Choosing & Using Sources:		Activity 13B
Instructor Resources		Handout 13B-1

YOUR SOURCES AND BEAM
Directions: Match the action the students below are taking with sources with the BEAM Model’s purposes for sources or features of sources.  That is, what letter would BEAM’s developer Joseph Bizup assign to describe their actions or the type of source each is using? Use the table below if you need help.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Maria is writing an essay about pioneer women in Kansas during the middle 1800s. Luckily, she has been able to find several diaries written by such women, all of which mention that the women are longing to see trees again.   _____

2. Te’ is a political science major who has recently heard and read many pundits say that something is an “existential threat” to our country.  Curious, he did some reading, only to find that what they are saying has little to do with the Existentialist Movement.  So now he’s writing a paper on how a real existentialist would characterize the country’s situation.    _____

3. Sandra is writing a term paper and plans to use information she found during her early reading on the topic in her introduction and conclusion.   _____

4. Trev has reached an answer to his research question after reading widely. Now he’s writing an explanation of what the expert sources said and how they influenced his own answer.  He’s even including information from experts whose work does not support his answer, as well as explanations about why he thinks they are incorrect.   _____


BEAM Research Model Table
	Letter
	Kind of Source (Word the letter stands for) 
	2-3 features or purposes of this type of source 

	B
	Background
	Present information, establish facts, big picture information, accepted as fact, encyclopedias, reference sources, help you discover key words for topic.

	E
	Exhibit
	Explicate, interpret, analyze, evidence to support your argument, images, data, studies, often primary sources.

	A
	Argument
	Affirm, dispute, refine, extend, can back up your argument, complicate your argument, offer a fuller picture of issue, suggest alternative answers, allow you to engage in scholarly discourse.

	M
	Method
	Critical lens, key terms, theory, style, perspective, discourse, frame your argument in a borrowed approach, key idea or theory to frame your analysis, a lens through which you analyze topic.



(From “BEAM—A Solution That Might Shine,” Chapter 13, Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research.)
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