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PRIMARY, SECONDARY, OR TERTIARY?

Identifying whether a source is a primary, secondary, or tertiary source lets you categorize it in a way that can help you figure out what kind of information the source contains and evaluate its credibility and usefulness. Here are the definitions of primary, secondary, and tertiary sources:
Primary Sources –Information in its original form, which is not translated by anyone else and has not been published elsewhere. Examples are: a play, a novel, breaking news, an advertisement, an eyewitness account, a painting, and a journal article about a scientific discovery.
Secondary Sources – Repackaged, restated, or interpreted primary information. Examples are: a book about an historical event, an article that critiques a novel, play or painting, an article or web site that summarizes and synthesizes several eyewitness accounts for a new understanding of an event, and a journal article that is a literature review.
Tertiary Sources – Indexes or something that condenses or summarizes information. Examples are: almanacs, guide books, survey article, timelines, user guides, and encyclopedias.  Tertiary sources are typically sources that we do not read cover to cover.
_________________
Directions: Each of the information sources below is about the same bridge collapse.  Apply the definitions above to identify whether the source is a primary, secondary, or tertiary source.
1. A journal article analyzing the reasons behind the bridge collapsing.		Primary, Secondary, Tertiary 
2. An article database record that points to a magazine article about the bridge collapse.
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary

3. A chapter about this bridge collapse in a book about famous bridge collapses.
		Primary, Secondary, Tertiary	

4. A blog entry written by someone who barely escaped the bridge collapse and lost his car.
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary

5. The blueprints for the bridge that collapsed.
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary

6. A magazine article that summarizes the accounts of people who saw the bridge collapse.
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary

7. A list of years and bridge collapses for each year.
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary

8. A breaking news television report showing the bridge collapsing.
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary
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