Choosing & Using Sources:		Activity 3C
Instructor Resources		In-Class Procedure
In-Class Procedure

1. If you’re having students use printed copies of Handout 3C-1, pass them out or set them where students can pick them up as they come in.
2. If you’re having students use an electronic Handout 3C-1, tell them how to find and open it.
3. Introduce the session by telling students that today they will be learning which kinds of sources—popular, professional, or professional sources—can meet the information needs researchers have as they complete their research projects.   
4. Ask students to complete Handout 3C-1 by applying information elsewhere on the handout to answer questions 1-4 on the lower part of the handout.  Give them a deadline of 5 minutes.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]After about 5 minutes, use Answer Key 3C-1 to go over the answers with students.  
6. Ask students why professional, and scholarly sources are so useful during the conduct of research projects, and popular sources less useful.  Accept all reasonable answers, but if students don’t make these points, make them yourself:  Professional and scholarly sources are more believable, more credible, because of who created them and the conditions under which they were created—often at a university and having been reviewed by other academics.  On the other hand, popular sources are frequently important to disciplines in the arts.  Even in disciplines other than the arts, popular sources can be used for background information and to convince your readers that your research question is important because they may be more expressive than professional and scholarly sources. But popular sources usually can’t be used to answer your research question or report what others have said about your research question or to try to convince others that your answer is right, which are the most important information needs in research projects.  
7. Conclude the discussion by saying something like, “So today you’ve learned which information needs of your research project can be met with popular, professional, and scholarly sources.  That should be helpful when you look for sources.”  
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