Choosing & Using Sources:		Activity 4C
Instructor Resources		HANDOUT 4C-1
THIRD STEP TO PRECISION SEARCHING
Precision searching techniques
[bookmark: _GoBack]Once you know the main idea terms and related terms you want to use in a search, you can use helpful techniques to combine them into an effective search statement.  Here are some of the most important techniques:

	Name of Technique
	How Do You Do It?
	What It Does

	Phrase searching
	Put quote marks around phrases, such as : “hot dog,” “cold war,” “gift card,” “Whorfian hypothesis,” “George Washington,” and “press corps.”
	Results in a search for the phrase instead of for the individual words.

	Wild card 
	Use a question mark to replace a letter in a search term. 
	Results in a search for documents that contain variations on that particular search term (for instance, wom?n will give you documents that contain both woman and women).

	Truncation
	Cut off the letters in a search term at the point the word could become many terms and put in an *: mathemat*.
	Results in a search for documents that contain all the variations for the search term (for instance, mathemat* will give you documents that contain mathematics and mathematician and mathematical.)

	Boolean operators
	Put the operators AND, OR, NOT, or minus sign (-) in a search statement.  (Instead of accepting NOT, Google requires the minus sign, with no space between – and the word it is subtracting.)  
	An AND results in a search for documents that contain both terms it connects.  (Google automatically inserts an AND between terms, even if you don’t.)  An OR results in a search for documents that contain either term it connects. A NOT or - results in a search for documents that do not contain the term that follows the - .  

	Parentheses 
	When using multiple Boolean operators, put parentheses around search terms that are influenced by the operators: 
(Movies -silent movies) AND (mystery OR thriller).
	Parentheses result in searches that take advantage of what all of the Boolean operators tell the search engines to do.  For instance, the documents turned up by the search statement to the left will result in documents that contain both movies (but not silent movies) and either mystery or thriller.     



Directions: Use what you learned from the table above to write search statements for Google when seeking information on the following topics.

1. You want information on mediation but not divorce mediation.



2. You’ve heard that birds are related to dinosaurs and want to check that out. However, you know that several forms of the word related could be useful so you don’t want to use that whole term.



3. You need information about the books written by Eric Kandel but not any he wrote about neuroscience.  


4. You want information about the effects climate change is having on the United States already.
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