
J~§~~. Owens hospitalized 
TUCSON, Ariz: {UP!) - Jesse Owens, former OSU 

track star and legend since his track and field victories 
in the 1936 Berlin Olympics, has checked into a Tucson 
hospital for treatment of lung cancer, it was disclosed 
Thursday. 

A hospital ·spokeman quoted Owens, 66, as saying he 
was fighting."the biggest battle of my life and with the 
help of Dr. Stephen E. Jones, I'll win this race." 

Jones, a cancer specialist and doctor of internal 
medicine, said Owens was transferred Wednesday to 

University Hospital following earlier tests and. treat-
ment. · 

"Mr. Owens was recently discovered to have·cancer of 
the lung. Treatment was initiated at Michael Reese 

. Hospital in Chicago and as soon as conditions permit­
ted, he was transferred to University Hospital," 
Stephens said. ' 

Owens, who lived in the Phoenix are.a since 1972, re­
fused to comment on the recent controversy surround­
ing U.S. participation in the Moscow summer Olympics. 
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Jesse Owens in 1935, track slor ot Ohio State University. 
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Jesse Owens in November 1979, with Franklin Heigh!s 
High School sludent Tina Lewis. The former Olympics 
gold and silver medalist come lo Columbus to ioin other 
business world notables speaking al on "Opportunily 
Day" seminar for high school students. 

My 
I WAS BORN in Alabama and !hen spent 12 years 
in Cleveland, but in a deep sense, maybe the deepest. 
Columbus is home lo me. 

Each time I visit Columbus, I feel somcll1ing 
special, unique. Things change; ye! in some basic 
way norhing changes !here. 

I never really had a boyhood be-fore I enicrcd Ohio 
State University, bul when I got to Columbus and 
college, it wa."> like six kinds of paradise. lt was from 
OSU that I went to the Olympics and won four g(1k1 
medals. and it was r rom OSU th:ll I got my deg re<' 
Bui I'm getting ahead of my slory. 

I was born in Oakville. Ala., in 1913; lived !here 
until I was 7. We were sharecroppers. like the two 
Owens gencralions before us. and all of us nine kids 
helped my father lo work !he fields. Just going to 
school then would have been a vacalion. When I 
almost checked out from pneumonia after a brother 
and sister had died, my paren1S knew we had to leave 
if we were to survive. 

We had no place to go, but we sold 1he mule and 
anything else the boss would buy an<l kept heading 
north. We stopped when we came to Lake Erie. But 
Cleveland was hard times, loo. Mama and my sisters 
found work as maids, my brothers as janitors. But 
Daddy couldn't get regular work for 10 ye.1rs. 

I did go to school, which is where I learned to run. 
Coach Charles Riley of E.i.st Tech High School took 
one look at me and said, "I've never seen such a 
skinny kid. We've got to build you up." l1le only 
remedy was running to and from school, because I 
held lhree jobs, one tending a greenhouse before 
classes. I got home after dark year-around, ate dinner, 
and studied until I literally fell into bed. 

I've got no complaints about those years. I didn't 
know anything different, and, m; the saying goes. 
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Roots are 
they made a man out of me.'The strange lhing is that I 
was a man before I was a boy, and I became a boy 
when I got to Columbus and college. The university 
hclpe.d get my father his firs! steady job, but I still had 
10 work, because Ohio State didn't give athletic 
scholarships. 

I almosl missed out on Columbus because of lhe 
lack of an OSU scholarship. 1be last couple of years 
of high school in Cleveland, lo and behold, !he 
sickly, emaciated J.C. (my initials, standing for 
James Cleveland) had turned inlo .. Jesse Owens -
the world's faslest human." Scholarship ofCers 
poured in like syn1p straight from the !rec. For the 
first time, ii looked like Easy Street for me. 

I was sci to 1ake them, too. I remember one 
offered me a plush apartment and $3,000 a year 
spending money. And that didn't compare to the 
fellow who came to my house - we didn't have a 
phone, so he couldn't call - with the promise of an 
apartment, $4,500 and a new auto. A car - I didn't 
know anything but bicycles! 

But Charles Riley hnd other ideas. 
He never told you what to do, but he let you know 

what he thought in an unusual way. "New Model 
T? .. he grinned. "And all that money. And a bigger 
place all for yourself, bigger than you and your whole 
family have ever lived in. Thal's a lot. or course, 
you'll miss something, too." 

"What?" What could be missing? 
.. Well, fir.a !here's Larry Snyder," Riley said. 

"Bes! track coach in the country. And a few other 
things. One of them is Columbus." 

"What's Columbus?" 
"It's a good place for you lo be," he answered. 

"The only place." 
You couldn't say no to Olarlcs Riley. It Wa.'I a.'I if 

By JESSE OWENS, 
With Paul Nelmark 

After his success al the Olympics in 
Berlin, Germany, in 1936, Owens 
come home to a hero's welcome in 
New York City. 

• In Columbus 
my parenls had brought me lo Cleveland to him, and 
now he wanted to bring me lo Columbus. I wasn't 
going to get any nice apartment and car, bul he had 
done something else that was even more important 
He had talked lo a couple of runners I'd become quilc 
close_ to. Dave AJbrinon and Ralph Metcalfe, and 
!hey were going to Ohio Slate. But to be frank, !he 
day I s1epped out of Albritton's bea1~up car - which 
almost didn't make it there - and first set foot on the 
campus, I still wasn't convinced. 

"Let's see the stadium firs1," 1 said. "That's 
where we 'II be running." 

The instant I stOOd inside that stadium, I felt 
something I'd never felt before. Oh, it was awesome 
and beautiful - the only place to compare with it 
would be Berlin'sstadium in the '36 Olympics-yet 
it was something else that took hold of me. I knew I'd 
win there. I knew I'd break the world's record there. 

As an athle1c, I'd always had a "thing" about the 
places where I competed. I recaJI a high school in 
Cleveland where lhe team had gone for a meet in my 
sophomore year. I'd begun to get a rcpulation as a 
mighty fast kid, and the team was depending on me 
to take first place in the sprints. 

There was something about the place that made 
me foci uneasy. I didn't win that day - as a matter 
of fact, I didn'I even come in !bird in the 100, whic~ 
waS my favorite event. 

There was no explaining it. It wasn't all 1hc place, 
but I know that was part of it. Some years later when I 
was slruggling for money again, after the Olympics, I 
had the same feeling. Blacks weren't allowed in any 
pro sports then, and the country was still in the 
Depression. I look a job £or $50 a night running a 
sprint against a race horse. These exhibitions usually 
took place before Negro baseball games. 1bese 

games were just beginning then and were a way for 
blacks to create their own pro sports. 

The place was Fremon!, in northern Ohio, and 
something about the surroundings gave me bad vibes. 
I had sprinted against this same horse a half a dozen 
times before. and the Irick of beating him - and ii 
was a trick-was that !he starter always stood next to 
1he animal and shot the gun off in his car. 1be horse 
would be slartled and would rear and take a few 
second'! lo gel inlo gear, and by that time I'd be 
halfway home. Al the end of the race, the hor~ 
would be thundering by me, but I'd make it to the 

lapc firsl. (cominucd) 

ln this 1970 photo, Owens shows the four gold 
medals that he won al the 1936 Olympics. 
Behind him ore photographs ond trophies of his 
track and field prowess. 
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Owens 
continued 

I didn't like it, bu! I needed it. I had a 
wifo and two kid<> and needed the money. It 
was in Fremont, though. that I happened to 
glance ar 1he hor.re's eyes when the gun went 
of£. It was lhc only night I losl. I got off to a 
slow slart bccau~ I saw !he fear in the 
animal's eyes. and I saw !he inhumanity of 
the whole thing. That night I decided to quit. 
1 found a job in Cleveland as a playground 
instructor for $28 a week. 

Bui in lhc stadium at Ohio State, 
cvcry1hing fch good. The firsl time, I just 
kept standing there. gazing about. Dave 
Albriuon, nnd the people who had come to 
mcel us from the univcrsily, wondered whal 
in the heck I was doing ... Let me wa1k 
around for a £cw more minutes," I told 
them. I charted what I thought might be the 
course I'd run for the 100 and 200. I looked 
at the gra.c;s and 1he sky. 

I was home. 

In the spring of 1935, in the Big Ten 
meet, I won the sprints and set a world 
record in the long jump which lasted for 
about a quarter of a century. Even when the 
mecls were away from home, just the feeling 
that I was wilh lhe Ohio Slate team, and that 
I'd be returning to my room in Columbus, 
gave me so~ething !hat I never had before. 
So, when I wa.c; a junior'in 1936, I was ready 
for lhe Olympics in Berftn, Germany, and 
for Adolf Hiller. The dictator would wa1k 
out of the stadium right before I was about to 
compete, say all kind.o; of things to the press 
about me so I'd get mnd and lose my cool. 
He'd even groonxxl one of the German 
athletes for years to beat me, bul my three 
years at Ohio State had made me too secure, 
and I was able to come home with four gold 
medals. 

Yet the s1adium at Ohio Slate was only 
the "first acl." 'The atmosphere of Ohio 
itself was something special. And, mosl of 
all, Columbus. 

Whal exactly was it'? I've !bought about 
1ha1 a lot - on planes to Tokyo, on the ship 
10 1he Olympi,cs, and sometimes simply 

walking around my den in Chicago and, 
later, in Phoenix, where I now live. 

Fin;t, I think, it wa'> the mere physical 
si7.e of the, city. Columbus then, and now, 
loo, though it all work.c; together as one big 
place, was so different from Cleveland. To 
me, it wa.c; a lot of tiny cities within a city. 
OSU was one. But !hen there were the 
military and religiou.c; cen1crs; the business 
sections and aJI the rest~ new structures being 
put up, but with log hou.o;es spotted here and 
!here; even a penitentiary. I had read of the 
1930 fire there, where 320 prisoners were 
burned to death. I had to go look at the 
prison my first week in Columbu.c;. I had 
wanted Dave lo drive over with me, but he 
couldn't stand the thought of sightseeing in 
a prison. So he lei me use the car, and I went 
alone. 

When I got there, I sensed what he may 
have felt. We were both blacks from the 
Deep South and deep poverty, and where 
we'd come from was n prison. 

It was strange how Columbus was like 
Oakville - only with the bad turned good. 
lbc expanse. of it wRs only the beginning. 
Tbcrc was lhc sky at dusk for instance. In the 
middle of Ohio, there was a kind of 
luminous glow when lhc sun went down. 1 
never saw that glow in Cleveland, but it was 
so reminiscent of spring and fa]I in Alabama. 
The dirfcrence, of course, was when the sun 
went down in Oakville. we were all so 
exhausted that there was hardly energy left to 
talk. The five hours' sleep each of us got -
three for my father - was the only escape, 
the only thing to look forward to. 

When the sun went down in Columbus, 
I was still filled with energy. I slUdied - and 
thank goodness they didn't let me take 
courses like Basketweaving and Tying Your 
Shoelaces 101 -and learned. I was the first 
Owens to ever attend college .. 

Sure, I still had to work:. But my jobs 
were actua11y fun. 

I was running a freight elevator 12 hours 
a week in a new office building. They had 
just put in a few passenger elevators and had 
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" Above, Jesse Owens and Lorry Snyder, right, his coach of Ohio State. Owens soys 
that Snyder "knew more about frock and field than any other college coach in the 
world." On !he opposite page, Owens' reunion wilh his family in New York ofter the 
1936 Olympics. from left, Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland Owens, Jesse's father and 
mother; Jesse Owens; Mrs. Ruth Owens, Jesse's wife. 

hired two retired Ccllows of about 70 to run 
1ho~. I wasn•t supposed lo' pick up any 
passengers, bul it got a little boring waiting 
for freight in the basement. So, lo entertain 
myself, the minute !he signal would go on 
(which meant there was someone waiting to 
be picked up), I'd throw lhe thing into gear 
like I was coming out for the slart of a 
JOO-yard dash, make it to that floor before 
lhe two other operators had time to even 
close !heir doors, pick up !he passenger and 
be: gone. They'd get up there, and no one 
would be: there. 1 had them scratching 1hcir 
heads all day long. After a while, though, 
1hey told the boss that they couldn't 
understand why a whole day passed and they 
had only picked up half a do7.cn passengers, 
so 1 cooled it and went back to waiting for 
the freight boxes. 

I couldn't afford lo Jose the job, either, 
hccausc my first year at college I got 
married. I had been in love with Ruth since 
sixth grade. and if I had to be away from her 
a little longer I wanted us to at least be man 
and wife. But she was too young to get 
married in Ohio, so one weekend when lhere 
wasn't any track meet Dave Albritton and his 
girl drove us to anolher state where a justice 
of the peace tied the knot. ft has stayed tied 
47 years. Later on, we got "married" again, 
lhis 1ime in a church, with our parents and 
families !here. 

Rut the first ceremony is even more 
boldly etched in my memory. For one thing, 
1 had to have Ruth back home in Cleveland 
by 11 that night. So we started off before 
dawn, worrying that the car wouldn't make 
it back. 

After we said "I do," paid the justice of 
lhe peace and got back to Columbus that 
afternoon, I had $2 still left in my pocket. 
There was a little sandwich shop- on High 
St., I think-and !hat wao;where we had our 
wedding dinner. We lreated Dave and his 
girl, too. Four could eat on $2 in those days. 

But even after Ruth and I were openly 
married, I must admit I lived more with my 
running shoes than with Ruth. Larry Snyder 

had turned out to be everything I could m;k 
for in a coach. 

In a way, Larry wao; like Otar I es Riley 
- never pushy but always lcning you know 
lhat you'd wind up a loser if you didn't take 
his advice. I guess thafs why Riley liked 
him. Bui really, Larry didn•t even give 
advice. He knew more about track and field 
ihan any other college coach in the world, 
and ii was a thing of beauty when he 
"!aught" you something. Like the time he 
casually gave me a ride back lo my room. 
Only before I knew it we'd left the campus 
and were driving south. "What's up?" I 
ao;kcd. 

"Have you got an hour or two?" 
''Sure, Larry.'' 
"Well, there are some youngslers 

1hinking of transferring to Ohio State next 
year, supposed to be real talented runners, 
and I thought we could take a look at !hem 
together." 

It sounded sensible. But 25 minurcs 
later, we went down an old dirt road for 
about a mile and a half and pulled up next 10 

a huge pasture. That was one of the nice 
things about Columbus - go 15, 20 minutes 
in any direction and you'd wind up with a 
diHercnl piece of Americana. 

Larry climbed over lhe fence. I did the 
same. We walked toward a group of 
beautiful, wild-looking horses. "Oon't wor­
ry," Larry said, "I know the people who 
own the place. It's OK to come out here 
whenever I want." 

"But where are these kids that might go 
to Ohio State?" 

"You're lookin' at 'em." 
Larry had put me on. But I knew he 

never pulled 1he wool over your eyes without 
opening them up to something new. 

Th!:: horses were a liflle wild, and it took 
Larry a while to quiet one down enough to 
climb on. "I didn't know you were a horse 
lamer," I laughed as he was trying to climb 
on one of the spooked animals. He just 
grinned and said, "They're natural, and I 
want you to watch them." 

(continued) 
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A 1936 photograph shows Jesse 
Owens in front of a microphone, a 

crowd in the background, on the 
day of his return to Columbus ofter 

lhe Olympics. 

Owens 
continued 

In lhc next half-hour, I saw the most 
important 1hing about running. A few years 
hcrorc, Charles Riley had told me to watch 
how animals run and had shown me some 
films of cheetahs and horses and grey­
hounds. And Larry Snyder brought it home 
in a way I'd never forget. 

He rode that horse, without a saddle, 
sometimes out of sight, lhcn coming back. I 
knew it wasn't easy for him. The only thing 
he said during lhe entire time was .. watch 
the horse, not me, Jesse." 

Though he was in good shape, he was 
breathing heavily when he dismoun!ed. We 
got hack in the car and started to drive back 
Inward Columbus. I waited for him to talk. 
Eventually, he asked, "Whal did you see -
and don't make any jokes about me being a 
rodeo rider, OK?" 

I told him what I'd ~en. A horse didn't 
have any expression when it ran. No "I'm 
going to go as fast as I can go" look on his 
face, like a lot of runners. Yours hUly being 
one. 

Larry nodded. "Gritting your teeth 
doesn'I make you go any faster," he said. 
"What else?" 

I hesitated. "I don't know how to say it, 
Larry. It's jusl !hat they run naturaJly. 11ley 
don'l 1nake any mistakes." 

"Why do !hey run naturally?" 
I shrugged my shoulders. ''They just 

do." 
He grinned. "Right. They jus1 do. 

Because they're animals and they haven't 
learned any bad habits unless people teach 
them had habils. ''He didn't say anything for 
maybe half a minute. Then,'' A lot of people 
have hccn calling you a natural runner, 
Jesse, and in a way you arc. That's why you 
go so fas!, and why you've broken some 
records. It's a God-given gift. But you've 
got a bad habit. Not real bad, but enough. 
You could go fa<;ter if you didn't have that 
bad habi1. lbe horscdocsn'thave it. What is 
it?" 

l didn't know, so he told me. By asking 
questions. "Was the horse tired at the end?" 

"No. You were - lml lhe horse 
wasn't.'' 

Larry said the horse wa<>n 't tired partly 
because ii was in shape. But 1 was in shape, 
too. "The other reason he doesn'I get tired. 
Jess. is because he doesn't think about being 
tired. Particularly in the 200, you think about 
being tired. You know you've got the fastest 
start around, but you know guys like Ralph 
Metcalfe who are bigger and stronger than 
you are might come thundering past you at 
the end. Don't lhink abQul it. Don'1 ever 
think tired. Next week when you run, I want 
you to practice no! lhinking !ired. Run the 
200 like it was I.he 100." 

I nodded. But then I had to ask, ••How? l 
get tired afler 1hat first 150 yards." 

