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jim leftwich

NOR ANY

Nor any, since many mustered acts as law against the few. Not too flee

into the each as though single any since conception, but else is out of

reach, stilled in such of us. We are many, and they are few, while she

contains multitudes, and so do you. I have not come to testify against

their sad misfortune. Twice folds into itself as seen before our moment,

and we become between ourselves and us the reach of that, its faceted

touch times five. I smell no sulfur, though I can taste the tale. To the

touch it sounds like truth incite. History we think unfolds in both

directions behind us, while in fact it’s just ahead, awaiting our

invention. Nothing, precisely, we have always known, is written in

stone, other than that which is written on stone as a lesson to us

ephemeral. Revolutions never travel in circles, they spread out over

the tundra like flowering deserts, the miracle in the mirage, ice in dust

like billions of broken mirrors just for us. We go on, some among us, to

reach the end of the sentence, as this ought end at any of many along

the way. There’s a rhythm to the breadth of change. We don’t think

we’re more than in it.
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OUR STORY

Should be as is is not, but is surely where this leads. Slow explosion, 

constrained but not controlled, is nearer to how we go about than going 

out to journey. The story is a mythic proportion, jump-cut narrative 

condensed to a bridge between false and hopeful, barely any bridge at 

all. Stand in the lower left-hand corner of our circle. Dip your 

imaginary quill in the spectacle of their blood. Begin at the still point 

and draw a spiral to the ceiling. The top of the spiral should be as wide 

as the bottom of the circle. Mark an X connecting the four corners of 

our square. The spiral will collapse onto its footprint. Snips and scraps 

like strings litter the mythic labyrinth. Each is a curve and a heap. We 

sit if a lotus on the basement floor and savor demolition smells. Begin 

to knit and clump a road. Our journey requires of us a road. As we go 

along the discontinuous will have been contiguous now at aggregate 

mnemonic up ahead. You only get every chance to make it up as you 

go along once upon each time a long long time ago, so we may as well 

get it right and blame the rest on them.
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HOW

How close should be a question. But with neither beginning nor end it 

has no site from which to ask and end itself, so it must be a hypothesis, 

stated as such within the constraints of grammar and punctuation. 

How close to what would seem to follow but in fact only serves to 

change the subject.

This close is clear. It should be a statement of fact. Instead, it orbits 

itself, an absence of an is. It is only this orbit, nothing else.
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The mirror faces the wall. As there is nothing to see, so there is 

nowhere to look, and we are reduced to reading its immediate absence 

as if from memory.

X – Why such nothing.

Y – Let it be between us.

X – Why this less than that.

Y – There is only this us at now.

X – Why such serial why.

Y – I remain your hybrid half of this.

Y – I am also not yet an other.

Y – Nor even this as such yet and now.

X – This then at that.

Y – Only then as such.

I am also at yet nor even an other in that. Even as this is this, this close 

and that clear, I am tracing a horizon to recede against its future. It 

pursues me there while I follow it near here. With neither beginning 

nor end it takes no stand in which to judge itself as falsely accused by 

me for your pleasure.

I desire to lift a finger, one finger at a time, to be as small as our disaster

will permit. We don’t get off that easily. The path of least resistance

leads to the pith of this resistance, but that is not how we got here, and

it is too late to believe a word. Let the letters interrogate the surface of

the next.

This close to being here now, and you think it’s some kind of trick.
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Ken Friedman

In One Year and Out the Other

On New Year's Eve, make a telephone call from one time zone to 

another to conduct a conversation between people located in two 

years. After midnight, call the other way.

