Choosing & Using Sources:		Activity 4A
Instructor Resources		In-Class Procedure


In-Class Procedure

1. If you’re having students use printed copies of Handout 4A-1, pass them out or set them where students can pick them up as they come in.
2. If you’re having students use an electronic Handout 4A-1, tell them how to find and open it.
3. Introduce the activity.
4. Ask students to complete Handout 4A-1 in about 5 minutes.
5. After about 5 minutes, discuss answers to the questions with students. 
6. To conclude the activity, tell students that what they’ve learned today works well with search engines such as Google and Bing and specialized databases.  However, when they are keyword searching in a specialized database, they should use fewer search terms than they use in search engines. 

Possible Script: Students often ask me for the “exact right words” to put in the search box.  It’s as though they’re asking me for the magic spell to cast on Google or a specialized database to make it cough up the information they need.  I wish it was really that easy, and, believe me, if I knew that spell, I would share it with you.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
I can share with you how to figure out good search statements you need for every topic you’re looking for.  It’s a mental process, and every one of you can learn that kind of magic.  Actually--since we’re talking about the supernatural here—I should point out that getting good at this process gives you a kind of superpower.  

The steps for writing good keyword searching statements are to: (1) identify main concepts in your research question, (2) consider using related terms, and then (3) put together a search statement using techniques that improve your precision.  

I can give you some practice on the process right now with this handout called First Step to Precision Keyword Searching.  Take about 5 minutes to complete it, and then we’ll discuss the answers. 
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