''So does the horse. But he docs11'1 lhink 
about it. Think like the horse when you run 
the 200. Don't think. Just nm." 

lbc next week was a wonder. Every time ~.­

I practiced the 200, I thought like the horse 
l,'d seen. I didn't think. I felt like I was_,,,.. 
flying. My times wer~e-faster than I had evei--­
done in practice. Sure, I was gasping a Jiule 
for 15 or 20 seconds afterward, but if you 
didn't tie that to the idea of being fatigued, 
you weren't fatigued. On Thursday, after I 
ran a really sparkling 200, Larry walked up 
to me and did something he'd never done 
before. "Run it again." 

You didn't run two 200s in a row. It just 
wasn't good training - or was it? 

"OK," I answered. "Give me about 20 
minutes." 

"Right now," he said. "Pretend you're 
a horse.'' 

I did ii. I only went two-tenths of a 
second slower lhan the first time! I wasn't 
tired. 1 had become the horse - a natural 
animal, which we all arc underneath, letting 
my body move for the sheer joy of it. "How 
about another?" I said to him afterward. 

"That's enough for today," he smiled. 
As I put my sweat clothes back on and 
started to walk off the track, he yelled, "But 
don't start eating oats, Owens." 

I would have eaten oats if Larry had 



" Called by many "a natural runner," Owens, right, shows the form that led him 
IO world records and Olympics triumph. The photo of a meel at Ohio Stadium 
was taken in 1934 or '35. 

wantc.d me to. Everything seemed to be 
going right for OSU. Our football team had 
won lhc llig Ten Champion.o;hip for the firsl 
time in 15 years. 

Bui it wa.'> Larry, and Ohio Stute, and 
Columhus, rhat got me to the Olympics as a 
college junior in 1936 and carried me 
lhrough some rough moments there, because 
Hiller had dirccled the brunt of his 
propaganda against the Americans and me in 
particular. 

Af1erward, it sure seemed like every­
thing would go my way. 1bc streets of New 
York were lined for miles with a parade just 
for me. 1ltc sickly. povcr1y-srricken kid 
from Oakville. Ala., seemed to have reached 
the lop of the mountain. Someone even 
thrust a paper bag into my hand as the 
convcrtihlc in which I wa<; riding made its 
way through the streets. There were 
thou.'>ands of dollars in it, in small bills. I 
wired ii back to Cleveland immediately, to 
buy a home for my parents -- the one dream 
they'd always had which they didn't dare 
helievc they'd ever gel. 1bere would bea lot 
more money, I figured. Millionaires were 
making me offers, and Ruth nnd I were 
slaying in a posh New York hotel, with one 
or those tycoons footing the bill. 

But when it came lime to stop slapping 
me on the back and actually start giving me a 
job, the big talk went up in smoke. I dropped 
out or college, because lhe future looked so 
rosy that I couldn't sec how I would need a 
degree. But it wasn't long before I was 
running against the horse, quit that, and then 
went back 10 Cleveland to the playground 
instnictor's job. I had anolher child on the 
way, and I hough I was still so famous that it 
boggled my mind. none of it was putting 
food on the table. Things weren't good. I sal 
down and talked wi1h my father one night. 
Thank goodne.'i.S, he and Mama had gotten a 
house OU! Of alJ Of it, but that' S about the 
only thing besides the four gold medals in 
my living room. 

Henry Owen.ii was a lot like Larry 
Snyder. He didn't tell you what lo do, and he 

didn't say much. But what he did say meant 
a lot. 

"When I'm in trouble," he said slowly. 
"and I guess !hat's been most of my life, I 
always tries to go to my roots. Maybe you 

_ should do that, J.C.'' Even though everyone 
had come to c.all me Jesse, my fa1her had 
nCver stopped calling me by my given 
initials, J.C. 

"You don't mean back to Alabama?" 

He shook his head. "TilC South's not 
your rools, J.C. Here in Cleveland isn't 
either.'' 

I knew he was right. My real roots - of 
whal I'd become and what I wanted to be -
were in Columbus. II was probably !he 
hardest thing I ever had to do, bul I moved 
Rulh and the kids there and finished up my 
last year al Ohio State. 

Gaining !he· degree made 1hc difference 
in my life. Yet I think that going back and 
finishing what I'd begun in Columbus was 
the most important lhing. I had to work hard 
to stay in school that senior year, but it was 
worth it 

Afterward. World War II war came, and 
I gol a good job in Dc!roil with the Ford 
Motor Co., which had turned its resources 
toward the military. Aflcr Iha!, I moved to 
01icago, where I lived for almosl 20 years. 
Now, I'm in Phoenix. 

But even though I went back to 
Columbus and .. finished" my education, 
Columbus has never ended for me. 1 go back 
whenever I c.an, sometimes just stopping off 
on lhc way to somewhere else, taking a 
couple of hours to walk lhe streets, look al 
lhe sky and look inside myself. 

Because that's. where Columbus will 
always be as long as I dr.tw a breath. 

Inside or me. • 

Jesse Owens, of Phoenix, Ariz., is now a 
public relations executive. Paul Neimark, of 
Highland Park, Ill., has written 17 books. 
hundreds of attic/es, a 1V movie and a 
television film, Jesse, scheduled to be 
relea.'>Cd thi.r; year. 



Jesse Owens Says ~e .Opposes 

·!~~>7~~!t Of Moscow Olympics 
PARADISE VALLEY, Ariz. \AP) -

Jesse Owens, \vho \Von four gold medal 
in the 1936 Olympics in Germany, says 
he opposes President Carter's pro­
posed U.S. boycott of the i\loscow 
games. 

"To me, it's not right in the eyes of 
God or the soul of man," said 0\vens. 

"Politics and \Vorld events should 
be kept out of the Olyn1pics. It hurts to 
have a kid \vho has trained, believed', 
lived. slept and ate Olyrnpics for years. 
and suddenly someone says you can't 
go." 

OWENS, 6~. has been undergoing 
chemotherapy treatn1ent for cancer of 
the left I ung. 

His comments on the Olympics- in 
an interview with Rick Lanning pub­
lished Thursday in the the Phoenix 
Gazette-were his first on the subject. 

His \Vifc, Ruth, said Owens has 
gained five pounds since doctors diag-

nosed the problem as lung cancer. 
Owens is undergoing chemotherapy as 
an outpatient at the University of 
Arizona Cancer Center in Tucson. 

HE WAS first hospitalized in Chica­
go in December after reporting short­
age of breath. 

Mrs. Owens said he suffers short­
ness of breath. has trouble talking and 
must limit visits. 

THE FA1\11LY home is in this·well­
to-do Phoenix suburb, in a subdivision 
known as Camelot. The Owens have 
three daughters and five grandchil­
dren. 

Because Q\vens was black, German 
leader Adolph Hitler refl,l.Sed to con­
gratulate him after he took gold 
medall) in the 100- and 200-meter 
dashes, the long jurnp and the 
40Q..meter relay race, smashing the 
Nazi dictator's dream of Aryan su-
premacy. 

Owens operates Jesse Owens Public 
Relations in Phoenix,. which has con­
tracts \vi th six major U.S. corporations 
to provide motivational impact for 
employees, concentrating on the sales 
staff. ' : 

"J\1Y HUSBAND is quite a man.~· 
says his wife and childhood sweet· 
heart. 

O\vens is a born-again believer, 
preaching Christ, morality, goodness 

,and being optimistic. He especially 
likes to talk to y0ung·athletes. 

"A person's race has nothing to do 
\Vith success," he said./'ln this country, 
thank God, you get what 'you want. You 
can achieve any goals you set for 
yourself. 

"To a ChriStian, that's no secret. 
The Bible has it all recorded in the Old 
and New Testaments .... " 



Recalls .days at OSU. with Jesse Owens 
Jesse Owens and I flrst met the summer . . 3- I Y" ~ O . 
my junior year in high schooL We were ·_ ·c·p n 

•th employed as junior counselors ·at the 1 '--
mng Men's Christian Association summer 
mp outside Cleveland. · · ·· 
My reminiscing. is triggered. by the fact 
at Jesse lies seriously ill at this moment 
a hospital in Phoenix. 
The summer after I graduated from St. 
natius lligh School, my mother stopped in 
e Sohio gas station at E. 93d and Cedar. 
sse was pumping gas there for summer 
nployment. · · 
He and my mother engaged in some small 
lk. During this exchange my mother men­
med that I had received a scholarship to . 
lend Ohio State University. Jesse had just 
ushed his freshman year there. 
Jesse told my mother to have me tele­
.one him and he would arrange housing 
r me when I came down to enter school in 
ptember. This was in 1934 and at the 
ne black students were not pennitted to 
·e in the university dormitories. And no 
lite fraternities pledged blacks. 
:>o my. freshman year Jesse and I were 
ommates. We lived in the home of a' black 
uple named Harrison with several other ' 
1dents. Located in the university district, 
was about a five-minute walk to campus. 
His volunteering to arrange for my living 
oditicns and be sort of a big brother to 

'.:: 

" 

·,_ 

me was characteristic of ~ess~'s generous 
nature and his concern for other people. 
Jesse has always been soft-spoken; he 
smiles a lot and I don't ever recall his 
speaking ill of anyone. At the time he did 
not drink or smoke. 

Jesse dressed like a fashion model. I al­
ways envied him because his face was as 
smooth as a baby's and he never had to 
shave. Women literally threw themselves at 
him. It is a credit that today, 48 years later, 
he is still married to the same woman, 
Ruth. . 

A !though he was one of the outstanding 
athletes of the first half of this century, he 
still had to work his way through college. 

Jesse worked nigh.ts in a state office 
building. I think the university treated him 

"Shabbily. I recall in particular that he was 
refused admission to two of the honoraries 
for outstanding students. One was Bucket 
11.Dd Dipper, the other Sphinx. ' 

Their excuse was his academic point 
average did not qualify him. Had he been 
an athlete in today's· times, he would have 
been fantastically wealthy as are most of to­
day's star athletes. 

The 0ccasion that lives In my memory 
most vividly is when Jesse came back t6 the 
house In Columbus after the Berlin Olym­
pics in 1936. He bad won four gold medals, 
in the 100 and 200-meter dashes, the 400 
meter relay and the broad jtimp. 

Adolph Hltler left the Stadium after he 
had won these four events and did not 
shake his hand as was the custom. We stood 
around listening to ,Jesse open mouthed. 
True to his generous nature, Jesse was not 
vindictive about Hitler's snub. 

Cleveland can be thankful that his par­
ents, who came from a rural Alabama cot­
ton farm chose our city and that Fairmount 
Junior High School and East Tech where 
Jesse went·to school helped him cultivate 
the detennination, dedication and disci­
pline to become the world'S'fastest human 
being. We wish him that same rate of speed 
in his.recovery. 
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f Jesse Ow-ens Dies 

Of Cancer At 66 
.3-3\-'00 

Byl'aul Hornung 
Of 1'1>11 DiJpalch 51oH 

.Ja1nes Cleveland ",fesr;c" Ov.·~ns, 
most famous of all U.S. track .stars. has 
lost \vhat ·he called his "toughest 
battle," a fight against cancer. 

The 66-year-old ·Ohio State alum­
nus. who once set three \vorld records 
and tied anothe1· on one afternoon, 
died at 5:40 a.n1 1\-londay in the 
University of Arizona He~1lth Sciences 
Center in Tucson. 

His wire, Ruth. \~'as at his side. 

OWENS WAS hospitalized last Dec. 
12 1n Chicago, \Vllere his illness \Vas 
diagnosed as adenocarcinon1a, a forin 
of cancer doctors said is usually 
associated \Vith heavy cigar(•tte sn1ok­
ing. Doctors said Q\vens .s1noked about 
a pack a day. 

Ov..-ens said hl' faced "the biggest 
battle of my life" but that he hoped to 
··.\vin this race." He did not. 

Owens' greatest fame resulted fro1n 
the 1936. Olympk' Games in Berlin, 
althoilih he had already enjoyed 
nationaliacclairn foi his track 3C{'Om­

pJislnnC:nts at Cleveland Enst Techni­
t:al High School and Ohio State Univer­
sity. 

THAT. IIE collecu.:d four gold n1l'd­
aJS hl ·the 193{{ Oly1npics creatcc.. 
international attention. He \Von the 
100-meter dash, tying the \Vorld rec­
ord, the 200-meter <lash, :::l•tting an 
Oly1npic recor<l, the long jurnp, estab­
lishing another Gan1es mark, and 
;111chored the winning U.S. 400-ineter 
·relay te:1m 

Bu·t perhaps more rcn1t~n1bered 
was the snub by then-Gernlan dictator 
Adolf H.itler. O\vcns recalled latpr 
that "Hitler had directed the brunt of 
·his (pre-Olympic) propaganda against 
the An1ericans and me in particular ... · 

So frustrated ~·as Hitler by Q\vens' 
heroics lhat he left tile Olytnpic 
stadiu1n to ilVtJJd prc~e11t1ng 1ncdall'i to 
tre black American lron1 01110 

-=•fIE \VOULO walk out right before 
I \\'.~S to con1pete," O\vens recalled 
late··. "lie would say all kinds of things 
•0 the prpss about 1ne. llP had even 
gro.'>1ned one of the GL>r111an uthletes 
for_years to beat 1ne'." 

None e\1Cr did, of course. None even 
can1ie close. 

ironically, Qv;en$ forn1cd a friend· 
ship during the Olympics with a white 
German \\'ho' obviouslv risked Der 
l·~uhrer's \Vf{)th because of his ovcr­
\vhellning adn1iration for the g1·cal 
An1el'ican athlete. 

01~11akh Pholo 

.JESSE OWENS 

U\ven!:> ~inti tile l.iern1<.Jn correspond­
ed for u nu1nber of years afterward 
and enjoyed se\'eral warm reunions. 

O\VENS \VAS born in Oakville. 
Ala .. one of nine children of a cotton 
sharecropper. He helped his father in 
the fields. 

\Vhen he was 7 years old, he 
l'Ontractl•d pneu1nonia and nearly 
died. A brother and sister did die 
during the epiden1ic. 

"1\.Iy parents knew vie had to leav<-! 
tf \Ve \vefe to survive," he said years 
later. 

''\Ve had no place to go, but \Ve sold 
the mule and anything else the boss 
\Vould buy, and kept heading north. We 

stopped \vhen \VC came to Lake Erie " 
0\11ens said. ' 

The farnily settled in Cleveland. 

,. 1\S A HIGI-~ school senior at East 
fech,, O\vcns tied the world record of 
H.4 seconds in the 100-yard dash and 
~et a sc~olasti<: record of 24 feet g % 
.inches 1n th.e Jong .Juinp during an 
1nterscholast1c meet rn Chicago. 

Colle.ge recruiters swarmed around 
the skmny 20-year-old, offering all 
Sor.ts of 1nducemcnLc;:, But he selected 
?h10 State for st:veral reasons, includ~ 
ing t~e fact it was near home and he 
\Vas impressed by both Larry Snyder 
the .Buckeye truck coach, and Ohi~ 
Stadium, where he would win many 
races. 

Owens became known as "1'he Buck­
eye Bullet." 

Owens highlighted his first year of 
college varsjty co1npetition with what 
is ackno\vledged to be the greatest 
single day by any track and field 
performer. 

THAT WAS on May 25, 1935. In 70 
minutes in the Big Ten Championships 
<it ~\Jicliig<in, O\vens tied the \vorld 
record in winning the 100-yard dash 
IH.4l ;,nd set world records in the 
~20-yard ddsh !20.:lJ, 220 low hurdles 
t22.6i and the long jump (26 feet '4 
inl'hes L 

'I'hat \Vas one year before he won 
four gold medals in the Olympics. 

(J\vens recently opposed President 
Carter's ca Ir for. boycotting the Moscov.• 
Oly1npics, saying politics has no place 
in the Gaines. 

OWENS' 1936 Olympic feats have 
,beco1ne a yardstick by which other 
acco1nplish1nents are measured. 

\Vhen swimmer iYlark Spitz \VOn an 
extraordinary seven gold n1edals in the 
1976 Summer Gaines in i\.1unich. it was 
compared \Vith Q\vens' record. And 
\vhen Eric Heiden swept five gold 
medals in speed skating events at the 
1980 \Vinter Games in Lake Placid, 
NY .. again it \Vas O\vens' name that 
surfaced for co1npcirisons. 

Perhaps the best indication of his 
greatness, though. \Vas that it took four 
decades before the last of his 11 \Vorld 
records in lrac:k and field vanished 
fro1n the record books. , 

"! LOOKED upon them as a part of 
history," he said in 1975, shortly after 
his narne disappeared from the list of 
rceord-holdcrs. "I \Vas .proud to be 
involved in that history-making pro­
cess; but I have nothing but admiration 
for the kids coming along today." 

Unlike today's. Olympians who, with 
the help of televisiqn and the mass 
media, have the opp'ortunity to become 
instant superstars, OWens found that 
many doors did not open for'him after 
his 1936 triumphs. ' 

He did not reiurn ·.to- star in the 
·movies as Johntiy Weissmuller and 
Sonja Henie did. lie Could not star in 
another sport, as Babe Didrikson did 
on the golf links, or becom'e iriVol ved in 

; politics, as Bob Mathias-· and Rafer 
Johnson did. He could not turn profes­
sional, as Dick Bu ton, Dorot.hy Hamill 
and other figure skaters did. 

INSTEAD, OWENS beeame a sort of 
sideshow attraciicin. He raced ·against 



horses and. later, toured \Vith basket­
ball's Harlem Globetrotters, running 
exhibition races as a halftime attrac­
tion. 

"Sure, it bothered me," he once said 
of the fact the color of his Skin took 
precedence over everything else. "But 
you have to remember there is a vast 
difference between my time and to­
day's tiinc. 

"Young blacks today are living in a 
world that is changing, a world in 
\vhich a 1nan with ability and who is 
prepared can \Vork and succeed at 
\vhat he is doing." 

ULTIMATELY, Owens became a 
successful business1nan, a national 
spokesrnan for the Ameican Olympic 
movement and the U.S. State Depart­
rnent's "An1bassador to Sports." 

