

Choosing & Using Sources:		Activity 3B
Instructor Resources		HANDOUT 3B-1
MEETING NEEDS WITH SOURCES I
Primary Sources –Information in its original form, which is not translated by anyone else and has not been published elsewhere. Examples are: a play, a novel, breaking news, an advertisement, an eyewitness account, a painting, and a journal article about a scientific discovery.
Secondary Sources – Repackaged, restated, or interpreted primary information. Examples are: a book about an historical event, an article that critiques a novel, play or painting, an article or web site that summarizes and synthesizes several eyewitness accounts for a new understanding of an event, and a journal article that is a literature review.
Tertiary Sources – Indexes or something that condenses or summarizes information. Examples are: almanacs, guide books, survey article, timelines, user guides, and encyclopedias.  Tertiary sources are typically sources that we do not read cover to cover.

_________________

	Possible Information  Needs
	Kinds of Sources That Can Meet Each Need

	To learn background information about your topic.
	Primary, secondary, and tertiary.  But least likely to help undergraduates as background information are journal articles, even if they are primary sources, because they are usually too specific.

	 To answer your research question.
	Primary and secondary.  

	To convince your audience your answer is correct or at least reasonable.
	Primary and secondary. 

	To describe the situation surrounding your research question.
	Primary, secondary, or tertiary—whatever you think will make the description most clear and compelling to your readers.  

	To report what others have said about your research question.

	Primary or secondary.  



Directions: Mark the correct answers below, based on your examination of the table above.
1. Which kinds of sources can be used to meet more information needs than the other sources listed below? 
a. Primary and secondary sources
b. Primary and tertiary sources
c. Secondary and tertiary sources

2. What information needs can be met by the most kinds of sources? (Mark all that apply.)
a. To learn background information about your topic.
b. To answer your research question.
c. To convince your audience your answer is correct or at least reasonable.
d. To describe the situation surrounding your research question.
e. To report what others have said about your research question.

3. Why does it make sense that tertiary sources are among those useful for learning background information?
a. Because tertiary sources are the most credible sources.
b. Because then you’re just trying to understand your topic, so anything that can help is good. 

4. Why does it make sense that only primary and secondary sources are useful to answer your research question, to convince your audience that your answer is correct, and to report what others have said about your research question?
a. Because they are the most credible sources.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Because they take the broadest view of what’s under discussion.

5. What’s the best answer below about why it is useful to categorize sources?
a. It’s an orderly way to consider sources.
b. Only certain categories of sources meet certain information needs.
c. Certain categories of sources are easier to use.
d. It’s not really all that useful.
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