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LE DORMEUR DU VAL / Arthur Rimbaud

C’est un trou de verdure ou chante une riviére
Accrochant follement aux herbes des haillons
Drargent; ou le soleil, de la montagne fiére,
Luit: c’est un petit val qui mousse de rayons.

Un soldat jeune, bouche ouverte, téte nue,

Et la nuque baignant dans le frais cresson bleu,
Dort; il est étendu dans ’herbe, sous la nue,
Pale dans son lit vert ou la lumicre pleut.

Les pieds dans les glaieuls, il dort. Souriant comme
Sourirait un enfant malade, il fait un somme:
Nature, berce-le chaudement: 1l a froid.

Les parfums ne font pas frissonner sa narine;
Il dart dans le soleil, la main sur sa poitrine,
Tranquille. Il a deux trous rouges au c6té droit.
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? Franz Kafka, Letters to Friends, Family and Edifors, New York, 1977, p. 289.

Hugo Bergmann, ”Schulzeit und Studium” in 72312 137 5w PM3NT°T 17 1300 D°Yon mnd X 3
Hans-Gerd Koch (edit), ”Als Katka mir entgegenkam...”. Erinnerungen an Franz Kafka,
Berlin, 1995, pp 22-23.

*LF, p 423.

* Hartmut Binder, "Franz Kafka and the weekly paper ”Selbstwehr,” Leo Baeck Institute
Yearbook, X1, 1967, pp 139 ff.
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¢ For a summary on this issue, see Bruce, Kafka, pp 165 ffand 179 ff.
7 LFr, p 388.
8 Bruce, Katka and Cultural Zionism, p 182.
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DI WY 400w DRIWI DPRYOLIR AR 09 NOPW TINn DwiD 0T Iwna

o LFr, pp 373-374.

0 LM, p 236.

 LFr, p 283.

© Ibid., p 150.

3 Sander Gilman, Franz Kafka. The Jewish Patient, p 39.

4 Otto Weininger, Geschlecht und Charakter: Eine prinzipielle Untersuchung, Munich, 1980 (Vienna,
1903). English translation: Sex and Character, n. d.
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* Chandak Sangoopta, Otto Weininger. Sex, Science and Self in Imperial Vienna, Chicago,
2000, p 1.

' Ibid., pp 19-20.
17 LFr, p 276.

"The Jewish Patient” published in March 1914 in the 79X "37°KR7 FaxH7 IR Hwnb w7 #
Prague Zionist Journal Selbstwehr that Kafka read assiduously. Quoted in Gilman, 7he
Jewish Patient, p 64.

¥ LM, p 46.
2 D, p 252.
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Walter Benjamin, //luminations. Essays and Reflections, Hannah Arendt(ed), New York,
1968, pp 143-145.
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"Zen denies all attempts to rationalize it, make sense of it, or turn it into a
philosophy” (Bancroft, 1980, p. 6)
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"Reality itself has no :W m°7N ARRNM NPVO AT AWN 72100 D amynwn
meaning since it is not a sign, pointing to something beyond itself. 7 (Watts, 1957, p.
.146)
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study and solve unyielding narrative puzzles. (Ronell, 2004, p. 60)
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Not unlike a good Bodhisattva in the Zen tradition who :W 30 LIP’'PR 0217
postpones his own parinirvana to help others, he [kafka] largely confines himself to an

endless parabolic mapping of the territory of difference. (2001, p 105)
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"Suffering there is, but none who suffer; deeds there are, but none who
perform them; the way there is, but none who travel it. ” (McCort, 1991, p. 63) .
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We learn to identify ourselves with our idea of ourselves... "self” is just an

idea, useful and legitimate enough if seen for what it is, but disastrous if
identified with our real nature (Watts, 1957, p. 120)
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..if decision itself were voluntary, every decision would have to be preceded

by a decision to decide-an infinite regression which fortunately does not
occur... In fact it is neither voluntary nor involuntary (Watts, 1957, p. 120)
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Trying to grasp the mind with the mind generates the ego with all its conflicts
and defenses”. (Watts, 1957, p 170)
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"When walking just walk, when sitting just sit, above all, don”t wobble.” (Qtd
in Bancroft, p 5)
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"We have to dress and eat every day, and how can we escape from all that?”
the master replayed, we dress; we eat.”
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It should be obvious that action without wisdom, without clear awareness of
the world as it really is, can never improve anything. Furthermore, as muddy
water is best cleared by leaving it alone, it could be argued that those who sit
quietly and do nothing are making one of the best possible contributions to a
world in turmoil. (Watts, 1957, p. 155)
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The reality of all ”inseparable opposites”- life and death, good and evil,

pleasure and pain, gain and loss- is that “between” of which we have no words.
(Watts, 1957, p. 121)
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The life of Zen begins, therefore, in a disillusion with the pursuit of goals which do not
really exist- the good without the bad, the gratification of a self which is no more than
an idea, and the morrow which never comes. (Watts, 1957, p. 125).
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It isn”t necessary for you to leave your house. Stay secated at your table and
listen. Don’t even listen, simply wait, be completely still and solitary. The world
will offer itself to you like something about to emerge from a chrysalis; it can’t do
anything else, enraptured it will writhe into life before your eyes. (Kafka, 1954,
Qtd in Sheppard, p166)
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