Forty years after President Franklin 
0. Roosevelt failed to invite 0\Vens to 
the \Vhite J{ouse, President Gerald R. 
Ford honored Owens by presenting 
hirn \Vith the Presidential ~ledal of 
Freedorn at the \Vhite House on Aug. 5, 
1976. 

Recently, Q\vens said, "I was born in 
Alaba1na and then spent 12 years in 
ClevP!and, but in a deep sense, maybe 
the deepest. Coiurnbus is ho1ne to nie." 

Colun1bus and the \vorld have lost a 
great star 

O\vens served for 51.1:1 years as a 
sports speci~11ist for the Illinois Youth 
Co1ntnission, before organizing his o\vn 
business, .Jesse Q\vcns Inc., in Chicago. 
'fhP finn did public relations and 
1narket research. 

O\vcns later moved to Phoenix, 
\vhcre he n1"ade his home \Vith his wife, 
Ruth. to \Vho1n he was 1narried ear~y in 
his Ohio State days. He did extensive 
traveling and conducted his business 
fron1 ~:>hocnix. 

Ohio State University President 1-1 .. 
old Enarson announce·d Monday mor· 
ing that he has recommended to ! ' 
board Of trustees that the track dl 

Ohio Stadiwn be named the Jesse 
Owens Track and that three of the 
university's recreation centers be ren-
amed in Owens' honor. ,. 



c • 1 , 

PRIZED POSSESSIONS - Jesse Owens displays the 
case holdin~ the four Ol)111pic gold n1edals he won in 

the 1936 Gemes in a 1970 photo. Of all Owens'track and 
field av..-ards, th~ his most prized possessions. 
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llAPP\' !IO~rncmHNG ·- .Jesse 
{J\ven:; pre:;ents hi:; daughter i\.l3r· 
ll'1 nc.• \\'Jth thP 1960 Ohio St11te 

Pn1vc.•rs1ty ho1ncco1ning queen tro­
phy ~dter she \VOil the honor at her 
t'allH1r·s al1na rnater in lH!lO 
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Jesse Owens 
3-31-<66 'DrsPA\C(.\ 

The Gold And The Glory 

F .. UtrLIAH FLYING FORM - Jesse 
0\vens flies through the air at Ohio 
Stadiu1n during the longJt1mp event 
:.it ci lrack rncet in 1936 before he 

'>;l>\iJ~rt"-· 

;ourneyed to G<•rmany and cap­
tured four gold n1cdals in the 1936 
Olyrnpic Gaines in Berlin. 



. 
·UE_RO'S \VELCO!\IE -- .Jesse O:.vens receives a 
?iero's \\.'Clcome in a ticker-tape parade do\Y!l 
81=0;,id\~·;iy in ;'\Jc\v York City after his triu111nh;-111t 

. " 
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relurn fro1n the 1936 Olympic Gaines in Berlin. 
0\Vf.'lts' foul' gtj'l'tf'iTiedal perforrnance at the 
Gaines helped "deflate Adolf Hitler's dream of 

Aryan superiority in the event. \vhich Hitler 
hoped would shc)\vcasc his ··n1aster race.'' 

3:. 3/ -8' 



FAl\llLY HEli~IO:\' +- Jesse Q\vens poses \Vith his 
f<Bnily al the Harlen1 ho1ne of stage and screen star Bill 
Robinson after ()\~·en:-;' return f1:on1 lhe 1936 Olympic 

Gan1es in Berlin. Frorn left are his father and mother, 
Mr. and l\lrs. Cleveland Otvcns. Q\l:ens and his wife 
Ruth. 
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SPOILS NAZI MYTII --- Jesse Ow­
ens, center, salutes as the U.S. 
natio11;:1J ;u1them is played after one 
of hi:-; gold rnedal performances Jn 

• -. . 
\. 

•STAR Af.JD COACH - Jesse Owens 
and his ()hio Staie Univel'Sity track 
'~0<:1ch, Larry Snyder. right, appear 

the lH:~o Olyrnpic Garnes. Owens' 
four gold n1edals shattere~ Adolf 
lfitlel'·s hopes for Aryan supremacy 
at the Berlin Games . 

at <Hl OSU ceremOny honoring 
0.\vens .after his retw·n frOm Uie 
1936 Olympic Games. 



Fonner OSU track star JESS le OWENS will he honored 
at halflitne in Saturday's OSU-Ut'L;\ g:an1e \Vith a for-
1nal dedication of the running track in ()hio Stadiun1, 
and three university recreation centers narned ror 
()\\'ens hy Ohio State's Board of' 'I'rusl(•es in t\pril. 
()\vcns, ,,·ho died i\1arch :~I, is best kncnvn for his four 
t:;old 1nedals in the JH:~H Berlin Oly1npics. 

Col!erl by many "a natural runner," Owens, righl, shows the form that led hin1 
ro world records and Olympics lriuniph. The photo of a meet at Ohio Stodtum 
was 1oken in 1934 or '35. 
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e~s<11!. · fs Iea'ps to a gold medal in the long jump 
at th 193( Berlin Olympics. The former Buckeye 

Nazi Hunter. Urges Naming. 
Berlin Ave1.1ue For Owens 
])15P/l:TCl-\ CJ <>i -SD 

VIENNA, Austria {AP) - Simo.n 
Wiesenthal, the well-kno\vn "Nazi hun­
ter," proposed Monday that an avenue 
leading to the Berlin stadium where 
.Jesse Owens triumphed in the 1936 
Olympics be renarned after the Ameri­
can track star. 

WIESENTHAL said he had made 
the same suggestion previolL<;ly but 
was told by West Berlin authorities 
that streets c6uld not be named after 
living persons. 

The ne\V proposal to change the 
avenue's name was made in a telegram 
sent to West Berlin Mayor f'ritz 
Stobbe. \Viesei-ithal said it would be a 
gesture of "111oral reparation o( injury 
done to him by Jlitler." 

HE APP1\RENTLY \vas referring to 
the long.standing i1npression that Nazi 
dictator Adolf Hitler snubbed Owens 
at the 1936 Gaines by not shaking his 
hand because of his race. Hitler, 
however, had been told by Olyinpic. 
officials not to shake the hands of any 
of the competition's winners. 

Wiesenthal heads the Je\vish Docu­
mentation Center in Vienna, whose 
re'cor~s and investigations 'have led to 
the arrest of numerous Nazi war 
rri1nin:'!l~. 

esse Owens Dies 

United Press International 
died Monday of lung cancer'"ilt"thC l:JliiVCrSity 'of 
Arizona Health Sciences Cf:nier. 

~ 
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'i;,"B~Jn~tQr · 
'!f Tho Oi$poto'i :1off 

"Former .Ohio- State track coacn 1 

L~try.Snyder was "choking his way.· 
.through 'thii'tears" when he heard of 
J,es{ie'. (:)wens' death Monday. morni~g, 
bllL r~mempered Owens as the· best 
athlete he ever.coached. 

"I cOach,ed a lot .or tremendous, 
_athlete.s .• " saj~ t~~ 83·year-old Snyder,· 
·,vho retired as·Btickeye track coach in 
1965 afler·ein·cis'u career than spanned 
40 years. : . · · 

.~'He was t.he greatest 'by far. I've 
neve·r seen.arl'athlete who was so great. 
iii so many·ctiffetent events." 

tell what will happen to a boy after he 
gets·to·college. . 

"I had severed conversations with 
.Je~se at various track meets aboUt: 
coming here. But it WCJS the students -
lhe big mer:i on campus-.:. who got him 
l6 come here. They had conversations' 
with him, drove up to Cleveland 

· '. helpeq him pa£i! __ his cloth.!'s and 
br,ought him back tO Columbus. I was 
:very grateful." · 

; ·SNYDER 'sTILL IS. The memories 
Owens gave his former coach ar·e 
numeroUs,. including the Olympics and· 

There could be no more convincing tile 1.9:ip Big T~n meet liJ Ann Arbo.r·. 
testimony .to·.:. that 'than Owens' fou'r Mich., where the fleet sprinter cracked 
golq me.dal performance in the 1936. three world records. ' 
Olympics in Berlin, when the Cleve- : Bllt as much as any 'performance, 
land atlJ)~te .foiled Adolf Hitler's uieo- Snyder·:ren\en\tiers the 1936 Big Ten 
ry of ''Aryan supremacy" to the deli,ght meet in Ohio Stadium when Owens got 
of the free world. Snyde~ recalled that Off to a very bad start in the ·10~ 
he. wasn't at all surprised by ttre hurdles and was last by 20 yards wiih 
am.ai:ing performance. less than half the race to run. 

·=----"~-o-b~Qsgo:o~ __ of Michigan wa~_ le.~.d' 
... "JESSE-WAS --Cc>iffidenr gomg m, ihg, and he told me that when Jesse 

3pd I w·as very confident,"·said Snyder. went by him,' it sounded like a· 
"In my mind, he was going to win every thunderstorm," sa'id Snyder. Owens. 
ityent i~fwtiich·h~ was entered. There won that race, like most of the others 
wasn't any doubt about that. He did,' he ran ... 
loo: .. : Snyder said that "we didn't coach 

·~He "".as a great track star then, and much in those days,'' and \von't take 
he ·was gretit all his Iif~. His attitudes credit ror many of Owens' incredible 
and beliefs ahvays helped me and truck accomplishments. But Snyder: 
thousarids of other people.. deserved at least a share of the credit 

"He· was a tremendous hwnan for making sure that his track stat' wa.s 
being:" · . 'ready for the 1neets that· Counted. 

Snyd.er recalled that \Vhen Owens 
attCnQed Ohio State., neither he nor "I TOOK A great deal of credit \Vii.h' 
any' of the othe.r bl•ck .a.thletes \yas my!:ielf on·. having Jesse .rig~i. at 'the 
pcrl)litted to stay in ~he same hotel right time:"· said Snyder. ''You can't 
with white track team men1bers. make a gre3t athlete, but aS a co3ch,· 

"It didn't seem to bother Jesse· at you can at least have them right for the 
big meets. He was right for both· the 

all, at the time:.'' sa·id Snyder. "He Just big meets. here ;.tnd Over iii EUrope. 
accepted· it and. went on. But I learried · 
later that it did bother him a little, ~nd . ."We got • break in the Olympics 
1 think he carried that with hinl in because the Spanish team pulled out 

because of the their civil war, and we 
late~ years.. \Yere given ·the· opportunity to move 

"IT SEE~ED like it \vas all right to into their quarters. Bec8use.~o.f tilat, 
do those things then, but now 1 kuo\v.. .Jesse .didn't ·have to go .back' to the 
thHt it was'n't all right. I think. in the: Olynlpic Village for lunch:· · 
long run. Jesse felt it.~· "He was entered in so many events, 

Snyder said. that the first tillH~ he he was "running ri·i'C:irni'ng and, after-
sa;\v Q\vens was ut the f\.'lansfield Helay~r, noon: and this gave him an opportunity 
\Vhile .Jesse was still in high school, but to Stay clOse to the stadiUm'.and rest.- I, 
that he didn't k140\'-' then. thiit "the stayed with him and talked (0 him, and ' 
youngster fro1n Cleveh.1nd \\'OU/d turn I think that helped some, too." 
out to be the legei1dary tnick star he 
v.·as destined to beco1ne. . 

"Y0u knevv• he \V<tS go111g to be 
good,"·said Snyde~. "But you ciln never 

: Snyder had nwnerous Opportuni~ 
·'.ties to tal.k~to Owens, both· a's a coacli 
; .and for many years· later aS: a 'ffie'nd·:_ 
! which iS.Qrie· reaSoh .th3t·OWen51 de'ath 
jhhtiim'.st>',lJara. c. ,,._ .. ··=. . 
I ' " ';\~ '.i • , • • • . ' 

"\VE .TRAVELED by.;.c,,r,: in\t))ose 
days." said_':S~yder .. ··so ~e.;.'tiad·.-PleritY.:· 
or \in1e tO tan•. We had .c9nve·rsat'iOns 
aboU~ philo~bphy, reJigion atjd politic~. 
nnd. tall):ing_, with Jesse' about- tho'se 
thi:ngs y,i;;is .. _r_e~JIY .. interesqng.:·. Yo'u 
really'·ger lO.·knOW a ·pe:r:sor1 Whi?ri yb'u 
traVel With him.'' : · · ···· ·\ · .1 • "· 

As Snyder "g0t to· ·krio~'' Ov;ens ·as 
both an-'athlele and. a. person," he' liked 
what he knew .. of.:bOth.'; ' ·'. · ....... 

, · ".This isi.'tou'gh;"it' reairy'·is:'. said 
·l SnYder.·' ••He~ wiis .. ·.'sUCJi'.:a,~·W'oriaeff'u·1 

·Per.Son.,:;~·:.<.~"-~.',.,/:'· .. "·;:~ .. :...':·.:~'."·~. 
· .:'(Xild as.:.an: athlete?'. WeJJ,,:he··W3s 

given ?it a·:v.a.rd as.··~he·great~.~t.3Uilet~ 
of.the haff century. :.: ... : :: : .. , 

·:i. w.o~Jd say,. ttiat. that'.pretty. w·eu 
says it, w'9uJdn'(you? 1

' • 



Jesse Owens, L~ft; Coach Larry Snyder Meet Again b1 Ohio Stadium 
Fortner OSU i'rack Star Received Special Recognitioli.°On.'Day 0( Charnpious~ Oct. 5~- 1952 



For release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Ohio State Universi'. 

Communications Services 
102 Administration Building 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus. Ohio 43210 
Phone: 614-422-2711 

March 31, 1980 

Attached is the text of a statement by President Harold L. Enarson 

on the death of Jesse Owens. Also attached is the text of a resolution 

that was mailed to The Ohio State University Board of Trustees March 28 

recommending the naming of facilities in honor of Mr~ Owens. 

It is expected that the Board of Trustees will act on the 

recommendation at its next meeting which is scheduled for Arpil 4 at 

Newark, Ohio. 

I offer these recommendations to the Board with great 

personal enthusiasm. We hope these new honors will convey 

to Mr. Owens' family and to the millions across this 

country who held him in the highest regard -- a sense of 

the admiration and continuing affection in which he will 

always be remembered by his alma mater. 
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PRESIDENT ENARSON' S STATEMENT RECOM~IENDING THE NAMING OF 

FACILITIES FOR JESSE OWENS 

The death of Jesse Owens marked the passing of one 

of The Ohio State University's most illustrious sons. 

In 1972, this University was privileged to confer upon 

him the honorary Doctor of Athletic Arts degree in tribute 

to his accomplishments as an athlete and his services as 

a humanitarian. 

His athletic achievements are legendary. They do not 

need a detailed recounting here. Yet the mere mention of 

his name prings to mind two moments perhaps unique in the 

annals of track and field competition. 

We remember that day in 1935 when he set three world 

records and tied a fourth in a meet against the University 

of Michigan. 

We remember the Berlin Olympics in 1936 when he won 

four gold medals and in the process destroyed before the 

world Hitler's myth of racial superiority. 

Jesse Owens has been called the champion of the century • 
. 

As an athlete, he carried the name of this University and 

this country to new heights of world acclaim. As a friend 

and advocate of youth, .an ambassador for the best that 



sports has to offer, as a humanitarian in the highest 

sense of the word, he earned world respect: His life 

exemplified the foundation on which The m1io State University 

has been built -- opportunity and excellence. 

As long as there are people who compete in sports, 

the name of Jesse Owens will be remembered. As long as 

there are people who contemplate and comprehend the 

tragic waste of racial discrimination, the life of Jesse 

Owens will shine as a beacon. 

So that his name and his life may stand as a continuing 

example to this University and to all who will come here 

in the future, I have recommended to the Board of Trustees 

the following: 

First, that the track in Ohio Stadium be named the 

Jesse Owens Track. In this way his singular achievements 

as an intercollegiate and Olympic athlete will serve as an 

enduring inspiration to the thousands who come to the 

stadium each year. 

Second, that the three recreation centers opened by 

the University in 1976 be re-named in his honor. This 

recommendation is particularly fitting. Jesse Owens spent 

much of his adult life helping young people develop their 

full potential -- as athletes, as students, as human beings. 

His efforts were directly in keeping with the spirit and 

purpose for which these recreational facilities were built. 



;n tn.e 
Press Box 
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With Pnul Hornung 

Owens' Later Life 

ZM~f~#~d 3f!if _{;eats 
Greatness. as 1t 1s \\'llfl so1ne chosen tew, 

appeared to be preordained for Jesse O\vens. 
Ho\V else \VOU!d this particular son in a family of 

nine children of a povert.Y~ridden Alabama sharec~ 
ropper rise to \Valk literally with kings, and then to 
die mantled \Vi th the glory of everyone's Hall of Fame 
- for track, citizenship and other qualities which 
rnagnify a 1nan to\vard in11nortality. 

Perhaps this inevitability is illustrated by the fact 
Jesse, nearly n1issed one of his n1ost celebrated 
1noments on sports' stage. 

ON A MONDAY before the 1935 Big Ten track 
cha1npionsh1ps in Ann .Arbor, l\1ich., Owens strained 
his back so severely, as Coach Larry Snyder recalled, 
"\Ve \veren't sure he \Vas going to be able to run at 
alL" 

0\vens and son1e of his friends \Vere \Vrestling 
around on a landing bct\veen the first and second 
floors of their fraternity hotLse and, O\vcns explained 
later, "I lost n1y balance and rolled down the stairs. 

"i\ty back \Vas so bad the next rnorning, they had 
to help 1ne out of bed." 

He worked out "very, very lightly," Snyder 
recalled, on Tuesday and \Vednesdny. 

",Jesse, i\1el \Valker, Dave Albritton and I <lrove 
up to Toledo." said Snyder, "\vhere \Ve helped 
"dedicate a Y1\:IC1\. Walker \Vas from there and had set 
it up. Fro1n there \VC \vent on to Ann Arbor. 

