disciplines from over 16 countries in Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe, and South Africa. It is a valuable resource for students, researchers, scholars, and faculty, including those at Ohio State.
· Scientific Electronic Library Online (SciELO): https://www.scielo.org/en/
Beyond traditional research, the Cartonera movement has emerged in Latin America as another example of an open initiative that has inspired a global phenomenon. Led by independent publishers, editorials, artists and activists, Cartoneras use salvaged or recycled materials like cardboard to create books that seek to democratize access to knowledge. These collectives challenge traditional publishing norms by publishing affordably and seeking to diffuse a pluriverse of ideas, culture, and perspectives that broaden our understanding of the world (Bell, 2023; Müller Locane, & Loy, 2018). Their use of simple materials reinforces democratic principles, questioning which voices are considered authoritative and what knowledge is valued. Moreover, by addressing critical topics such as climate change, elevating Indigenous knowledge practices, and other community-driven grassroots movements, cartonera authors and editorials bring important issues to the forefront of global dialogues, seeking to reshape what we know and who we dialogue with.
· See Ohio State’s Cartonera Collection: https://library.ohio-state.edu/record=b11082796
· Learn more about Cartoneras: https://osu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/460601621
Both SciELO and the Cartonera movement exemplify Latin America’s embrace of the spirit of Open Access, challenging the information diet that often excludes engagement and dialogue with the communities of the Global South. 
Speaking to the Latin American information diet, LACLI emerged during the pandemic as an international effort to share free online resources for Latin American, Caribbean, Latinx, and Iberian Studies. Curated by volunteers from the Latin American Northeastern Libraries Network and licensed under Creative Commons, the platform offers thousands of educational materials to enhance our understanding of Latin America, the Caribbean, Iberia, and Latin American diaspora communities.
· Explore LALCI: https://lacli.info/index.html
The Ohio State University’s area studies library collections advance Latin American open initiatives by facilitating research on SciELO Open Access, curating a Cartonera collection featuring regional and U.S. publications, and assisting librarians in maintaining the LACLI repository.
References:
Alperin, J.P. & Fischman, G. Made in Latin America : open access, scholarly journals, and regional innovations (First edition). (2015). FLACSO Brasil : CLACSO : Latindex : PKP, Public Knowledge Project : Redalyc.org : Scielo.
About LACLI. (n.d.). Retrieved January 13, 2025, from https://lacli.info/about.html
Bell, L. (2023). De la literatura mundial a la literatura abremundos: El catálogo de La Cartonera Editorial en Cuernavaca, México. Romance Studies, 41(1), 4–29. https://doi.org/10.1080/02639904.2023.2180939
Müller, G., Locane, J. J., & Loy, B. (2018). Re-mapping world literature : writing, book markets and epistemologies between Latin America and the global South = escrituras, mercados y epistemologías entre América Latina y el sur global. Walter de Gruyter GmbH. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110549577
