Choosing & Using Sources:		Activity 12A
Instructor Resources		Possible Script 
Possible Script
The fair use exception found in U.S. copyright law allows people under certain conditions to use copyrighted materials without the permission of the copyright owner.  Luckily, the fair use exception may apply to you as a student when you create multimedia projects such as presentations, posters, videos, and so on.  For those kinds of assignments, you might decide to use images, videos, and other media available online, much of which is copyrighted.  
If what you do is considered under fair use, you must still cite your source, yet you do not need to get permission to use the copyrighted material for your assignments as a student. 
But every time you want to use copyrighted material, you will need to analyze whether fair use applies to your specific project and use.  That way, you can have confidence in your right to build upon others’ works.  
So being able to do a fair use analysis will be helpful to you.  This activity will get you started doing that kind of analysis.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Determining fair use has no hard and fast rules.  Rather, it depends on weighing four factors of the use and is determined on a case-by-case basis.  Still, you can analyze your use according to the four factors to get an idea of whether or not it favors a fair use. 
The four factors of fair use are:
1. Purpose--The purpose and character of the use.
1. Nature--The nature of your use.
1. Amount--The amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole.
1. Effect--The effect the use will have on the market for the original work.

In each case, the weight of each of these factors will depend on the individual facts and circumstances surrounding the use of a copyrighted work.  No one factor alone will determine the case.
In this activity, the fair use factors are listed for you.  But it will be up to you to decide whether the facts about each factor apply to your case in a way that argues for a judgement of fair use or in a way that argues against a judgment of fair use.  Do only the first 2 factors today.  

Fair Use is a complex topic, so don’t worry if you struggle to do this.  Just do your best.
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