Ken Friedman
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John Crouse & Jim Leftwich

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THIRTEEN

pacifier owe tinge: “mandate snug academy”

ovum grandee slope: “porridge unless rapine”

finesse roughness goodwill: “pliant credo axis”

appropriate language duke: “beast porous chef”

descent lacking academic: “finance relative caulk”

divergence enhance snag: “gallows feral will”

cautiously texture commandeer: “vertigo scented pirates”

relationships written rapidity: “niece viburnum aquifer”
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magnificence legally bliss: “crow deem roughage”

chief transfer disparage: “lance flack handlers”

obstreperous killing anxiety: “text pistols writ”

bestow supplant discredit: “fluke bloodhound hope.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FOURTEEN

loyal unevenness taxes: “monetary deflect pugilist”

destination repudiate dump: “refulgent placates rodeo”

relatively circulation providence: “comments novice desert”

clutter wishes unseat: “fjord teak rebarbative”

incongruity bulletin antipathy: “spillage vise plicate”

diploma clashing repugnance: “causal null remembrance”

explicit dissoluteness neglect: “tolerance only dogma”

vivid causing money: “contiguous flutters realty”

distillery annul erode: “tincture royal unction”

rebut dismember placement: “puddles circular fish”

break commotion renegade: “lection flashes soluble”
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forlorn notice detest: “antipode unsettling provenance.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FIFTEEN

hearing fraudulent frost: “avid sarx freezer”

modulation powerless liberty: “flume dock pizzle”

video frenetic slave: “pests eager suitcase”

wages thrust freehand: “wear strands chaste”

restrictions freckles narcotics: “olio liqueur banks”

fratricide coterie lavish: “gleans verbal fumarole”

frank remoteness frizzed: “cider strict phage”

rollicking search smock: “deity dullard daring”

wholesome waste spume: “fraught powdery emetic”

purchase meaning fruitcake: “crust freak sortie”

standing verbs meager: “motile perch paste”

glower fumigate impetuosity: “sleeve libertine floss.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEEN



textimagepoem: 12/31/2006 - 01/07/2007 http://jimleftwichtextimagepoem.blogspot.com/2006_12_31_archive...

128 of 136 12/26/07 3:30 PM

national hollyhock hominid: “ginseng nervous eyebright”

homage fiesta hourglass: “tonic lambent facts”

sanctified noose homeboy: “this hotel orlop”

warren hooves honeyed: “is dope curse”

honk prostitute cleaners: “new turd ripe”

goons mouthparts swinging: “entrain empowered piss”

pipe flimflam wax: “swoon dank barrens”

capture salute blameless: “stanch omelette notational””

view satisfied sonic: “hemlock siesta bourse”

horsewhip entertainment hormone: “grooves destitute mouthpiece”

hopscotch horsepower hothouse: “flummox impute sausage”

is is is: “hominy glassine arachnid.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTEEN

passion ignore solution: “loosely referential standpoint”

shade cake grassland: “reposit paratactical barrage”

buccolic deferential fervency: “glissade appropriated grist”
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blend average flyby: “stamen skinflint sebaceous”

issue outdistance suffering: “lesions wordy cumin”

background fritter noose: “paprika grecian parakeet”

bucket crawl bondage: “backgammon fissile bondage”

congregation episode paratroops: “broccoli shadowy poaching”

parka furniture rephrase: “iguana cackles differential”

concubine stakes legislature: “versus outrigger fricassee”

wording skin apportion: “brawl epidermal refurbished”

delusions secreting gloss: “feverish gratuity solute.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTEEN

chopped financially mediator: “tikrit against during”

flushed payment kink: “condolence security lying”

pedestal girdle pejorative: “footage final tightened”

torrentially indigent sinner: “ “new floor tyrant”

prisms going oaths: “rope denied judge”

incessant folio retaliation: “convicted holiday chapter”
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notwithstanding disputatious camp: “turned president civil”

eyewash cruciform rallying: “war choices released”

surmount tooth crumple: “safety young violence”

essential emblem crease: “democracy baghdad gunfire”

potentate swarm consummate: “streets erupted signs”

blunt watchword esoteric: “village crimes constructed.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED NINETEEN

conduit do it: “buried baghdad supporters”

congestion seceded vulture: “body dawn labeled”

coagulate necktie confederacy: “resigned taunts shouted”

fray alliance sackcloth: “personal invasion oil”

classified noose game: “violence statement ranch”

existing for losers: “relent continues ally”

competition suggests accountability: “require becoming war”

behind commuter turd: “sustain autocratic effigy”

threatening black windfall: “flags gunmen echoed”

personal skidmark compulsion: “paraded imposed reaction”
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necessitate community bandage: “denounced symbolic gift”