··JESSE RODE IN the rumble seat. We lifted him 
111 and lifted hi1n out. I really didn't know H he coqld 
do anything in the tneet, but he kept saying, 'Don't 
worry, coach, I'll be all right.' He surely was." 

After \Vork1ng kinks out of his aching back, Jesse 
tied the \VOrld record for the 100-yard dash, broke 
the \VOrld record in the long jun1p, broke the \VOrld 
record for the 220·yard dash and broke the \Vorld 
record for the 220 IO\V hurdles. 

All that transpired \Vithin a span of about 70 
rn1nutcs. No other track athlete ever had such a day 
-and, for irony, it \VilS an Ohio Stater perfonning on 
<i :iolichigan track 

If you sr:111 the IfJ?0-80 edition of Big Ten 
ConfeTence Hecvn1s. all four of Ov.'cns' records still 
stand .. 9.4 111 tht· 100. 20.3 in the 220. 22Ji in the 
hurdles and :2£i fvl't. '1-1nch In the ju1np 

O\\'ENS' OLY.\lPIC !eat~ the follo\\'tr1g· :-ear tn 
Bt'rlin - lour gold rnedals ·-- and his tacit t\veak of 
arrogant Adolf J11lil'r'3 nose g;uned greater \\'Oriel 
and national accl~1i1n. i\e\V York accorded O\\·ens a 
ticker tape parade -- lhe ultin1ritc in recognition in 
those da,ys ·- \vhen he returned fro1n (JernHu1y 

But tho3e privileged to knov.1 .Jessl' O\vnes cnrry 
far rnore precious 1nc1norics 

As an Ohio State freshman in 1935, I first sa\\' 
th\'ens in action in a night meet against Notre Dame. 
Snyder recalled lhat .. \VC sel up 1nobile lights beside 
the track ·· 

The start of the 2:.!0-yard dash v.1as at the end of 
;1 :-.pur - .since removed - \Vhich extended, south 
I ron1 the southeast gate of Ohio Stadiun1. 

ON THAT NIGJIT, the gun .cracked in the 
darkness outsi~e the stadiun1. Suddenly, the runners 
rciccd under the lights at the stadiu1n gate. Nothing in 
40 years of covering sports made a n1ore indelible. 
unpression on 1ne than the sight of Jesse O\vens 
gliding over the cinders to an easy victory. -

'I'his \Vas sheer poetry of 1nuscular fuotion as the 
lights picked up Owens' bronze body - he. had a 
rnagnificent physique - and highlighted it down the 
track . . torso erect, legs pumping smoothly· like 
tuned pistons, arms S\vinging free, head hardly 
bobbing. · 

Precious few athletes are blessed with that grace 
of movement. Joe DiMaggio played center field that· 
way. So did Willie Mays. People used to ask, ~'How 
fast could .Jesse run if he re~lly pushed?" 

IIE WAS PUSllING. He was going his fastest. He 
did it so effortlessly that it merely accentuated his 
opponents' straining and thrashing. 

Snyder said that "he was able to run fulrspeed 
\Vhile being relaxed." That explains it well. And it· is, 
in essence, the picture of a conswnmate athlete. 

A.nether indelible memory for me came in the 
1936 Big Ten meet in Ohio Stadium. ! · 

''.Jesse was a great starter," Snyder recalls, but 
\\'IU~n the field in the low hurdles came into view of 
!he cro\vd, there was no Owens in sight. 

He had missed the start badly this one, rare time. 
··He \Vas 18 to 20 yards behind when the runners 
can1e to the stadiwn gate," Siiyder s'aid. But Owens 
:-;till \von, besting Michigan's Bob Osgood. 

"I'VE ALWAYS SAID it was the fastest 220 ever 
run," Snyder added, "except· that Jesse ran it over 
hurdles.•· 

It's tragic that sports television had not been 
pt~rfected in the n1id-1930s. What a sensation Jesse 
\vould h;1vc been, had the \vorld's millions of sports 
fans been able to see his heroics as they happened. 
Lesser heroes liave enjoyed more acclaim because of 
the timing of their careers. • 

But, though his track exploits have carved 
immortality for hiJn, .those of us, who knew Jesse 
()wens treasure more the man he became. I-le was a 
polished public speaker, far more articulate and 
profound than many who carried more college 
degrees. 

Ohio .state accorded him an honorary degree. It 
elected htm a charter member of its Athletic Hall of 
F'a1ne. Former Football Coach Woody Hayes recently 
proposed that "the traek in the stadium has got to be 
named the Jesse Owens traek. They ean put a plaque 
up there that will let all the young athletes in future 
years knO\'./ that .this was the home of.Jesse Owens." 



Ohio.ans l1011or 

Jesse Owens 
I_ li"k,,,",0 {Cj $o 
U11jt;lJ~ Intcrimllom1I 

All-time track great 
Jess'e O\vens \Vas remen1-
bered by Ohioans Monday 
as '"the greatest athlete of 
our lin1e" and a n1odel for 
youths \Vho \Vas "al\vavs 
willing to help other 
people."" 

0\vens, 66, \vho \VOn four 
gold medals in the 1936 
Berlin Olympics to the 
chagrin of Adolph Hitler, 
died early Monday of lung 
cancer in Tuscon, Ariz. 

Gov. James A. Rhodes 
praised Owens as "the 
greatest athlete of our 
time" who "took his athle­
tic skill into larger arenas, 
servmg throughout his life 
as· both a symbol of hope 
and as inspiration to young 
people." 

An Alabama native 
whose father moved to 
Cleveland to escape the 
poverty 0 r a sou them 
sharecropper. Q\vens at­
tended Cleveland East 
Tech High School and Ohio 
State University. 

At college he came under 
th'c tutelage of former OSU 
track coach Larry 
Snyder, 84. 

"\Vhcn he \Vas in school 
he \Vas the grc..•aatest boy 
that n coach \VOuld have 
\vanted, and he \vas also the 
finc~t 1nan as he grc\v up 
and developed,"' said 
Snyder. "He undoubtedly 
was one of the greatest 
athletes ever." 

Snyder shared in Owens' 
triumphs \vhen he shat­
tered four world track re­
cords as a college con1-
petitor in a 1935 meet in 
Ann Arbor, Mich., and the 
following year when he 
made Olympic history. 

"The Ann Arbor deal 
\Vhere he broke world re­
cords in rour events and 
tied another is one that one 
\vould never forget " 
Snyder said. ' 

"He was one of the great 
ones, there's no doubt 
about it, probably the 
greatest,"' Owens' former 
coach said. 

Snyder also remembered 
Olvens for his tireles·s 
energy. 

'
1! \Vrote hin1 a letter a 

couple of years after I vis-

ited him in Phoenix three 
years ago and tried to get 
him to slow down a bit, but 
he thought he could do so 
much good, such a good job 
in making speeches and 
showing people how to live 
a good life. which he did, 
that he didn't- slow down a 
particle."' 

"The death of .Jesse 
Owens marked the passing 
of one of the Ohio State 
University's most illustri­
ous sons,"' said OSU Presi­
dent Harold.Enarson. 
. "We remember that day 
m 1935 when he set three 
world records and tied a 
fourth in a meet against the 
University of lVIicli.igan,'' 
Enarson said. "We re­
member the Berlin Olym­
pics, when he won four gold 
medals and in the process 
destroyed before the world 
Hitler's myth of racial 
superiority."' 

Enarson also recbrn­
mended to the Ohio State 
Board·ofTrustees that uni­
versity facilities be named 
in honor ofO\vens, who was 
conferred \Vith an honor­
ary Doctor of Athletic Arts 
degree in 1972. 

Enarson recommended 
that the track in the Ohio 
Stadium by named the 
.Jesse Owens track, and that 
three recreation centers 
opened by the university in 
1976 be re-named in his 
hon qr. 

Rhodes said O\vens \Vas a 
personal friend from his 

·days at Ohio State and as a 
page in the Ohio' General 
Assembly. He will espe­
cially be remembered at 
Cleveland East Tech High 
School and at Ohio State 
where he trained, played 
and competed as a young 
111an. 

"Generations of students 
to come at these schools 
will have an unparalleled 
example of greatness to 
help guide their develop­
ment into citizens of the na­
tion Jesse loved so much,"' 
Rhodes said. 

Rhodes said Owens was 
"a man of unmatched skill 
and guts who not::only dis­
ciplined hfmseff to the 
grueling training his sport 
required, but who stood up 

to Hitler"s racism at Berlin 
in 1936, serving as a shining 
beacon of American prin­
ciple in the troubled days 
before World War·II."' 



Owens dies 
By Tom .Jung 

and 
Sa nclra. Huggler 
I l1~ t?\'.°:W 

Ohio Slate lost a favorite son 
with the death of..Jcsse Owens 
early Monday in Tucson. He was 
66. 

O\vens' death comes just five 
days before the Board of Trustees 
is to· discuss proposals to name 
Ohio Stadium's track and the 
three campus recreation centers 
after the former Buckeye ·and 
Olympic great. 

O\vens' name sparks memories 
·of a gifted young athlete, excelling 
at Ohio State during his sopho­
more year in the 60-, 100- and 200-
yard dashes as well as the 220 low 
hurdles and the broad jump. 

Gov. James A. Rhodes Monday 
praised Owens as "the greatest 
athlete of our times, .. and said 
O\vens "\vas a personal friend 
from his days at Ohio State and as 
a page in lhe Ohio General As~ 
sembly." 

Owens set the world record in 
1935 in the 220-yard dash. the 220 
low hurdles and the broacl .iump; 
he tied the record in the 100-yard 
dash. 

Owens achieved \Vorld recogniw 
!ion at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin 

when he won four gold medals, for 
the broad jump. 100- and 200-
meter dashes and the 1600-meter 
relay. 

O\vens· triun1phs came in the 
wake of a propaganda can1paign 
by the Third Reich, which claimed 
the Aryan race was superior to the 
black. After Owens victories, Hi­
tler left the stadium without coo­
gratulating the black hero. 

Q\vens \Vent on to success in· the 
business world. operating a prom­
otions agency in Chicago. He was a 
widely acclaimed speaker, acted 
in films and made a number of 
television commercials. 

In late 1979, Owens entered 
Michael Reese . Hosp.ital in 
Chicago where he was treated for 
lung cancer. When he was able to 
travel, he was moved to University 
Hospital in Tucson. where he died 
Monday. 

According to President Harold 
L. Enarson. the idea of renaming 
the track and the recreation cen­
ters after O\vens \Vas nlade about 
10 days ago. Ir the resolution pas­
ses - Enarson said he is certain it 
will - \he track will be named 
.Jesse O\vens crrack. and the cen­
ters will be called Jesse Owens 
Recreation Center North, South 
and West. 

United Press lnternntlonal 
Jesse Owens 

"] thought it was an excellent 
idea, but I had some feeling that if 
there \vas something more we 
could do, we should do it," Enar­
son said. 

Enarson expressed deep regret 
that Owe'ns died before news of. 
the proposal reached him. 

Owens is survived by his wife 
Ruth and three daughters: Gloria, 
Beverly and Marlene, who was the 
OSU Homecoming Queen in 1960. 



-."' e. ~ 
'. 7'1 , ·• · C . - • 'B--- t. f · a"' re· flect·s ·.-<;es .. ~r1en : ... , ~i : : ! . :· 

- . ·. . ;, "· ,_. -- . · ..... . J ·o O·n-:. ': a:~~-t>a .·~, f:~_f\,~,~s ' , -~- ~~vv ~ Vii \if ~11 

By REBECCA TEAGARDEN 

The late Jesse Owens was many 
things to many people. But he was 
known ·as "best friend" to only one 
man - Dave Albritton. 

"Jesse and I have been together all 
our lives." Albritton said. "Our fami­
lies came up from the South about the 
same time. We went to the same 
elementary, junior high and high 
school." 

In high school. the Owens and 
Albritton dated sisters so they could 
double date together. 

When the time came, Owens and 
Albritton graduated from Cleveland 
East Tech High School and became 
roommates in Columbus. where they 
entered Ohio State University as 
college track hopefuls. 

Albritton specialized in the high 
jump. Owens. "The Buckeye Bullet;" 
ran track events and participated in 
the broad (Jong) jump for Ohio State. 

"We were inseparable all our 
lives." said Albritton, an insurance. 
salesman and former state legislator. 
who lives in Dayton. 

"I pushed him, and he pushed me. 
In fact. when we went to the Olympics 
119361, Jesse was the one who made me 
go out for my jump. It was so darned 
cold that day. He has always been an 
inspiration to me. 

"It's not his athletic ability or his 
charm and class that made him so 
famous," Albritton said. "You put 
them together, you see, and this 
creates what he had." 

To Albritton, what Owens had was 
the loyalty that comes with being a 
best friend . Albritton was best man in 
Owens' wedding, and Owens was the 
godfather for Albritton's son. Albritton 
was the same for Owens' three daugh­
ters. 

"When Jesse's daughter was 
crowned homecoming queen at Ohio 

sports 
,......- ,·. ~- , .. _ 
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State in 1960, that night she, Jesse and 
Jackie Robinson came right over here 
to campaign for me." Albritton said. 

One of the last times Albritton saw 
his famous friend was during a week­
end reunion for some of the men who 
participated in the 1932 and 1936 
Olympics. They gathered Sept. 10 at 
Owens' country home in Ocean Pier, 
Mich. 

"After Ralph Metcalf died. ;Jesse 
thought we shoUJd all get together 
because he said, 'It's later than you 
think.' I'm sure glad we did it." 
Albritton said. " It was his birthday 
that weekend, and mine was the 13th." 

Albritton said the black athletes of 
his generation were as close as "an 
unnamed fraternity." The bind that 
tied the friends together originated in 

the days when blacks were excluded 
from many hotels and restaurants. 

"It was an auspicious time back in 
1932. '33. '34 and '35," Albritton said. 
"Things were very. very different 
then, the feeling on campus. in Colum­
bus ... . It was the same way not even 
too long ago. I couldn't go in the 
Athletic Club even as a legislator. 

"But that 's what made us so unique. 
There were none <blacksl in baseball. 
football and darn few in basketball 
then. The fe llows showed they were 
gentlemen as well as athletes. We 
wanted to establish that an athlete is 
an athlete. is an athlete. We had to 
push out that stuff about the feet and 
being able to do certain things better. 
and Jesse did the most to shut that 
out." 

Albritton also did his part. setting a 
world record of 6 feet . 9 ~ inches in the 
high jump in 1936. He soon_ will be 
inducted into the Track and Field Hall 
of Fame in Charleston. W.Va .. joining 
his friend Jesse Owens as a member of 
the hall . 

Charlie Beetham. assistant OSU 
track coach in 1935. said he remem­
bers Owens best as a neat. orderly 
athlete who never complained. 

"Jesse got along with everybody. 
He had the grace and ability to meet 
people and put them right at ease. He 
related to strangers very well," Bee­
tham said. "I never heard Jesse 
complain about anything." 

Gov. James A. Rhodes issued a 
statement. declaring Owens to be "the 
greatest athlete of our time. a man of 
unmatched skill and guts who not only 
disciplined himself to the grueling 
training his sport required. but who 
stood up to Hitler's racism at Berlin in 
1936 . : .. " 

Harold Enarson. Ohio State Univer­
sity president. a lso has recommended 
that the track in Ohio Stadiwn and 
three athletic facilities on campus be 
named after Owens. 



Owens' deeds live 
li-'.J.:-'00 

,.Q$U. Can be proud State and a member of the track 
· . ~am. 

Of itS athlete-hero Owens was a member of tlie 
Although Jesse Owens spent Alpha Phi Alpha chapter at OSU. 

only a few years in Columbus at- When he left here in 1937, he held 
tending Ohio State, perhaps his eight world track and .field re­
greatest dreams were fulfilled cords. His amazing athletic skill 
during that time. places him as one of the finest 

He will live in history as the athletes to perform at OSU. 
man who defied Adolph Hitler's After leaving Columbus, Owens 
hope of presenting the Aryan worked mainly in public rela-

, t 11 0 
tions for the sporting world. Al-race as super10r o a . wens was though he achieved certain suc­generally acclaimed to be the 
cesses in his working career, he 

f'astest man in the world after his will be remembered best for the 
record 10.3 seconds time in the years spent attending this uni-
100 meter race at the 1936 Berlin versity, and a trip he made to Be­
Olympics. This caused Hitler rlin during that time. 
great embarrassment. For the life and achievements 

He was also the first person to of Jesse Owens, all those con­
win four Olympic gold medals. At nected with Ohio State can feel 
that time he was a junior at Ohio proud he graced our campus. 
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Writer starts worl(. 
on Owens movie 

HOLLYWOOD, · Calif. 
(UPI) - Writer Bill Hop-. 
kins is at work on a script 
for a proposed television 
movie about Jesse Owens, 
the Olympic athlete who 
died this week of Jung 
cancer. 

Disclosure of the project 
was made Tuesday because 
of Owens' death, but the 
producer said it actually 
had been in development 
for six months with the full 
cooperation of the late 
track star. 

Producer Gerald Abrams 
said a treatment has al-

ready been delivered to 
NBC-TV and Hopkins is 
already at work on a script, 

Asked if Owens had ex-· 
pressed any special hope 
for the movie, Abrams said 
Owens had a love for chil­
dren and always took time 
to explain to them that 
neither he nor anyone was 
always a winner. 

14 It isn't important wip­
ning; the important thing is 
cpmpeting," said Abrams 
in paraphrasing the late 
athlete. "I think that's the 
message he wanted most of 
all to get across." 



'Illustrious son' dead at 66 

~tfJ.l~~c t~y_iJjties to .bear .Jesse· Owens' name 
The University's Board of Trustees on April built - opportunity and excellence. ticker-tape parade. .~ 

4 will consider a recommendation that the "As long as there are people who compete Laurence Snyder, Ohio State's head track 
track in Ohio Stadium be named the Jesse in sports, the name of Jesse Owens will be .coach from 1931 to 1965, said that Owens 
Owens Track and that the three recreation remembered. As long as there' are people was a winner as an athlete and as a person. 
centers opened by the University in 1976 who contemplate and comprehend the "We have lost a great individual," lie said. 
be re-named in honor of Owens. tragic waste of racial discrimination, the 

Owens, who won fame wearing an Ohio 
State track uniform from 1933-35 •. died of 
cancer March 31 at age 66. 

