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ACT THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SEVENTEEN

 

 

freezer independence openmouthed: “identity history sewn”

 

freckle killing exemption: “damaged mantra fire”

 

dressing unrestricted freelance: “clothing wind sewn”

 

freeborn costs hobnob: “identity flag fire”

 

disjoint loath aircraft: “damaged history sewn”

 

computerized corpse cucumber: “clothing mantra fire”

 

pads mar argot: “identity wind sewn”

 

creamer landscapes felicitations: “damaged flag fire”

 

fundamentalist rapid incest: “clothing history sewn”

 

prudent connective poacher: “identity mantra fire”

 

spar workmanship skinny: “damaged wind sewn”

 

paddle category pentagram: “clothing flag fire.”
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Photo West Gallery, Philadelpia, PA, Dec. 9, 2006

Roarburst

In sausage ears

Grind & bump nodes

Taste of strange

to rearrange

Fabric rent

With no relent

Sonic walls

In the new cause

Sounds like

STRYKERS in menopause…

Driven long, to

Arrive at old

Crossroads…

‘tis the sound
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One hears

As IED’s enter

The mind, then

The body

Then the souls

Before the

Great galactic holes…

Something like

What Dubya

Listens to (“Mother”…)

Rocking him to

Ever gentle, and

Peaceful

Slumber!

A strange nite (indeed) in Philadelphia (at PHOTO WEST GALLERY)

, where I’ve arrived for observation (first ever, for me) of a live

performance by poet John M. Bennett… this outing in a group he’s

labeled “Rotty What” (ben bennett, drums, john bennett, poems jack

wright, saxes)

First act, which inspired the poem above, was a “wall of noise” act

called “Mother” (stuart brent, laptop, pedals, doepfer pocket control

matthew sanchez, laptop, CD players, pedals)… well-done, & not

played at such sheer volume as to “wreck” my aural appendages…

“Rotty What” is up next, with their own quieter version of what

freedom (sonic & elsewise) can mean… though I’ve played with John

Bennett in years past, this grouping illustrates for the listener what “the

magick” of improvised and experimental music is all about! 

This isn’t the first time I’ve heard Jack Wright play…. I’ve reviewed

much of his music since the late 1980’s ( IMPROVIJAZZATION

NATION) , and watched him play on the West Coast as well (before he

moved back to Philly)… his playing is just as robust and full of life, but

in this “Rotty What” formation, there are stretches where he comes

across as a “ghost”… little rushes, strange “puffs” & less of the “blowout”
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aspects than when I watched him play with my pal Jeffrey Morgan (3

years or so ago) in Olympia, Washington. 

Ben Bennett (John’s son), on drums, is a monster talent… I’m sure I

had met him, probably years ago, when doing studio work at John’s

house, but this first introduction to his playing clearly demonstrates

that being raised in a household where “out” is “in” can (& does, in this

case) have a most desirable impact. He is right on with the other

players, whether using mallets, blow tubes or straight-up drum licks –

watch this boy carefully, he’s got success (insofar as that goes in this

“underground” music world) written all over him! Thoroughly

enjoyable.

As with most spoken-word performers, John is a wonder to behold… on

the CD’s he and I have released, he is a unique voice, without doubt…

but to actually see his poetry/performance makes for new insights… in

his corner, he uses his bullhorn to speak out over the “high” stretches,

& dispenses with it when the music is calmer… to ensure that he can

view the words he reads/performs, he wears these curious-looking

little flashlight-glasses (that remind me of coal miners)… the

combination of his voice, his oddly combined phrasings & his

(obvious) enjoyment in the collusion make for a superb experience

that will give you a glimpse of what surreal really is!

The last act of the night (wade matthews, alto flute, bass clarinet,

laptop synthesis, reuben radding, double bass andrew drury,

percussion, calling themselves “Matthews, Radding, Drury) takes the

subtlety to an even deeper level. I first heard Reuben on some CD’s

from the Seattle area (Jack Gold’s SOL DISK label), & his playing is

just as intricate in person as I heard on those CD’s I reviewed… Drury

plays a “lone drum”… the normal complement of bells & little things to

“drag” over the head pale in comparison to what he’s able to do with his

hands/fingers… makes the observer feel like he’s somehow crawled

down into the drum. & Wade Matthews reeds are splendorous in their

ability to “play the silences”. Experimental fans everywhere will want

to pursue recordings by these gents – they’re fantastic!