jockstrap communique chalice: “flaws waging law.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY

clitoris cityscape clapper: “determined vanquished precedent”

clarion clash clairvoyance: “nuremberg weapon flawed”

cistern clasp clam: “chart sort faces”

citizen clangor clammy: “trial invasion legal”

cirrhosis claptrap civility: “conditions different evidence”

clarify cinnamon civilization: “military seed technology”

ciao cigarette circumvent: “biological imprisonment occupation”

cider churl chute: “root entirely wrote”

cicada chunk choctaw: “law abides victor”

choke chockablock cholera: “authorities spring engulfing”

chronic cliche claustrophobia: “war results crimes”

cleaver clot clockwork: “crimes diplomatic weapons.”
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ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY ONE

panic crust california: “enormously occupation responsible”

alcohols mortgaged syringe: “trial international real”

skeet perception spots: “nothing desperately state”

cultivation cone conjectural: “practiced fact propaganda”

bathe diatonic rind: “language independent violence”

affectation equilibrium rotten: “angry unlikely accomplished”

antiseptic binary clubfoot: “reports danced reports”

write triangle medusa: “difference insisted crimes”

showy roughness bottle: “chemical century certainly”

veal marching familiarity: “orchestrate democracy invasion”

scoop spurts cheat: “headlines outlet attack”

sludge flexible neck: “impact violent impact.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY TWO

inflammation face gosling: “existential mind opportunity”
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bungle bent salvation: “key amnesia loop”

enjoyable umbrella jesus: “gun invasion photo”

doctrine goshawk glands: “committed scenes president”

mime nobleman childbirth: “perspective historical readers”

seminal millibar pewter: “egotism traumatized sheep”

milieu oyster sanctimony: “exiles poison journalism”

starveling steak statecraft: “initial baghdad trickled”

inlaid connotes reparable: “sword laugh cigar”

insanity bulging nazareth: “humiliating plot chanting”

kindness ductility declarative: “inconvenient references scholars”

stamina sailor garnish: “reading undermining believing.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY THREE

intolerant locals doorbell: “others cozy catastrophic”

interface moneybags mohair: “war airwaves systematic”

novocaine rare notation: “apt globe literal”

bling nothingness notebook: “interpretation celebrate account”

novena backbone confection: “facts play discussions”



textimagepoem: 12/31/2006 - 01/07/2007 http://jimleftwichtextimagepoem.blogspot.com/2006_12_31_archive...

134 of 136 12/26/07 3:30 PM

notochord signals nougat: “policies struggle context”

gospel pouches electioneer: “eyes decision events”

facsimile electroshock votes: “toppled verbs enabling”

stretchable negative bribe: “penetrated mainstream violence”

castrate angling daughters: “installed pious media”

cashmere unless clique: “ensconced implications necks”

carpetbagger carps causitry: “violence repressive fuels.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR

groin amulet iraqi: “news trouble during”

debonair certificate senility: “stop environment mend”

death knell erection: “december water media”

headphone debris falstaff: “february outright twice”

sullenness headcheese cockatoo: “provincial indigenous invasion”

wellspring tremolo spirochete: “tone victories mostly”

pyrex peons nutmeat: “gestures power decades”

obit droppings canebrake: “historic wilderness inauguration”
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clout cantos clipboard: “gas oil ancestral”

cloudburst halfway polecat: “stampede corporate april”

polarization rankle ween: “exposed crackdowns language”

rainmaking noose riesling: “october spending dinner.”

ACT THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE

pockmark mexican podium: “thinking face verbal”

severe inking riches: “zone story marching”

manipulate clauses manhour: “undocumented moment

commemorates”

snowsuit potash sobriquet: “summer akin citizen”

theatrical faceplate musclebound: “disarray silent labor”

ambidexterous muckrakes locksmith: “brink autonomous continued”

loaves lobster lawmaking: “zapatistas during contributor”

elbowroom gravy funeral: “experimented world nightmare”

eradication cull flattery: “nearly difference refused”

brakeman apathy contest: “illegal and immoral”

auspice aught augur: “recruiting ballooning territory”
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immobile aurora blackface: “nuclear bush guantanamo.”
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