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No—I live beside it. Auschwitz is there, fixed and unchangeable, but wrapped
in the impervious skin of memory that segregates itself from the present "me".
Unlike the snake's skin, the skin of memory doesn't renew itself... I have the

feeling. .. that the "self" who was in the camp isn't me...
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I live in a double existence... the double of Auschwitz doesn't disturb me or
mingle in my life. As if it weren't "me" at all. Without this split I wouldn't

have been able to come back to life.*
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And in these dreams, there I see myself again, me, yes me, just as [ was: scarcely
able to stand... pierced with cold, filthy, gaunt, and the pain is unbearable,
so exactly the pain I suffered there, that I feel it again physically, I feel it again
through my whole body, which becomes a block of pain, and I feel death
seizing me, I feel myself die... It takes days for everything to return to normal,
for memory to be refilled and for the skin of memory to mend itself. I become
myself again, the one you know, who can speak to you of Auschwitz without

showing any sign of distress or emotion.”
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It's like, like there's another skin beneath this skin and that skin is called
Auschwitz, and you can't shed it... I am not like you. You have one vision of

life and T have two. I—you know—I lived on two planets...®
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