This entire experience was sort of like an “east coast
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Originally uploaded by jim leftwich. 

mini-experimental festival” for me… players who weren’t (& aren’t)

afraid to find new norms, and who continue to challenge the sonic

definitions of what “acceptable” is. All of these acts emphasize the idea

that there are new things to be discovered, and that it’s perfectly “ok” to

pursue them. If these players show up on a playbill in your city – be

SURE to check them out!

Dick Metcalf, aka Rotcod Zzaj
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John Crouse & Jim Leftwich

ACT THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED THIRTEEN

leisurely arboreal duration: “balm during errors”

manner maggot lassitude: “syndicate properly causal”

become less letdown: “modernity buried adept”

adaptable without relaxation: “beacon banner business”

unhurried tiresome weaken: “auctorial marginal flesh”

module meaning nouns: “baton imported breath”

causing measures death: “sounds broken realty”
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property affected exhortations: “shirtless locus homestead”

vindicate adjectives verbatim: “working radiant mortals”

terrorist homework letterhead: “letteral assignment durable”

during rodent focusing: “treasures affluent junctures”

calmly morbid doubtless: “without sometimes meanings.”
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andrew topel & jim leftwich

ww h at ttakes uun it y ff rom tt he ccool oof tt he dd ark,, 

sst ate d iin tt he nnet oof ssoot wwhom iis tted uunited tto??

tt he mmasses oof eerupt ion gg as tt he ccollective hh um

iin aa pp art ssewn iin hhow wwe ccontract i it ch

tt he ccom bin ation oof tt he iindictive hhangs mmotivation 

tt he ssfu mat o nnow aa ppar ody ddisp leased iin deed

tt he tt error iis ppac if ied,, mmotiv ate d bby tt he ttomb

iin wwombs wwe ssolidify,, pproviding tt he bb orders ff or ll if e

rred iis aa ssign tt hat bbleeds oour cc ode

iintr overt ed mmutilat ion sself ish tt his mmoment 

This is the spool of the United States.

That our parrot dilated bulbs our provolone, had grown onions in its

return. None in spite, hours given youths to having dates, those to 
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unison,

sides or points to its restraint to decades. Always sieve ours or

apartment in Baton Rouge. It must our greenhouse I sliver, and 

combat

poets, working hard for the store? Which one receives, in our

alienated instructs always, compound nest winch anew bayou

United States. To flowers we catch or armchair zen also plowed and

pear tree, that one fears regulating colorful dates. The Nomads that

clarity, winch lives to circulate the Buick, leave-in not

dances and interior our circus. That tooth United States to scraper

gives the dates breaks US in this if its, waves satisfying

garment moral to not clamber itself. And we sang no

country with bees, that once our emptiness stingers in given

yogurt. He will be the United States define, our heap Chevrolet, to

human beings two human beings, who change written in it. Read That

reads, feeds or eye, interior order announced turned

cultivated or movement and our, within divides. Two coagulated 

makes will

be the United States our given, that sing the epidemic United States

given illness, parrots the specific United States, to its glove our

tomato itch. Changes cultivated face indications, that US comb the

United States and given counted, that was shown in the interruptions

eleven of one started off, by each given that collecting or glass without

interruption. They face tools of the indications united.

divide the medication into pools of waste

upon interpretation the last of the ravens flew

even the part of the corruption grown/hanged in your hand

multi-space dictation rearranges tomorrow

spilling river, a pair of species were whited

an ounce bled the moment we see

full of fingers that lament the chambers

aliens construct the way the heart pounds

ears regurgitating the full weight

interruption upon even space

spilling an ounce of aliens
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face interpretation of diction

as a pair of moments lament

given ravens grow tomorrows

where their chambers pound

gg round h ham burger eear hhere

ssor row aafro ppave ment ss p ace

mmake mmint oomen hh air aash

ddespised rregurg it ation ccorr up tion

around claim burglar earlier

found lame smuggler curlier

pound (ezra) came juggling furor

wound same hugging mirror

astound & rename plumbing fear

ground fame numbing tears

hound plain naming wars

wounded & lame shaming stars

moon did lamb & ham a stair
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