Choosing & Using Sources:		Activity 7B
Instructor Resources		In Class Procedure
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1. If you’re having students use printed copies of Handout 7B-1, pass them out or set them where students can pick them up as they come in.
2. If you’re having students use an electronic Handout 7B-1, tell them how to find and open it.
3. Ask students to complete Handout 7B-1 in 5 minutes, following the instructions on the handout.
4. After 5 minutes, ask students to share their answers.
5. Briefly discuss student answers.

Possible Script 
As students, you not only consume information, you also create it. By engaging with the ideas and scholarship of others, you enter an ongoing scholarly conversation. In your academic writing, balancing your original ideas and insights with those of others allows you to make a meaningful contribution. It also helps you demonstrate academic integrity.  

Scholars rely on the work of others to strengthen and give evidence for their original ideas and insights on a topic. Using source material also places these into the larger context of the scholarly conversation. When incorporating sources into your writing it is important to balance your original work with that of others. One rule of thumb is that in a given paragraph, there should be more of your own words than those of others. However, a lack of source material can sometimes weaken your argument, since you have little or no evidence to support your claims.  So it’s all about balance: How much from your sources?  How much from you?
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