
THOMAS: You had a camera on board with you, which NASA originally didn’t want you to 

take, but you ended up taking one and taking some photos out the window.  Can 

you tell us a little bit about that? 

SEN. GLENN:  It was finally with NASA approval, too.  It sounds silly now but the people who 

were designing the flight plan were so afraid that you might be distracted by 

having a camera up there that you would neglect what was going on or monitoring 

the proper instruments in the spacecraft.  I thought that was ludicrous that you 

would get that distracted by a camera.  So, we’d mentioned this and joked about 

it.  And then I think about six or seven weeks before the flight, I went in to see 

Bob Gilruth, who was the Director of the program.  He is a fine person.  So I told 

him I’d like to take a camera, because I’m not going to get so distracted by things 

that it would endanger the flight.  I just thought we ought to be able to take a 

camera on this first flight even though we didn’t have a huge window.  I could 

take some pictures out of it that would give people some impressions of what the 

experience is like.  And Bob agreed.  And so he put out that I’d be able to take a 

camera.   

Now at that time, NASA did not even have a camera facility down there at 

the Cape.  It didn’t have a photo section.  And so I talked with Ralph Morris, who 

was one of the Life photographers down there we knew pretty well, very well. 

He’d become a good friend.  Ralph found one that I could use with a glove, the 

pressure suit glove, where I could use my trigger finger to trip the trigger that 

would take the picture, and rotate my thumb to transport the film.  And so we 



were trying to rig that in a little machine shop down there with an old camera that 

Ralph had given us to work with.  We didn’t have it worked out.    

In those days I had enough hair that I needed a haircut once in a while.  

And so I was in getting a haircut in Cocoa Beach, and when I finished there was a 

drug store next door.  So I walked in the drug store and in the case there they had 

the first of the automatic cameras, which was a Minolta.  It was called the Minolta 

Highmatic.  It had automatic exposure control.  I looked at it and I think it was 

$45, which I bought for the NASA camera.  They never reimbursed me for that 

camera, either.  Anyway, I bought the thing for $45, took it back out, because it 

looked to me like we could rig it pretty well with the trigger mechanism, and we 

did.   

So that was the camera we took on that first flight.  It wasn’t some big 

exotic camera; it was the one I got for $45 in a drug store at Cape.  And it took 

good pictures.  With that little camera I took what I believe are the very first hand 

held pictures ever taken from space.  And the first pictures are of the Canary 

Islands, took some of big sand storms in the Sahara, northern part of Africa.  By 

the comparative quality with what they have now, it’s not very good.  But it was 

the first one we had.  And I took some of the sun rising and sun sets a little bit. 

 


