Choosing & Using Sources:			Activity 1A
Instructor Resources		IN-CLASS PROCEDURE
In-Class Procedure


1. If you’re having students use printed copies of Handout 1A-1, pass them out or set them where students can pick them up as they come in.
2. If you’re having students use an electronic Handout 1A-1, tell them how to find and open it.
3. Introduce the session by telling students that you’re going to be talking about research questions today.  Explain that a research question is the question they want their research project to answer--what they intend the project to find out.  (If this is a class of first- or second-year students, you might add that having to have a research question to answer is perhaps the biggest difference between high school research projects, where they might have been able to just write “about” something,” and college-level research projects, where they actually have to find out something and thereby contribute to the scholarly conversation that is going on.)  Tell them that this activity will help them understand how research questions are different from regular questions.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Ask students to complete Handout 1A-1, and tell them they will have about 5 minutes to complete it.  
5. After 5 minutes, project a copy of the table portion of Handout 1A-1.
6. Go over the answers by asking students to shout out the answers to each question on the Figuring Out the Differences table.  As they do, put an X in the appropriate column on your projected copy.  You might also want to ask students why it’s true that research questions more often than regular questions start with the word “how” or “why.”  A simple answer is that those words complicate the question.  They cause the answer to the question to require looking at multiple sources and doing more thinking because answering a “how” or “why” question is naturally less tidy and more complicated than, for instance, a question that begins with “what.”
7. Close the discussion by telling students that there is one more characteristic of a research question that is very important, which is finding out the answer to the question should be interesting to the researcher. That’s because it is much easier to do research when you care about the results.  
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