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SECOND STEP TO PRECISION SEARCHING 
The steps to precise keyword searching are to (1) identify main concepts in your research question, (2) consider using related terms, and then (3) put together a search statement using techniques that improve your precision.  
Directions: Answer these questions about related terms. Feel free to use your phone, tablet, or other computer to find terms.
1. Imagine you are going to use the word fracking in a search statement.  You’ll probably want to also use some related terms for fracking.  List two other terms for fracking.
a.
b.

2. Tell us your major.  Then write three nouns (for concepts, things, or phenomena) used often in writings relevant to your major.  For each, write a related term for that noun.   

Your major: _____________________

Nouns				Related Terms
a.
b.
c.

3. If you wanted to use the word environment in a search statement, what two other related terms should you consider also using?
a.
b. 
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