President Enarson announced lat~r that 
day that he had recommended the 
facilities be named to honor Owens in a 
letter to the trustees a few days before 
Owens' death. 

Describing Owens as one of the 
University's most illusfrious sons, Enarson 
said the late tracksta.r"has been called the 
champion of the century." 

"As an athlete, he carried the name of this 
University and this country to new heights 
of world acclaim. As a friend and advocate 
of youth, an ambassador for the best that 
sports has to offer, as a humanitarian in 
the highest sense of the word, he earned 
world respect," En arson said. 

"His life exemplified the foundation on 
which The Ohio State University has been 

life of Jesse Owens will shine as a 
beacon." 

Enerson said naming the track for Owens 
"will serve as an enduring inspiration to 
the thousands who come to the stadium 
each year.'' 

The proposed re-naming of the recreation 
centers, the president said, is particularly 
appropriate becaus~ "Owens spent much 
of his adult life helping young people 
develop their lull potential - as athletes, 
as students, as human beings." 

Owens accomplished one of the greatest 
feats in track history on May 25, 1935, 
when in a little more than two hours he set 
three world records and tied a fourth 
during the Big Ten outdoor 
championships in Ann Arbor. 

In 19360wenswonfourgold medalsatthe 
Berlin Olympics, the first American to 
come home with that many. On his return, 
New York City greeted him with a 

Now a professor emeritus of health, 
physical education and recreation, Snyder 
said Owens was very well liked and 
admired by his Ohio State teammates and 
fellow students. 

Owens had a rare quality as an athlete, 
Snyder said. "When he ran, he ran with 
everything he had and still he appeared 
relaxed. He could turn it on and keep it on 
as long as necessary." 

Later in life Owens received a number of 
tributes to his athletic skills and 
humanitarianism. In 1950 he was named 
the outstanding track star of the first half 
of the 20th century. Ohio State in 1972 
awarded him an honorary Doctor of 
Athletic Arts degree for his 
accomplishments on and off the track. 

According to one account, Owens 
described the proudest moment of his life 
as the crowning of Marlene, one of his · 
three daughters, as Ohio State 
homecoming queen in 1960. 

JESSE OWENS - as rendered in a statuette 
presented to Ohio State in honor of his career. 



Owens' .. death called 
itoss of Americana' . . . . 

!''America has lost a part of et voted in unanimously on the 
Americana." first l;lallot. .··;:;. . . · 
tJiith those words, Don President Carter also .. was 

Cohen,founderoftheTrackand among the Thousands. of. 
Ffold Hall of Fame in Charles-. m. ourners f.rom····· .. ····•a·····.·cro·s· s.t ... ·.h. ·.e ... wo. rl·d· .• 

1
. tin; Ya., Monday paid the su- who praised Owens' name. .·. 

P!;El.!lle tribute to Olympic hero "Perhaps l)()f athlete. better' 

J~§se, ()wens, a forme.r track s .. ·y. m .... b. o .. li.2ied. th····e··.·· .. ·.·.]l..· um·.·.a.n .·st .. rug. g.le. \ st~r .wh() finally l.ost his .race against tyranny, poverty and 
v{ith cancer. · racial bigotry.~1'.Carter said in a 
{q9hen, 'l personal frieri<I of · stat,ement issu~d by the .White I 

qly<l.ns\said,''thfl. world has lost . Ho~se. . · .. ~ .• ·. •;< .•. ···;;•·.•,·< ... :·.··· .. 
ar\>;9!}de1:ful pefsoriez: f .. •C/.;' '. • • . · .. ''E!i~ .personolI' t~iUmplJS '.as a ! 

••... ,J~;5,::;;,):7'4[:r.:;.!f:~U:'t!,J'f:.,~f;;'i'!~;~.; ! i.'.) \Vg1'lfi:£l!l~s .. a ttlJet<l.) a'nfli'e(iqf d. ~\ 
,,1 t '\.JB\"l'iCa.~.Kasilost a ])iirt ()f,{;; :;!1olge!';J¥ere·t1Je'E1:e1qd<l..t0 §1,,q.a\•I 
.;.;A-Jl1enc.anii. •anA:f:.hav.e lost a: .. re.er ,devoted to helping othe~,s. I 
·•.·.g .. :;·J·e·f·o·i~.·.11fri·s·B· ~il1t~.i~~.e.Jo·e·r~i ... e~ ~;~~or.~t·o·· .. }~.~cfJf····· .• t~.·.·.~.·.~~.

1

:·s·t .. ·.!.;t.o~ .\ 
· :cMy love and thoughts are wffh overseas, and. a§J':i! spo,kesman . 

hi ... · s w. ife, Ruth, their children fo.r freed. om. ·.·.·.a. r. e a.·.·· .•. ·.·.r·· .. ·.1c···h··· .. ··· .. 1·. eg·a·· cy. t.o. '\ .!Ind family." his fellow Ameri~,ans. 
"Rosalynri ariC! I ; send our 

Owens was inducted into the deepest cond.o.len·· .. c· .. ···e. s.i.o,his wife \ hall Aug. 30, 1974, as one of 26 and. children· and;to the count7 

charter members. Cohen said less friends he made in a life- · 
·owens was the only person ev- time of service."; .. · . · .. · . . . J ·, 

______./I 



'·At the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, 'owens won" 
•four gold medals and is shown saluting/ at 

. 
right. His great victories angered Adolf Hit­
ler, the notorious white supremacist 

Sprint champioA/fails to 
overtake inoperable cancer 

. . . . . . 

From page 1 
rector of -information services. 
.Time and location were not im­
mediately announced. 

It was thq "heart that. helped 
•him set those world records in 
, the 1930s" that. kept Owens 
;·alive.in his finaldays. Marshall l saicl. : · · 
· Owens, regarded as the great­
est track and field star of his 

1 era, won the 100-meter dash, 
' the 200-meter dash, the broad 

jump and the relay at Adolf Hit-
. ler's showcase Olympics. 

Hitler, whose Nazi philosophy 
claimed superiority of. the white 
race,. left the awards ceremony 
for Owens, a black, in digust. · 

"We were aware of a militant 
Germany, but none of use felt 
tht? war was imminent," O.wenS 
later recalled. "I saw Hitler 
wasn't in his box, but to me he 
was just another head of state. I 
wasn't running against Hitler, I 
was running against the world.'' 

. 

l.A.c flags at half staff . . , .. 
. . . . . . .~:. / . . . . 

·Flags flying over Los Angeles County parks, playgrounds, 
beaches and the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum were low­
ered Monday to half staff as a tribute to track immortal Jesse 
Owe~s, who died Monday. 

The flag tribute .\Vas ~rdered by Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, 
who said Owens. ''was, not only one of America's greatest 
athletes but one of the world's greatest. He was a champion of 
champions.'.' · ' · 

.· . 
After retirement from athlet­

ics, Owens raced thoroughbred 
hors~s. established his own pub, 
1ic relations firm, and served as 
a "good will ambassador" for 
the U.S. Olympic Committee. 

During the 1950s, President 
Eisenhower named Ow•ms as an 
ambassador .of U.S. sports to 
other nations. Owens ~lso was 
active in Chicago with Boys' 
Clubs. · 

. ' Owens, born Sept. 12, 1913, at 

Danville, Ala., helped his share­
cropper father pick cotton dur­
ing his childhood. · 

He ran his first race at 13 and 
during his school days set a na­
tional record of 9.4 seconds. for 
the 100-yard dash that held 
from 1933 until the 1960s. 

Owens attended Ohio State 
University, where he worked. as 
a $100-a-month elevator opera­
tor to pay his way through 
school. 



.• , .• ,~",1Jif e saga- of courage 
TUCSON, Ariz. ;~tr,:~~f~_: eOwens' death. called 'loss of . . 

Owen 
Sports legend Jess~.i·!(wens, Americana'. Seciion.4, .. pa .. ·.ge 1. 
once known as "the •)wodd's 
fastest. human" . ana 'WlnileF of 
four gold medals at the 1936 
Berlin Olympic Games, died 
Monday of cancer. 

He had called his battle with 
cancer' "the. biggest fight of my· 
life." 

o~Elns, 66,. a pack-a-day 
smoker for the past 35 years, 
had be em hospitalized off an' on 
for . the p11st three,and-a-half 
months for treatment of inoper- · 
able lung cancer. · · .. 

. His .condition deteriorated 
. during the weekend at Univer­
sity of ·Arizona Health Sciences 
Center. · 

•Greenberg CartO·o_~t _ ~eC'fion 2, 
page 2. · · 

Ow~ns' wife, Ruth, ana other 
family members were,;,'at his 
bedside when he died :at 3:40 
a.m. MST Monday. ;. • , . . 

"He had a strong will to live," 
said Dr. Stephen E. Jones, h.ead 
of the medica1 team lhat tr~ated 
Owens; But, he said•, · made 
no heroic attempt~ t9 
him." 

)t 
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NEh'ARK, Ohio -- Ohio State University Friday (4/4) named 

the Ohio Stadium running track and three recreation centers 

in memory of Jesse Owens. 

Ohio State's Board of Trustees, in session on the uni-

versity's Newark Campus, adopted a resolution naming the 

Columbus Campus sports facilities for Owens, who died Monday 

(3/31) in Tucson. 

The board's resolution said the action was taken "as a 

measure of the admiration and continuing affection in which 

Jesse Owens will always be held by his alma mater." 

The legendary track star attended Ohio State in the mid-

1930s before he won international acclaim by taking four gold 

medals in the 1936 Berlin Olympics. 

Ohio State President Harold L. Enarson presented the 

proposal to the trustees. With the track named for Owens, 

Enarson said, " ... his singular achievements as ,an intercollegiate 

and Olympic athlete will serve as an enduring inspiration to 

the thousands who come to the stadium each year." 

Enarson said the new names for the three recreation 

centers, built in 1976, were particularly fitting because the 

late athlete "spent much of his adult life helping young people 

(more) 



Owens - 2 

develop their full potential -- as athletes, as students, as 

human beings. His efforts were directly in keeping with the 

spirit and purpose for which these recreational facilities 

were built." 

Official names of the facilities will be: 

Jesse Owens Track (in Ohio Stadium) ; Jesse Owens Recreation 

Center North (at 2151 Neil Ave.); Jesse Owens Recreation Center 

South (175 W. 11th Ave.), and Jesse Owens Recreation Center 

West (1031 Carmack Road). 

-wfr-
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OSU names recreation areas-for Jesse Owens 

NEWARK, 0. (AP) - Ohio State Universitv 
trustees yesterday named a running track and 
three recreation centers for Jesse Owens. The 
former Olympic track star and Ohio State stu­
dent died Monday. · 

Trustees also appointed members to a new 
University Hospitals board and accepted $11.3 
million in research funds, mostly in federal 
money. 

The Ohio Stadium track and e<>nters were 
renamed !or Owens, an Alabama native who 
attended OSU ·during the Depression and won 

•Jesse Owens is eulog-ized at Chicag-o 
funeral, Sports, Pag-e 1-C. 

four gold medals in the !936 Olympi~s in 
Berlin. 

"His singular achievements as an intercol­
legiate and Olympic athlete will serve as an 
enduring inspiration to the thousands who come 
to the stadium each year," said Harold L. Enar­
son, OSU president. He presented the proposal 
to trustees who met on the Newark branch 
campus. 

Trustees appointed 15 members w the 
hospital boaid, created last fall to oversee pa­
tient services in the university hospital complex 
on the Columbus campus. 

Grants accepted by trustees included $75,-
953 from the National Science Foundation to 
upgrade the quality of computer-generated 
pictur~s. · 
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Friends Of Jesse a.wens 
Say He. as Remarkclble 

11CALL fil\Jll "'PosT ~ ~ -3D 
By HIRAM L. TANNER 

Jesse Owens, the hero of 
the 1936 Olympics in Ber­
lin, Germany, died of lung 
cancer in Tucson, Ariz., on 
Monday, March 31. 

Owens was perhaps t11e 
first OSU athlete to gain 
world wide attention by 
\Vinning four gold medals 
in the Olympics. He won 
the 100-meters in 10.3, 200-
meters in 20.7 and the long 
jump with a leap of 26 feet, 
five inches and.5/16 of an 
i°f{Gh--._)-fe,-1,'Wa''S-.'also a 
membef df·;the .winning 
.400~meters relay-team. 
/ On Dec:"12, 1979, Owens 
had been scheduled to be 
the, principal speaker for 
.the Merry Makers Club 
OS'U Scholarship Fund 
banquet at the Sheraton 
Hotel. More than 1,000 
people attending this affair 
were shocked when Chuck 
Mc-Murray, master of 
ceremonies, announced 
Owens had been hospital­
ized in Chicago. He was 
later transferred to the Uni­
versity Hospital in Tucson, 
111here he passed away 
Monday. 

o-Uring Owens hlgh 
school days at Cleveland 
East Tech, he set national 
scholastic records in the 
100.of 9.4, the 220 in 20.7 
and the long jump in 24-9%. 
Owens, Dave Albritton, 
Ben Tiff and others led East 
Tech to the state Class AA 
championship in 1932. 

After enrolling at Ohio 
State, Owens broke and set 
many collegiate track 
records. In 1935 Owens set 
world records in the 220-
yard dash, 220-low hur­
dles.- the broad jump and 
tied the record for the 100-
yard dash. Some of his Big 
Ten records still on the 
bboks are 100 in 9.4, 220 
·(straightway) 20.3, 220 low 
hurdles (straightway) 22.6, 
and broad jump 26Y•. 

When Owens q,ttended · 
Ol1io _State, there Were no 

athletic scholarships. He 
worked at various jobs to 
earn money for

1 
his tuition 

and lived with his wife's 
c~uslns, Mr. and Mrs. Ern­
est Hayes on the Hilltop. 
After returning from th€ 
Olympics, the Hayes were 
instrumental in getting 
Owens started in the clean~ 
ing business similar to their 
·Daniel Boone Cleaning 
Shop in the Eastend. 

Although there are some 
segments of our society 
who always like to exploit 
the performance of Owens 
and his nine black"compan­
ions in tht;! Berlin Olympics 
as an indictment of racism, 
there are others who 
remember Owens and 
co,rnpatriots as men among 
men. 

Chuck McMurray said, 
"Owens was a man who 
walked with kings, queens 
and anyone. He never Jost 
the common touch." 

On one occasion, Mc­
Murray told how Owens 
carried a beggar into the 
hotel restaurant and 
bought him a meal. Later 
he invited him to his room, 
allowed him to wash up and 
gave him one of his shirts. It 
was not until other p_eop\e 
began to seek Q\vens' 
autograph that the beggar 
knew who he was. 

"No one loved youngs­
ters better than Jesse," 
McMurray said. "\ have 
heard him speak to young 
people on many occasions 
and he always emphasized 
an abiding faith in God, 
parents and getting a good 
education in that order." 

"There are many social 
ills in America," Owens has. 
often said, "but it is still the 
greatest country in the 
world." 

Richard De!aney, asso­
ciate director of athletics at 
Ohio State, had this to say 
about Owens: "Jesse 
Owens is Ohio State's most 

L 
I' 

THEOLYMPtC MEDALS-Tho u.s.' d1y0\p1c Commlltee's . 
top appeal over the years ·in fund r~islng ·drives t,or t_he" Amer!- ' 
can entries was Jesse Owens .. Here he displays.case of repli­
cas of the four gold medals he won in 1936' games, ~old 
nationally to raise dollars fofthe 197'6 team.· 

renown athlete. Jesse 
Owens and Ohio State are 
synonymous. You grow up 
in a time when you legiti­
mately had heroes. Jesse.­
Owen's was one of those 
heroes for me." 

Furthermore, Delaney 
said. "It is not until l think 
you live a little bit, expe­
rience a little bit.· until you 
can really appreciate the 
things he dfd beyond the 
athletic field." 

When asked if Owens 
graduated from Ohio State, 
Delaney added, "I don't 
know whether Jesse grad­
uated from here or not. I 
just$on't know. I think he 
dido!'. hope he did. I just 
don't know. That's even 
immaterial as far as I am 
concerned because of his 
self improvement, his drive 
to improve himself, maybe 
we don't. have Anouqh .o.f 
today. 

"It is easy -t'O be _ordi­
nary," Delaney said. "This·. 

wasn't an ordinary person. 
He exc~Jled in whatever h~ 
did right through the line." 

"It is not all that the uni­
versity rubbed off that 
made Jesse Owens. Jesse 
Owens made Jesse Owens. 
He became greater for 
being here. He became a 
little better more, a little 
greater because of being 
here. The university is 
greater too, for him having 
been here. Tho country is 
even greater." ' 

As to the many social 
problems facing our coun­
try, Delaney said, "Jesse 
Owens was aware of all that 
went on be.ing black in this 
country. 'He had to be. He 
fought it in his way 
though.", 

In 'expre'ssinQ his expe­
rience he has had wUh 
other athletes, Delaney 
added, "I have had conver­
sations with latter day ath-



letes who did not like the 
way of Jesse Owens, but I 
don't think any of them can 
walk in his shoes. He stuck 
by what he believed all the 
way." 

Ralph Hammond, cap­
tain of Ohio State lndOor 
and Outdoor Big Ten 
Championship Track Tram 
in 1942, remembers how he 
first met Owens. "I was 
standing in the Ohio Union 
with my varsity "O" jacket 
when he entered the 
room." 

"He walked up to me and 
said, you are Ralph Ham­
m.and aren'i 1ou?" "He was 
a friendly·man with a 
remarkable memory of 
people and their names." 

