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FIRST STEP TO PRECISION SEARCHING 
The steps to precise keyword searching are to (1) identify main concepts in your research question, (2) consider using related terms, and then (3) put together a search statement using techniques that improve your precision.  
Here’s some mental practice identifying main concepts in your research question (what you want to find out about). Main concepts are the most important words in the question. They are nearly always nouns. 
Directions: Mark all the main concepts in each of these research questions.  
1. How did Japanese artists influence the French Impressionist Edgar Degas?
How	did	Japanese	artists		influence	the

French		Impressionist		Edgar		Degas

2. Why is a strong dollar not always best for the U.S. economy?
Why		is 	a	strong		dollar		not 

always		best 		for 	the	U.S.	economy

3. Is problem gambling more like an addiction or a compulsive behavior disorder? 
Is	problem	gambling	more		like	an	addiction

or	a	compulsive	behavior	disorder

4. How were George Orwell’s political beliefs expressed in Animal Farm?
How 	were 	George		Orwell’s	political		beliefs expressed in 		Animal 		Farm

5. Does fracking contaminate the area’s water system?
Does		fracking		contaminate		the 			

water		system	   
6. Write your own research question here and then mark the main concepts. (Use a previous research question if you don’t have one for a current assignment.)   
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