
Special Collections

The Medieval Slavic Summer Institute (MSSI) is a unique 
opportunity for select graduate students to work with 
original Cyrillic manuscripts during a four-week intensive 
program offered biennially. Typically, candidates from 
North America and Western Europe who have a need to 
work with Slavic Cyrillic texts and manuscripts participate 
in a hands-on workshop and attend lectures on Slavic 
palaeography and readings in Church Slavonic. 
See rcmss.osu.edu/mssi.

In 2015, an annual Hilandar Public Lecture at OSU was 
inaugurated for the purpose of providing a lecture by a 
noted scholar in one or more disciplines of the medieval 
Byzantino–Slavic cultural heritage to the broader university 
and general public.

Holdings 
Current holdings include more than:
6,000 Cyrillic manuscripts on microform, 1,000 early Cyrillic 
books on microform, 30 original Slavic Cyrillic manuscripts 
10,000 reference volumes, 10,000 slides and photographs.

Collections
Archives, 700 volumes of the personal library, original 
drawings and an original icon of the Russian Old Believer 
iconographer Pimen Maksimovich Sofronov (1898-1973)
• Mount Athos Slide Collection
• Steven Enich Serbian Orthodox Culture Slide Collection
• Significant complete or partial manuscript collections on

microform from monasteries on Mount Athos:
• Hilandar Monastery Slavic and Greek (partial) Manuscripts
• Hilandar Monastery Byzantine, Serbian, Russian, Walla-

chian, Ottoman, and other edicts

• Zograf Monastery Slavic Manuscripts (partial)
• St. Panteleimon Monastery Slavic Manuscripts (partial)
• Iviron Monastery Slavic Manuscripts (partial)
• Great Lavra Monastery Slavic Manuscripts (partial)
Other significant collections on microform (for a complete
list see: go.osu.edu/HRL-Collections-MSS):
• Fekula Collection of Manuscripts
• Manuscripts of Iosif Volokolamsk Monastery in the State

Historical Museum (Moscow, Russia)
• Saratov State University Manuscripts (Saratov, Russia)

• Tver State University and Tver Museum Slavic Manuscripts
(Tver, Russia)

• St. Petersburg State University Slavic Manuscript
Collection

Edict. November 1491. of Vlad IV 
“Monk,” Voevod of Wallachia. Property 
is donated to support Hilandar 
Monastery. Church Slavonic, Wallachian 
recension. Hilandar Monastery. 
Wallachian Edict #2. Note: Vlad IV was 
the half-brother of Vlad III, Prince of 
Wallachia (aka Vlad the Impaler or Vlad 
Dracula).

Publications
International Hilandar Conference Proceedings 
An Archival History of the Hilandar Research Project 
ScriptoriaSlavica blog: 
library.osu.edu/blogs/medieval-slavic
Cyrillic Manuscript Heritage (biannual newsletter): 
kb.osu.edu/dspace/handle/1811/5919 

All images in this Fact Sheet are from slides taken in 1970 
or 1971 by Walt Craig, and/or the Very Reverend Dr. 
Mateja Matejic, and/or Predrag Matejic.

Detail from this icon of Saint Sava by iconographer Monk 
Pachomius (Karyes, Mt. Athos) given by the monks of 
Hilandar Monastery on the occasion of the dedication of the 
Hilandar Room on December 2, 1978. 

Praxapostolos, 1660. Leaf 2 recto. St. Luke and beginning of 
Acts, with ornamental initial “P.” Church Slavonic/Serbian 
recension. Hilandar Slavic Manuscript #107.

Tetraevangelion copied for Georgi Terter, Bulgarian Tsar, in 
1322. Leaf 155 verso. Miniature of St. John. Church Slavonic/
Bulgarian recension. Hilandar Slavic Manuscript #18.

Gospel Interpretations. 1480s. Leaf 162 recto. Headpiece/
ornamentalinitial “Z.” Leaf 162 recto. St. Mark: 1:1-8. Church 
Slavonic/Russian recension. Hilandar Slavic Manuscript #407.

Praxapostolos, 160-. Leaf 162 recto. Headpiece/ornamental 
intial “P.” Leaf 1 recto. Acts of the Apostles. Church Slavonic/
Ukrainian recension. Hilandar Slavic Manuscript #71.

The Hilandar Research Library 