Several years ago when 
Owens was speaking at a 
banquet in California, he 
met a high school team­
m a t e of Hammonds. 
Owens gave Hammonds' 
address to his teammate 
and the two men renewed 
their corresponding with 
each other after an ab­
sence of more tha" 20 
vears 



>wens· Remembered By 
~lbl21A~"A-l£ind Man 
(tfd.'s Note. fhe ·foll~w- Yhat the world is truly a bet­
g I• 8 statement by Jack te.r place because Jesse 
lbbs, dlrec:or.of the Fort Owens has lived. 
!yes Career. Center. It was for this reason that 
iyes was one of the first I chose in 1972 to attempt 
ho_ proposed that an to create a memori~I in his 
1/1/0-t/c ico-mplex be honor in Columbus jn 
1med In .Columbus to recognition of 'his out­
Jnor_ JosSe Owens. But standing accomoplish­
~•m lhe proposal was put men ts as an athlete, a 
riii In 1972, ·some of the patriot, and a humanitar­
W• leadership commun- ian. It was my hope at that 
I decided against sup- time that we would have 
iitll1g the construction of been able· to accomplish 
?iJ,ooo seat Indoor sports th!s in his lifetime in appre­
·'ena to bea·r Owens' ciation of the many contri­
tlrte.I bulions he made to the 
l- 9Uess no. matter what lives of others. 
1'r·roles are in life, we are I first met Jesse at an 
~ily j6dged on the basis athletic banquet WPile a 
What impact we have had student at Ohio .State Uni­
r:tfie-lives of others and if versity and Was inspired by 
~World is better because the message he gave as 
iiliave lived, then I sup- guest speaker. Later in my 
,·se/.i, in some way we have professior]al career when I 
iE6~ _·successful. In this served a~ an a~mini~trator 
9ilrd 1 sincerely believe at Frankltn Juntor High he 

• ..c ' · · · visited the school and had 
the same kind of impact on 
'our student body In spite of 
the fact they were .Qf 
another generation. His 
charisma a n d ~enuine 
qualities as a human being 
seem to cut through all age 
levels. ' 

I also had the opportun­
ity of doing research on his 
life in conjunction with the 
effort being made to estab­
lish a living memorial in his 
honor. I discovered.a most 
unusual aspect -- Jesse 
Owens had been a lot of 

ARENA PROPOSAL- Jack Gibbs, left, and ChiJck i.i~Mtir­
ray, right, meet with Jesse Owens ln_:19_?2. In PieP.~r,lrid 'to 
·1au·nch a proposal of Gibbs' to bulld'a Jesse oWeri9 Spor:ls 
Arena In Columbus. Many ol Columbus'.leadersh_lp-~On:imun~ 
lty· Who are now on the bandwagon tO meinorlallze:ihe Olym~ 
plC great refected the proposal In 1972. , 

things to a lot of people, but 

the thing he cherishedProposa/ 
most was the fact that he . 
strived to be remembered :.~ _ .- _ " -

Made To Have. 
asakindanddecentman.l'J~~se· Owens Oly·,. m· ·.p'k ,·c· ·.s' 
consider 1t an honor to \ 
have known this outstand- 11'~a~~ee i1,,11J'o t>o.;n" - 4-5'-'60· . . . · . ,:' ,' .. 
mg md1v1dual whose many p .d 

1 
Cn uggeste t.0 eye at the nmeteen thirty- say tl1at tliey would gt' 

'accomplishments were ;~s~ 83~ f arte~ .. th~t his six Berlin Olympics and.on:/ consideration to_tn~, pro 
al\Vays tempered with r p O~ ~r ~n Alterna- winged feet left it in the«.-osal.,VlisidessaidheWOU 
humility. 1~: "Je;:p~s be :•med dust". . ' put his suggestions in ~r 

. e .. wens emor- .v11stdes sa•d Tuesday , ing and forward .th10m 
tal Games and .be held at ntght that a representative'.• carter 
sties tn Columbus and for the President called to · 
Cleveland. · 

Lee Vlisides, sport~ 
director at WBNS-10TV 
has written a letter to th~ 
President in which he out­
lines how the two cities can 
accomodate the Olympic 
games. 

In part Vlisides wrote: 
."The 'Jesse Owens Memor' 
ial Games' would be a fit­
t,ing tribute to.a great man 
and a, superb athlete who 
looked evil straight in the 
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Q0w~~~ ~Xhibi! 0 _80 
Pho\'bs, n~ok'i:ilppings'\.n~ other 
memorabilia of the life of Jesse Owens will 
be on display through April 18 in the 
skylight area of Main library. 

The exhibit has been organized by Friends 
of the Libraries of Ohio State, University 
Archives and Photo· Archives. 

According to Linda Bowers, Friends' 
executlve secretary, the display will focus 
on Owens' days at Ohio State and his 
success at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, 
where he won tour gold medals. Included 
will be many photos, newspaper clippings, 
articles from the Alumni Monthly, old 
Makos and other items. 

A more extensive exhibit, which may 
include material from the athletic 
department and the Owens family, is being 
planned for mid-May, when alumni will 
visit the campus for Alumni Day activities, 
Bowers said. 

Owens died of cancer in Arizona March 31. 
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Honor Owens 
The trustees adopted a resolution naming 
the O~io Stadium running track and three 
recreation centers on the Co!Umbus 
campus-in memory of Jesse Owens, who 
died March 31 in Tucson. 

The board's·resolution said the action was 
taken "as a measure of the admiration and 
continuing affection in which Jesse 
Owens will always be held by his alma 
mater." 

The legendary track star attended Ohio 
State in the mid-1930s before he won 
international acclaim by taking four gold 
medals in the 1936 Berlin Olympics. 

President Enarson presented the proposal 
'to the trustees. With the track named for 
Owens, EnarsOn. said, " .. .his singular 
achievemen_ts·as an intercolle~iate and 
Olympic athlete will serve as an enduring 
inspiration to the thousands who come to 
the stadium each year." 

Enarson said the new names for the three 
recreation centers, built in 1976, were 
particularly fitting because the late athlete 
"spent much of his adult life helping 
young people develop their full potential 
- as athletes, as students, as human 
beings. His efforts were directly in keeping 
with the spirit and purpose for which these 
recreational facilities were built." 

Official names of the facilities will be Jesse 
Owens.Track (in Ohio Stadium); Jesse 
Owens Receation Center North (at 2151 
Neil Ave.); Jesse Owens Recreation Center 
South (175 W. 11th Ave.); and Jesse · 
Owens Recreational Center West (1031 
Carmack Road\. 

THE MEMORY OF JESSE OWENS was hon01ed by the trustees April 4 when they renamed the track in Ohio Stadium.aod.thelhr.ee recreation 
centers for Owens. Pictured here is the Jesse Owens Recreation Center \.Vest, 1031 Carmack Road. 
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OSU Dedicates <g-o 

Stadium Track 
To Jesse Owens 

Ohio SUite University named its track and three 
campus recreation buildings for the late Jesse Owens 
as a tribute to "his singular achievements as an 
intercollegiate and Olympic athlete." 

University trustees, meeting Friday at the OSU 
Ne\l.'ark campus. unanimously passed a resolution 
renaming the facilities for the legendary track star 
who died in Ariwna last ~1onday at age 66. 

Trustees noted the action was being taken so "the 
0 

name of Jesse Qµ,·ens and the example of his life shall . 
serve as an enduring inspiration to all who come to 
this campus ·· 

TJIE Rlt:"t.1 ~tNG track inside Ohio Stadium now 
v.•ill be kno....,,·n as Jesse Owens Track and the three 
recreation buildings as Jesse Owens Recreation 
Center North. South and \Vest The trustees ordered 
appropriate memorials erected at each location 

OSC President Harold Enarson. who proposed 
the action<>. said the naming of the track befiL<> 
Owens' tremendous athletic achievements which 
"carried the name of this university and this country 
•.o new heights of world acclaim." 

He added , that naming the three campus 
recreation centers. built in 1976, for Owens also was 
appropriate because the athlete "spent much of his 
adult life helping young people develop their full 
~tential - as athl:tes, as ~tudents, as human beings. 
His efforts were directly in keeping with the spirit 
and purpose for which these recreational facilities 
were built." 

EN ARSON also said he hopes in the future to find 
donors to contribute to having a large bronze statue 
made to honor Owens, who is already portrayed in a 
small statue on display at OSU. · 

Described by trustees as "one of the most 
illustrious sons of the Ohio State University," Owens 
never completed work on his degree while attending 
OSU in 1934, '35, '36, '37. 

But his athletic achievements at Ohio State and 
his feat of winning four gold medals in the 1936 
Olympics in Berlin prompted the university to award 
him an honorary "Doctor of Athletic Arts" degree in 
1972. 
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Stamp for Owens 
President Enarson has written President 
Carter urging him to recommend that the 
U.S. Postal Service issue a 
commemorative stamp to honor the late 
Jesse Owens. 
"I believe you will agree that he is the kind 
of person who should continue to hold a 
special place in the hearts of all 
Americans," Enarson wrote. "His life can 
continue to provide a shining example, 
especially for the young people of our 
country." 
A spokesperson for the Postal Service in 
Washington, D.C., said the agency has a 
rule that a person cannot be 
commemorated by a stamp until at/east 10 
years after his or her death. The only 
exception to the 1 O-year rule is for U.S. 
presidents and former presidents who die, 
he said. 
The Postal Service currently has a black 
heritage stamp series honoring black 
Americans. Jesse Owens could be a 
leading candidate for a stamp in that series 

UIC>Pll 1LH -s--2b-~ 

Enarson Backs 
Owens Stamp 

Ohio State University President 
Harold Enarson has renewed a plea to 
the White House to issue a commemo· 
rative postage stamp for OSU and 
Ol)mpic athlete Jesse Owens. 

Enarson received a reply to an ear* 
lier request from Robert A. Berenson, 
assistant director of domestic policy 
staff, who said it is customary to wait 
until a person has been dead 10 years 
before being honored by issuance of a 
stamp. 

Enarson pointed out last week, 
hov»ever, that there are exceptions to 
this In August, Enarson said, labor 
leader George f\.feany v.•ill be honored 
with a stamp, less that a year after his 
death. 

"It strikes me that the president 
might will conclude that the honoring 
of so distinguished a black American as 
Jesse Ov.1ens ought to proceed at this 
time rather than being delayed a dec­
ade," Enarson \\'rote to Berenson. 

"CerLainly such an action by the 
president would be extremely well re­
ceived across the country." 

Tra·cl~ condition 
dem.eans Owens 

By Tom Jung 
G,. -S- '30 Analysis 

In choosing to honor Jess,e.Owens in.a perma­
nent, material way here, the ·administration has 
brought to light a situation that needs attention 
soon. That is, the deplorable condition of the track 
in Ohio Stadium, which now bears his name. 

As complaints mount from coaches and athletes 
alike, it becomes obvious that, while Owens. was 
honored by the intent, the track's condition only 
demeans the memory of this great alumnus' 
achievements. .: 

In the past couple of seasons, OSU track teams 
have. been away nearly every weekend; not be­
cause of track usage conflicts, but because oppo­
nents' tracks have been so superior to OSU's that 
teams do not wa11tto come here.' , . 

Comments from men's apd women's, track 
coaches .indicate that they are dissatisfied with 
the condition of the track because of its physical 
condition and they are dissatisfied wlth.namirig it 
"after and in reference to Owens., . · · . . . 

Women's frackcoacli Mamie Rallfns commented 
"the track needs to be fixed, period,'.: arid ~{we only 
improve whafdrastically needs attention/' These 
views w.ere reinforced .by men's coacl); Frank 
Zubovich as he said "Jesse Owens,was a quality 
individual, and if you're going to.name a facility 
after him, it should be a quality facility." 

According to Rallins, Jesse Owens .wanted to 
improve the track while he was aiive, trying to 
organize the alumni to generate sufficient funds 
and interestto make the necessary improvements. 

The best idea currently proposed to alleviate 
the situation is the construction of·a new track 
complex to be located south of the stadium and. 
west of the tennis courts. 

If OSU had a good, 3,000-set outdoor track facil­
ity, it could attract prestigious track a.nd field 
events of the caliber that have beeh attracted to 
Peppe Aquatic center since the excellent diving 
well was constructed. 

If this facility is well-planned and built with an 
eye to the quality that Jesse Owens'. name inspires, 
his memory and the needs of OSU arid state track 
communities will have been well-served; .. 



.... · (7 ft~ NICE GuYSU 
NEVER FINISH LAST 

TED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

Is sportsmanship practical? ':Y£s!" says a great Olympic champion. 

by Jesse Owens with Paul Neimark 



" 

UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

Black U.S. athlete Jesse Owens says he wOuld not have achieved his Olympic victories without the sportsmanship of Gernzan track star Luz Long. Long, 
who had been set up by Adolph Hitler to represent Hitler's twisted ideas of racial superiority, instead became good friends with Owens during the 
Olympic competition, and gave him advice which helped him win the long jump. At left, the two athletes relax together and watch the other long jump 
contestants. At right, Owens (right center) and Long (far right) at the victonJ ceremony, which Hitler did not attend. 

T HE MOST sportsmanlike act I've ever known-and 
the one that enabled me to win my four Olympic 

gold medals-came from a man who was my archenemy 
in every way. This above all is why I know that fairness 
and simple, human caring are unshakable in the human 
spirit. And, when I look around me today, I see that 
unquenchable fire of sportsmanship burning brightly 
again for·the first time in many years. 

We have just survived an era, in sports and in life, when 
it was almost fashionable to be unsportsmanlike. My 
heart sank in 1968, at the Mexico City Olympics, when 
TommieSmith, a bright, high-class boy whom I deeply 
liked, used the winner's stand to tarnish the Olympic 
ideal of comradely combat by airing his private political 
beliefs. It pained me to see the rash of recent books, 
beginning with Jim Bouton' s "Ball Four," in which, after 
years of struggling along with his teammates for a 
common goat a player exposes their seamier sides. 

Is what these people say true? Is it true that you must 
only "look out for Number One" or "win by intimida­
tion?" 

Not at all. There's a more important truth to be told. I 
can tell you something of it, because I've known the other 
side. You know me as someone who set records in the 
right way against athletes controlled by Adolf Hitler, who 
knew nothing of sportsmanship and humanity. But let me 
reveal to you the time when I was guilty of the same 
sin. 

It was two years after the Berlin 1936 Olympics. I'd 
gone from being just about the most famous person in the 
world to being just about the most broke. Blacks weren't 
allowed in professional sports, so I couldn't use my 
athletic ability to make a living. In fact, next to nothing 
was open to me. The U.S. was still deep in the Great 
Depression. I had a wife, a little girl, and another baby on 
the way. I took the only job I could find-playground 

Hurtling through the air on the way to victory and an Oly1npic 
record which would stand for 24 years, Jesse Owens leaps more than 
eight metres (26 feet, 55/iE inches) in the long jump. This gold medal 
was one of four won by Owens in the 1936 Berlin gan1es. 

instructor-for $28.60 a week. Those were hard days, I 
thought. 

Soon after that, a couple of promoters who were trying 
to get Negro baseball started came to my flat and offered 
me five times what I was making. I figured it was to play 
ball. But the night before the first game, they told me a 
different story. They wanted me to drum up business by 
running an exhibition sprint against a rilcehorse. The 
signs outside read: 

JESSE OWENS-THE WORLD'S FASTEST HUMAN 
MEETS-AND BEATS? 

HIS TOUGHEST COMPETITION EVER­
A REAL RACEHORSE! 

"I can't beat a racehorse," I told the promdters. 
"You'll beat him," one of them said. "You'll both start 

when the starter's gun goes off-but the gun will go off 
right next to the horse's ear. By the time he stops rearing, 
you'll be halfway to the finish line." 

Which was just what happened. The horse went up on 
his hind legs at the sound of the gun, and I was 40 metres 
ahead before he was off and running. The animal would 
be thundering past me a few metres past the finish line. 
But I 0 won." 

I "beat" that horse for the worst two weeks of my life. 
After every race, I'd feel sick inside. For 14 nights, I stood 
side by side with that horse, but couldn't stand to look at 
him. I couldn't bear to face the mirror, either. People 
thought i was outrunning that animal, but it was my not 
playing fair and decent that was getting me to the finish 
line first. 

The horse had no choice, but I did. "I can't do it another 
time," I told the promoters at the beginning of the third 
week. "You don't have to pay what you owe me. I just 
want out." 

They asked me why. I told them. Then, "We'll double 
what we're paying you," they said. 

I wouldn't have taken a million dollars to run against 
that horse again. Sure, I'd done a few unsportsmanlike 
things as a kid, but I wasn't a kid any more. I made a silent 
vow never to let it happen again. I went back to the 
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Since retiring from athletic competition, 
Jesse Owens, now 66, has run his own 

public relations company and engaged in a 
wide variety of civic service projects and 

work with underprivileged youth. A 
popular speaker, Owens is shown here at 

Rotary International's 1975 convention at 
Montreal, Que., Canada, chatting with an 

old friend, then R.1. Director/. W. "Ike" 
Parrish, Jr., of Kankakee, lllinois, U.S.A. 

playground, but shortly after that my life took a turn for 
the better. I've had no complaints since. 

Yet it also wasn't so long after the racehorse experience 
that U.S. baseball manager Leo Durocher's "nice guys 
finish last" became the catch-phrase of our culture. The 
world had by then been through two terrible wars, and 
too many people were brainwashed to believe that you 
can't be fair to others and still be fair to yourself. 

Yet the two are really one; many an athlete has found 
that out at a far greater price than I did. I'll never forget 
what one former star told me recently: "I sacrificed 
sportsmanship, cut corners, didn't do what I knew in my 
gut was right. I thought it was tl:ie only way to beat out the 
competition. 

"I sure wish I had it to do all over, Jesse. Because I lost so 
much. I lost my love of the game. I lost a good feeling 
about myself. To be totally honest," he went on, tears in 
his eyes, "I think I lost some respect from my oym family. 
All I can do now is to try and turn things around. But will 
they ever be the same?" 

Words like those are hard to forget. Whenever I think 
of them, something else also comes to my mind-the 
words, and deeds, of countless individuals who didn't sell 
their sportsmanship for a pot of porridge. 

The late U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower may be 
my best proof that nice guys don't finish last. During his 
second term, he appointed me Ambassador of Sports for 
the U.S. I spent some time with him on several occasions, 
and once we played together in a golf threesome. The 
third man was a high _official from another country, with a 
reputation as an excellent golfer. Ike, too, was first-rate on 
the links, and a keen competitor. 

We were to play nine holes. My back was bothering me, 
so I went along mainly for the walk. Things were even 
between the two heads of state until the 4th hole, when 
the President sank a long putt for a birdie and went one 
up. The match continued that way until the 9th hole. Ike 
needed only to tie the hole to win the match, and he got 
off to quite a start with a drive so straight and long it might 
have made Jack Nicklaus jealous. 

But his guest came up with an even better one! 
Ike's second shot was where it should be-on the 

green. It looked as if the only way the European dignitary 

20 

could beat him was to put his second shot close enough to 
the pin to one-putt. Instead, the Minister hit his first bad 
shot of the day-way off into the woods at the right. 

Ordinarily, it would have been "out of bounds" -
meaning a two-stroke penalty and automatic loss of the 
hole and match. But Ike wouldil"di:ear of it. Rather than 

'~ going to his own bill!, he accompanied hls-epponent into 
the woods ... and got down on his hands and knees to 
search for the lost ball. 

Twenty minutes later, after even his guest had given 
up, Ike was still searching. 

And he found it-in a spot where there was just enough 
room to hit between the trees to the green. 

The guest was elated. He hit a marvelous shot less than 
a metre from the pin and sank his putt. On a viciously 
curving green, Ike three-putted-missing the key shot by 
less than a centimetre-to lose the hole and the victory. 
Yet had he lost? 

President Eisenhower had merely tied the match, but 
he had won a friend. A crucial head of state from an 
important nation now trusted Ike, whatever their future 
disagreements might be. 

And President Eisenhower had won something mo)e;i.u-' 
something inside that no one could take away im 
him-for sportsmanship itself is the ultima. te victo . 

A "nice" platitude? . 
No. The moral is the practical, first because your human 

opponent is1 in the best sense of the word1 your means to 
your goal. The competition between you is a gift, which 
enables you to bring out the best that is within you. The 
more you recognize this1 the more you value your 
"oppOnent.0 That also means you1ll compete harder 
against him-but fairly, humanly. You'll improve, or, if 
you've accomplished a peak level, maintain that level of 
excellence as long as possible. Anything less, anything 
else, is cheating-yourself. 

The individual who knew that best was my arch rival in 
the 1936 Olympic Games. Luz Long was Hitler's prize 
athlete, primed by the Nazi dictator for years to 
accomplish just one goal: beat Jesse Owens in the long 
jump. This would supposedly "prove" Hitler's mixed-up 
belief that one color of hair or skin makes you superior to 
someone else1 no matter what you1ve got inside. Fortu-
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nately, Luz Long didn't buy that philosophy. 
When I got to Berlin I was under more pressure than at 

any other time in my life, before or since. And it got the 
better of me. The long jump preliminaries came before the 
finals of my other three events, the races of 100 metres, 
200 metres, and the 400-metre relay. To me, the other 
events depended on the jump. I had three tries to qualify. I 
just needed to jump within a half-metre of my best to 
reach the finals. 

On my first jump, I leaped from past the takeoff board 
for a foul, so I played it safe on the second, jumping from 
far in back of the board. Butl' d played ittoo safe. The jump 
wasn't long enough. It was my worst since early high 
school. 

I felt panic. 
A reporter I knew from the United States came up to 

me. He said, 'Tve never seen you jump like this. Is it 
because Hitler walked out on you?" 

I didn't even know about that. It turned out that just 
before I'd begun jumping, the Nazi dictator had stood up 
in his private box, turned and leftthe stadium-as if to say 
that I wasn't worth watching. 

So far, he was right. 
But Hitler hadn't counted on Luz Long's being a great 

sportsman as well as a great jumper. 
I felt a hand on my shoulder. I turned and looked into 

the clear blue eyes of the man who was supposed to be my 
worst enemy in the world. He introduced himself in 
broken English. I could hardly' get out my own name, the 
tension was so great. But he cut through it in a single 
second, asking: "Jezzee, what has taken your goat?" 

I had to laugh in spite of myself. It felt good. Luz meant 
what had "gotten" my goat, of course, but didn't know 
how to say it. 

As soon as I laughed, the chiseled lines of his lean, 
intense face broke into a wide grin. "Look," he said. "It 
does not matter what the reason. What matters is you 
qualify. I almost not qualify in meet last year same trouble 
as you now. I find this secret I tell you?" 

"Sure," I answered. Part of me thought for an instant 
that maybe it was a plot, that he'd say something which 
would make me lose for sure. But-No-down deep I 
knew he was sincere. 

Far left: Controversy 
erupted during the 1968 
Olynipics in Mexico City, 
when two U.S. sprinters 
used the presentation of first 
and third place medals as a 
chance to protest racial 
discrimination by giving the 
clenched-fist "black power" 
salute on the platform. 

Left: A scene of violence and 
tragedy: the widow of one of 
11 murdered members of the 
Israeli Oly1npic team views 
a room where the athletes 
were held hostage before 
being killed by Arab 
terrorists during the 1972 
Oly1npic Games in Munich. 

What Luz showed me was a secret: to place my towel 
only a few inches back of the takeoff board. That way, I'd 
have a place from which to jump that wouldn't lose me 
much distance. 

It worked. It worked so well that I almost broke the 
Olympic record on that qualifying leap. 

Yet it worked for Luz equally as well. In the finals a few 
days later, he broke the Olympic record. 

He had also achieved his goal-lo do his best. 
Because Luz was such a fine sportsman, helping me to 

reach the finals, he had given himself the extra bit of 
competition he needed to bring outthe best in himself. By 
the same token, he brought out the best in me. On my 
final try, I was fortunate to jump even a little bit farther 
than he had. 

How did Luz react? 
With joy! 
He raced over to where I was standing, threw his arm 

around me, then pulled me to the edge of the stands 
where more than 100,000 German people filled the 
stadium. He lifted my arm in the air, and yelled, "Jezzee 
Owenz!" He shouted it again. 

People in the stands picked up his chant, shouting, 
"Jezzee Owenz!" Soon, the whole stadium was cheering: 
"Jezzee Owenz! Jezzee Owenz! Jezzee Owenz!" 

I raised my other hand to thank them, then to still 
them. 

I took Luz's arm and lifted it toward the skies. "Luz 
Long!" I cried at the top of my lungs. "Luz Long! Luz 
Long! Luz Long!" 

No, you don't win anything by intimidation, manipu­
lation, or unsportsmanlike behavior. 

Theniceguysl'veknoWJ!havealwaysfinishedfirstl 0 
[Word of Mr. Owen'S de.a.th came as we went to press. Eos.J 

• Jesse Owens, one of the world's greatest athletes, won four gold 
track-and-field medals at the 1936 Olympics: three individual, and 
one as a relay team 1neniber. Since then, he has kept busy in public 
relations and as an inspirational speaker. He also works extensively 
with underprivileged and delinquent youth. Married, with three 
children and six grandchildren, Jesse now lives in Phoenix, Arizona, 
U.S.A., where he still shoots under 80 on the golf course. 
• Paul Neimark, a prolific Chicago-area free-lance writer, is the 
author of 27 books, two filmscripts, and more than a thousand 
articles. Married, and also the father of three children, Paul keeps fit 
by jogging at least eight kilometres daily. 

THE ROTARIAN/MAY 1980 21 



• 

For release 

NEWS 

NEWS ADVISORY 

The Ohio State U.niversity 

Communications Services 
102 Administration Building 
190 North Oval Mal I 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
Phone: 614-422-2711 

9-30-80 

(LO,WS) 

An original painting of Jesse Owens conunemorating his 1936 

Olympic victories will be presented to Ohio State University, 

Owens' alma mater, by the Miller Brewing Company, Milwaukee, at 

10:30 a.rn. Saturday, (10/4) in the Alumni Lounge of Fawcett 

Center for Tomorrow, 2400 Olentangy River Road, Columbus. 

The painting was conunissioned by the Miller Brewing 

Company as the cover of its 1980 Black American Olympic Champions 

calendar, the seventh in Miller's Black American Heritage 

Calendar series. The 13 portraits of Black Olympians were 

painted by Ben Ortero of Moomey Ward Creative, Inc., Milwaukee. 

Ohio State University President Harold L. Enarson will 

receive the 22-by-28 inch tempra painting from Obrie Smith, 

manager of conununity relations for Miller Brewing Company. 

Mrs. Ruth Owens also will attend the presentation. 

Mrs. Owens, Jesse Owens' wife of more than 40 years, and 

several of the Owens children and their families also will 

attend the OSU-UCLA football game later that day. Half-time 

ceremonies at the game will include formal dedication of the 

running track in Ohio Stadium and the three university recreation 

c enters, which were named for Owens by Ohio State's Board of 

Trustees in April. Owens died March 31, 1980. 

## 





Jesse Ow-ens: An illustrious Son of OSU 

'---------------------------------------------------------

Jesse Owens remained close to Ohio 
State over the years, returning to his 
alma mater many times for special 
ceremonies and to receive personal 
recognition. 

He was present when the Philadelphia 
Alumni Club donated the sculpture of 
Jesse the Runner and he was present 
when the Jesse Owens Scholarship 
Fund was established at ceremonies in 
1950. The scholarship, donated by W. B. 
Calkins, class of '98, still provides 
financial assistance to Ohio State 
undergraduates. 

Students recognized him in 1956, 
when Owens was elected an honorary 
member of OSU 's chapter of the senior 
hono r society Sphinx, and he returned to 
campus for the " linking" ceremony. 

One of Owens' best remembered visits 
to his alma mater came in 1960, when he 
was again center stage during halftime 
of a football game. He and Mrs. Owens 
returned to see their daughter Marlene, 
then an OSU senior, named 
Homecoming Queen. In an emotional 
ceremony , Owens personally presented 
the queen 's trophy to his daughter. 

Owens served on the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, and in 
1965 the association presented him with 
the Alumni Citizenship Award. 

In 1972, Ohio State awarded Owens an 
honorary Doctor of Athleti c Arts degree 
in recognition of his accomplishments 
as a world-renowned athlete and his 
lifetime of humanitarian servi ce. 

The Ohio Stadium track and the 
University Rec reation Centers named for 
Owens and being ded icated during 
halftime ceremonies of today's football 
game make evident the University's 
pride and respect for Owens' 
achievements, as an OSU alumnus, 
world-class athlete and dedicated 
humanitarian. 

In recommending to the Board of 
Trustees that the facilities be named fo r 
Jesse Owens, Ohio State President 
Harold L. Enarson said : 

" The death of Jesse Owens marked 
the passing of one of The Ohio State 
University's most illustrious sons. 

" In 1972, this University was priv ileged 
to confer upon him the honorary Docto r 
of Athlet ic Arts degree in tribute to his 

accomplishments as an athlete and his 
services as a humanitarian. 

" His athletic achievements are 
legendary. They do not need a detailed 
recounting here. Yet the mere mention 
of his name brings to mind two moments 
perhaps unique in the annals of track 
and field competition. 

"We remember that day in 1935 whe 
he set three world reco rds and tied a 
fourth in the Big Ten conference meeta 
Ann Arbor. 

"We remember the Berl in Olympics I 
1936 when he won four gold medals a 
in the process destroyed before t~e 
world Hitler's myth of racial supenorl 

" Jesse Owens has been called the 
champion of the century. As an athl 
he carried the name of this Universl 
and th is country to new heights of WO 
acclaim. As a friend and advocate o 
youth, an ambassador for the _be~t t 
sports has to offer, as a humanrtan 
the highest sense of the word , ~~ ea 
world respect. His life exemp_lrfred t 
foundation on which The Ohro Stat 
University has been built - opportu 
and excellence. 

" As long as there are people wh 
compete in sports, the name of Jn 
Owens will be remembered. As 10 
there are people who contemplate 
comprehend t he tra~ic waste of

0 discrimination , the lrfe of Jesse 
will shine as a beacon." 



Commemorative plaques are being 
placed near the Jesse Owens Track and 
in the rotunda of Ohio Stadium. Another 
plaque is being installed in the lobby of 
Larkins Hall, where athletes who seek to 
follow Owens' example will see it daily. 

In addition, plans for the Jesse Owens 
Plaza in the Stadium Drive area leading 
to Ohio Stadium are underway. The 
plaza will be visited by hundreds of 
thousands of students and visitors to 
Ohio State every year and will serve as a 
continuing tribute to the life of Jesse 
Owens. 

The cast bronze plaques, 18 inches by 24 
inches, to be installed at Ohio Stadium, 
and the cast aluminum plaque to be 
placed with existing memorials in 
Larkings Hall, read as shown at right. 

Artist's conception of the Jesse Owens Plaza north of Ohio Stadium on the Ohio State University campus. 



\ 

Jesse Owens Remembered .. . ' 
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Buckeye sports immor­
tal, Jesse Owens, who~e 
death March 31, 1980 in 

Phoenix, Ariz., saddened 
millions of tans throughout 
the world, was honored 
recently when famil¥, 
friends and sports figures 
trorn across the nation 
gathered in Columbus to 
participate in a series of 
well-deserved tributes. 

An impressive slate of 
weekend activities got 
underway on Friday, Oct. 3, 
with ~ gala reception, 
which was held in the 
Alumni Lounge of the Faw­
cett Center For Tomorrow. 
Ohio State University pres­
ident and Mrs. Harold L. , 
Enarson hosted the party. · 

A pre-game salute and 
spectacular half-time show 
followed on Saturday, Oct. 
4, during the OSU-UCLA 
clash. 

Clirnaxing the weekend 
was an elegant and well­
attended party, hosted by 
the ever-popular Merry­
makers Club of Columbus, 
Inc .. and held at the group's 
spacious party house at 
618 E. Spring St. Members 
of the Owens family and 
guests enjoyed the get 
together, following the 
game Saturday evening. 

COMMEMORATIVE MESSAGE-This Is lhe lexl of the 
bronze plaque placed In Ohio Stodlum naming the hlstorlcal 
arena's sports track, "The Jesse Owens Track." The track and 
three university r!'Creatlon centers were named for him In 
Aprll, shortly after his death, and were dedicated formally 
Saturday, Oct. 4 during tho half-time program for the region­
ally televlsod Ohio State-UCLA football game. Owen's widow, 
Ruth, and their three daughters end families were guests of 
Ohio State University.president and Mrs. Harold l. Enerson at 
lhe we&kend activities. 

Over 88,000 cheering 
Buckeye and. Trojan fans 
paused to pay special trib­
ute to a fallen hero during 
half-time festivities of the 
OSU-UCLA football game, 
Saturday, Oct. 4. 

Stadiu-m spectators, as 
,well as millions more who 
watched qn a specia'I 

. regional telecast of the 
clash, looked on as Buck­
eyes everywhere com­
memorated the life of 
Olympic track and field 
charnpion, Jesse Owens. 

D!..!ring mid-gan1e cere­
monies, Ohio State Univer­
sity president Harold L. 
Enarson, formally, dedi­
cated the Ohio Stadium 
sports track as "The Jesse 
Owens Track" and chris­
tehed three Jesse Owens 
Recreation Centers on 



campus. 
The half-time program 

culminated a weekend of 
activities and citations, 
honoring the "greatest 
track star of all time." 

Last April, shortly after 
Owens' death March 31, 
the OSU Board of Trustees 
officially named the facili­
ties for the sprinter in 
recognition of his sports ! 
achievements, lifetime of 
humanitarian activities and 
service to his countrv. 

President Enarson hailed 
Owens, noting: "Jesse 
Owens was an unusual 
person in many ways. His 
unique athletic abilities 11s 
a track and field star 
brought great recognition 
to this university and to the 
United States. 
"But his athletic accomp­

lishments were not an end 
for him but a beginning. 
They provided the momen­
tum. He provided a sense of 
concern for people. 

"Together. it was a com­
bination that was to carry 
him far beyond the athletic 
realm into the broader area 
of humanitarian service. 

,;And it was -for this ser­
vice, as·well as his athletic 
achievements, that Ohi'O 
State conferred upon him 
the honorary doctoral 
degree in 1972," Enarson 
said. 

"Obviously, Ohio State is 
proud of Jesse Owens and 
his accomplishments. He is 
held in great affection by 
this University and by peo­
ple around the world," he 
continued. 

"We want our students 
and the' thousands of vis­
itors who cOme here each 
year to know what he did 
_allcJ 'Nh~t_he ~t_ood for," the 

l 0 -?..5 -'6° 

president concluded. 
Mrs. Ruth Owens of Pho­

enix, Ariz .. widow of the 
honoree, members Of the 
family, and many long-time 
friends and colleagues 
attended the colorful dedi­
cation ceremonies. 

Assistant band director, 
Willie Sullivan, presented a 
specially choreographed 
half-time band show for the 
Ohio State Marching Band 
with music and formations 
focusing on the many 
facets of Owens' life. 

Joining their mother for 
the tribute· were the three 
Owens daughters and their 
families of Chicago: Mr. 
and Mrs. Stuart (Marlene 
Owens) Rankin and son, 
Stuart Jr.: Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald (Beverly Owens) 
Prather and Mrs. and Mrs. 
Malcolm Hemphill Jr. (Glo­
ri8- Owens) and daughters, 
Marlene and Gina. 

Recognized as the grea­
test track and field athlete 
of the century in coaches' 
and sportswriters' polls, 
Owens' world record­
s0tting feats were legend­
ary from the day be broke 
three world records and 
tied a fourth all in one Big 
Ten meet.in 1935. 

He topped those marks 
winning ·tour gold medals 
in the 1936 Olympic Games 
in Berlin. 

Owens remained close to 
his alma mater until his 
death, returning many 
times to accept awards and 
honors presented by the 
university and variol!s 
alumni groups. 



JESSE OWENS PLAZA-The artist's conception, above, suggests hoW the new Jesse oWens 
emorlal Plaza will appear when constructed. Plans for the campu• plaza, with a-completion 
Jte targeted for autumn 1981, were endorsed by the Ohio State University Board of Trustees 
rlday, Oct. 3. The model shows proposed landscaping at the northslde of Ohio Stadium-th~ 
iosed end of the horseshoe-from the rotunda to Stadium Drive. The focal point of the plaza 
Ill be the setting for J statue or work of art commemorating the life and accomplishments of 
~sse Owens, the gold medal-winning Olympian, as an athlete and humanitarian. The unlver­
tywlllaeek prlv.llte funds lo commission the work of art, Wllllam E. Vandament, vice president 
1r finance and pfannlng said. "lntcresllngly, the original design of Ohio Stadium calls for a 
1aza In the ~rea now proposed,"Vandament said. "Such a plaza, In honor of Jesse Owens, will 
nhance the beauty of the area. It will become a focal point of Interest for the hundreds of 
1ousands of persons who visit that part of the campus each year for commencemenls, 
!hletlcs and other events. Most slgnlflcantly, It wlll serve as a source of Inspiration for future 
eneratlons of students," he said. 

FFICIA:L GREETING-Ohio governor James A. Rhodes greets Mrs. Jesse Owens of Pho­
e Ix, Ariz. and her aon-ln-law, Stuart Rankin of Chicago, during the recttnt Ohio State Univer­
sity tribute to Jesse Owens. Governor Rhodes, a friend of the Olymp.lc great and the farilllyfor 
many years, was one of thci featured speakers at the Friday, Oct. 3 reception held In the Alumni 
Lounge of the Fawcett Center For Tomorrow. 
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and field star, born 1913 in Alabama; died March 31, 1980 
Phoenix, Ariz.; was remembered during half-time ceremonl 
at the OSU-UCLA football game, SaturdQy, Oct. 4. As a you' 
Owens, the sprinter, hurdler and broad Jumper, set spo 
records In high school and college, going on to triumph Int 
1936 Berlin Olympics where ti;ie invincible sportsman w' 

. four gold medals, as well as setting Olympic records In thr 
Individual events and leading the 400-meter relay team tc 
new world record. At one time, Owens, held five world titles 
officially sanctioned track and field events and set aevei 
more for his Indoor performances. Four of his Big Ten recor 
still stand unbroken. His last world record didn't fall untll 19E 
He was Inducted Into the Track and Fleld Hall of Fame In 191 
To this day, no athlete has emerged to challenge o·wer 

. place In sport history as the gre'atest performer the sport h 
ever seen. A great deal of Ow~ns' support came from coac 
mentor and friend, legendary OSU track coach, Larry Snydt 
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Ol YMPIC PORTRAIT-Obie Smith, left, Miiwaukee, con1munlty relations manager fort ·~ 
Miiier Brewing Co., presented a portrait of the late Jesse Owens to Ohio State University durl11gro 
the campuS salute to the Olympic champion the weekend of Oqt. 4. Accepting the pointing on;... 
behalf of OSU are president Harold L. Enarson and Mrs. Jesse Owens, Phoenix, Ariz. The 
orlglnal drawing commemorates Owens' 1936 Olympic victories. It was at the Berlin Olymplad 
that the young Buckeye sprinter, hurdler and broad jumper single-handedly destroyed Adolph 
HI tier's German supremacy rhetoric by winning four gold medals In track and fleld events. The 
presentation of the handsome portrait was made In the Alumni Lounge of the Fa·wcett Center 
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I MOMEN!- hlo State University president 
L. Enerson, foreground center with Mrs. Jes'e Owens, 

at his right, presided during ceremonies In Otilo Stadium, 
Saturday, Oct. 4, naming the stadium track and three univer­
sity recreation centers In honor of the late Olympic great, 
Jesse Owens. The dedication took place during .half-time 
festivities of the CSU-UCLA clash. Members of the Owens 

family, who traveled iO Columbus from ChlcaQo to witness th'Ci: 
historic event are, left to right: Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Rankin a net 
son, Stuart Jr.; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Prather; Mr. and Mrs. 
Malcolm Hemphill Jr. arid daughters, Marlene and Gina. Mrs. 
Rankin Is the former Marlene Owensj Mrs. Prather, the former 

. Beverly Owens and Mrs. Hemphill, the former Glorla Owens: 



UNANIMOUS VERDICT-The honOrable Robert M. Dun­
Judge of the U.S. District Court for Southern Ohio, and 
-time friend of Jesse Owens f~mlly spoke during the Oct. 
bute In the Alumni Lounge at the Fawcett Center For 
orrow, hailing his old chum as "the greatest athlete In the 
d." The Judge reminded the assembled throng that Olym­
rack and fleld star Jesse Owens, deceased since March 
1111 holdS four Big Ten records. 

HEROES AND LEGENDS-Thls,trlo of sportsmen, spent several relaxing hours greetln~ old 
friends and remlnlsc!ng about the life and times 01their1a1e 1nena, Jesse Ow~ns. A large group 
of Owens' fans gathered In tribute Friday, Oct. 3 In the Alumni Loung~ of the Fawcett Center 
For Tomorrow, to pay homage to Owens, a four gold medal winner In the 1936 Berlln Olympics. 
The gentlemen here are, from left: David Albrltton, Dayton, former Ohio State University and_ 
Olympic track star and close friend of fellow Buckeye Owens; Lucien Wright, Columbus and 
Herb Doualas. Wvncote Pa. The most popular and most repeated Owens reminiscence of the 

Tiellow get together was how their old friend came to be 'Jesse' Owens. This Is how the story 
went: "The seventh child of Henry and Emma Alexander Owens was named James Cleveland 
when he was born In Alabama In 1913. 'J.C.,' as he was called, was nine when the sharecropper 
family went north to Cleveland, where his new school teacher gave him the name that was to 
become known around the world. The teacher was told 'J.C.' when she asked his name to enter 
In her roll book, but she thought he had said' Jesse.' And the legend of Jesse Owens began to 

untold. 

SOUVENIR PLAQUE-In behalf of her mother, Mrs. Jesse Owens, Mrs. Malcolm Hemphill Jr. 
(the former Gloria Owens) of Chicago, accepts a souvenir copy of the plaque placed In Ohio 
Stadium naming it "The Jesse Owens Track." Ohio State University president Harold L. 
Enarson made at presentation Friday, Oct. 3 during a reception held In the Alumni Lounge of 
Fawcett Center For Tomorrow, a kick-off of weekend activities which culminated at a half-time 
dedication during the OSU-UCL_A football game. 



CHERISHt:D Mt:rY'IORIES-Ohio State nlverslty pres den arold L. Enaraon presents,: an 
, album of photogra,phs recalling gi-eat moments from the llfe of Olympic legend Jesae Owen'S'to' 

his widow, Ruth during a recent tribute held In the Alumni Lounge of the Fawcett Center For 
Tomorrow. Looking on, fron1 left, are !he !h1.J~ G•:;0ns daughters: Mrs. M.alcolm H&mphlll Jf; 
(the former Gloria Owens); Mrs. Stt' ~,~·_, :!. ,·.:,1,, \<:·it' former Marlene Owe.ns) and Mrs. Donald 
Prather (the former Beverly Owens). The three sisters reside with their famllles In Chicago. 
Owens famlly members were In Coiumbus the weekend of OcJ. 4th to participate In a series of 
Jesse Owens commemorative activities, which were climaxed during half-time festivities of the 
CSU-UCLA football Qame when the sports track at Ohio Stadium was officially named "The 
Jese Owens·Track." 

'~~;', rn.}'.:a.11 
PROUD MOM--Ruth Owens, widow Jesse Owens, lert, shares a warm moment with her 

daughter, son-in-law and granddaughters during a reception Friday, Oct. 3 In the Alurrirll .~ 
Lounge of.the Fawcett Center For Tomorrow on the Ohio State University campus. The family ~ 
was In Columbus to attend the campus tribute to Owens, who died March 31. Mrs. Prather, 
!lecond from right, Is the former Beverly Owens. With her Is husband Donald and daughtefs, f~ 
Donna, right and Dawn, left. ,' 



' 

lo 
MERRY SALUTE - Merrymaker Lawrence Tolbert, left, participated In his club's festive 

salute to the Owens family and the legendary tribute to the late Jesse Owens at the Merrymak­
ers' partyhouse, Saturday, Oct. 4. In addition, to honored guest, Mrs. Ruth Owens, center. 
Tolbert is joined by fellow Merrymaker Robert Cromwell and James Young. 
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PARTY CO-HO.ST-Charles McMurray, !ell, acted as co-host along witn fellow Merrynu1kers 
during the festive gala thrown in honor ol the family of the late Jes:>e 01.•:cn:;. Saturday. Oct. 4. 
Merrymakers and their lnviled guesls assen1blcd at the group's chili tlo:.1~~c. 15 i & E, Snring SL 
following lhe CSU-UCLA loolball game. lo entertain Mrs. nulll Ow·::?ns ;;:id 1.:irriily n1e1nbr~ 
Plclured above, are the Owens daughlers, lrom left: Beverly Prather. Glo~in H1Jrr.;')hl11. n1o!h;:or 
Owens, Marlene Rankin and co-host McMurray. 
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'.:'1·-. PROUD MOTHER-IN-LAW - The sons-in-law of the late Jesse Owens joined their charming 
'i:.\nother-ln·law, Mrs. Ruth Owens, center, for.ihe Merrymakers''gala s81Urday, Oct.4, follOwlng 
:.j{he OSU-UCLA football game. The elegant affair was held at the group's spacious partyhouse 
'.'(at 618 E._ Spring St. Merrymaker president, Bill Harris, right, was on hand to give the honorees a 
~f-i~Yat welcOnie. With Mrs. Owens are, left to r:ight: Stuart Rankin (Marl4?ne oWens}; Malcolm 
{iftct:"f!lp~lll, (~lorla Owens) and Donald Pratrier, '(Beverly .Owe·nS.) 

~~~.~~f:}~~- . . 

NAME'S THE SAME· But Merryn:_laker Or. Edward J. Sulli­
van, left and Willie Sullivan, right, (same name but not related) 
enjoyed several happy hours relaxing and r'emlnlsclng with 
Mrs. Ruth Owens, center, the charming widow of the late, 
great Jesse Owens. (Willie) Sullivan, assistant band director 
!or the famed Ohio Stale University· Marching Band, was 
responslblE' fo~ putting together a high-stepping and colorful 
half-time musical tribute to former Buckeye and Olympic 
!rack and field star .. The band show flighlighted the OSU­
UCLA football game Saturday, Oct. 4. 



University will hono .. r 
memory of Owens:,, 4 oct, I 'f 56 l 

The University will formally dedicate the 
Jesse Owens Track a d lb~. .: . 

·"'O '-'en Cent0r$in·ceremonies 
.-·'!!fliai -time oT the ·BFifcrstare:ucLA 

football ~ame Oct.4 in Ohio. Stadium. 

J~SSE OWENS poses on the track in Ohio Stadium with'his.coach, Larry Snyder, noYlprofessor 
emeijtus of health, physibal education and recreation. The phbtograph, which !s about 45 y~ars 
ol.d,·.comes from·University Archives. The stadium track will be formally,dedicated in Owen's 
honor Oct. 4,·' ,,,,. · · · · 

The facilities were' officially named' for 
Jesse Owens, an Ohio State alumnus, last 
April by the University's Board of Trustees 
in recognitioii of Owens' sports 
achievements, his lifetime of huffianitarian 
activities and service to hiS country as a · 
traveling ambassador of sports around the 
world. 

Members of Owens' family and long-time 
friends and colleagues will be present for 
the dedication ceremonies. Assistant band 
director Willie Sullivan has 
choreographed a special half,tirne 
program for the Ohio State Marching. 
Band, with music and formations focusing 
on the many facets of Owens' life .as an 
athlete, humanitarian and outstanding 
American. 

Owens has been called the greatest track 
and field athlete of the" century in coaches' 
and-sportsw'iiier$' 'polls. His world 
record-setting feats were legendary from 
the day he broke three world records. and 
tied a fourth all in one Big T~n·meet in 
1935. He won four gold medals at the 19:3p 
Olympic .Games in Berlin. , · 

Owens remained close to.his alma mater 
until his death March 31, 1980, and 
returned many times to accept awards anc 
honors presented by ttie university and 
alumni groups. He was present in. Ohio 
Stadium when his daughter Marlene was 
crowned Homecoming Ou.een in 1960. In 
1972, Owens was awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Athletic Arts' degree from the 
University. 

• •• 
Jesse Owens" time at Ohio State will be the 
focus of an exhibit on display through Nov. 
10 in the SkylightAiea of the Main Library. 
Photographs, newspaper articles, 
yearbooks, athletic tropies and other 
memorabilia drawn from University 
Archives, the libraries' special collections 
and the athletic department are featured in 
the exhibit 
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Owens' achievements still remembered 
Former Buckeye called world's finest athlete 

By Seana Elam 
Lanlern staff writer 

~~~~~~~~ 

The average man could not have ac­
complished all Jesse Owens did, but 
then again, Owens was not an average 
man. 

The man who became known as 
"the world's fastest human" and who 
Gov. James Rhodes once called "the 
greatest athlete of our time" is 
remembered not only for his 
achievements on the track, but for his 
contributions to his fellow man. . 

Born in Alabama to a sharecropper, 
Owens moved with his family to 
Cleveland when he was. 9, where he 
later attended Cleveland East Tech 
High School. He was named James 
Cleveland at birth, but went by the in­
itials "J.C." throughout most of his 
childhood. A schoolteacher mistook 
41J.C." for "Jesse" and the namE 
stuck with him. · 
· Owens entered Ohio State in 1933. 
As a freshman he set world records ir 
the 60-meter dash ( 6.2 seconds) an~ 
the 60-yard dash (6.1 seconds). As a 
junior, Owens became the only track 
and field athlete in the history of the 
sport to set three world records and 
tie a fourth in a single meet, the 1935 
Big Ten Outdoor Championships in 
Ann Arbor; Mich. 

He ran the 100-yard dash in 9.4 
seconds to tie the world record, and he 
set the world record in the 220-yard 
dash at 20 seconds flat. That same day 
he went on to set the world record in 
the 220-yard low hurdles at 22.6 
seconds, and the broad jump at 26 
feet, 81/• inches. 

Former OSU President· Harold 
Enarson and his colleagues took great 

111.. '"''··· 1:~?.1tl1•·"" 

initiative to- assure Owens would be 
honored for many years. 

Enarson recommended to the Ohio 
State Board of Trustees in 1~80 that 
the Ohio Stadium track be named and 
the three recreation centers be 
renamed in Owens' honoF. 

"He was not simply a world-class 
athlete, but a world-class human be­
ing. And that's what we're 
celebrating - not only that he was a 
great athlete, but that he was a very 
fine human being," Enarson said. 
"Jesse was well-regarded by the peo­
ple of Ohio and deserves to be 
remembered for a long, long time." 

In 1936 Owens quelled Hitler's hope 
of presenting the Aryan race as 
superior to all when he won four gold 
medals at the Olympic Games in 

Berlin. At that time, Owens was the 
only athlete in the history of the Olym­
pic Games to win four gold medals. 

He set new Olympic records in the 
100-meter dash, 200-meter d~sh, the 
long jump, and ran on the victorious 
400-meter relay team. 

It wasn't Jong before the name 
Jesse Owens became a household 
word. Helen Stephens, who ran on the 
_1936 U.S. Olympic team with Owens 
and who was the •world's fastest 
woman for 20 years, referred to 
Owens as "Mr. Track." 

"Jesse was a magnetic person. He 
was an idol for many thousands of 
youngsters," Stephens said. 
"Everyone knew him." 

After the 1936 Olympics, Owens 
returned to Cleveland where he took a 
job as a playground director and 
devoted his life to working for the 
underprivileged youths of America. 

Matthew Robinson, another of 
Owens' Olympic teammates, said 
Owens was a man of great charisma. 

'"!'.here's nothing you can say bad 
about Jesse," Robinson said. "He was 
a great competitor, and took interest 
in youngsters. He wanted to see that 
the youth improved academically as 
well as physically. I think he wanted 
them to have the chance to do as 
much as he did." 

Some 20 years later, Owens served 
as America's "Ambassador of 
Sports." That same year he was 
President Eisenhower's personal 
representative to the 1956 Olympic 
Games in Australia. 

In 1976, Owens was awarded the 
highest civilian award, the Medal of 
Freedom, by President Ford. Two 
years later at the White House, Presi-

h, 

dent Carter presented Owens with the 
Living Legend Award. 

In late 1979, Owens was treated for 
lung cancer at Michael Reese 
Hospital in Chicago and later 
transferred to University Hospital in 
Tucson, Ariz. near his home in the 
Phoenix area. He died on March 31, 
1980. 

Top Pert oriners 
l:4S- Women'• Long Jwnp - 19-0¥..-SR, 22·11¥<-AR, 
23-7~-WR 

Dorothy Scott, Atoms Track Club (21-6) 
Robin Taylor, Old Dominion University (21-0) 

l:4$ - Men'1 Hlgb Jwnp - 7-1'%-SR, 7-7+'•-AR, 7-
tL*-WR 

Dwight Stones, Pacific Coast Club, (7-7\/•) 
Jerome Carter, Ren. Athletic Club, (7-7) 

J:45- Pole Vault- 17o/1-SR, ta-10\/•-AR, 19:rt-WR 
Billy Olson, Pacific Coast C!Ub, (l9V•) 
Brad Pursley, Abilene Christian University, (111-

10¥•) 
3:45 - Women'• Shot Put - 47-4¥.i-SR, 62-7%-AR, 73-
8-WR 

Melody Torcolacce, Canada, (50--0) 
Jodi riedel, Kent State Uni verity, (50-9) 

S:4$ - Wumea'1 .f. :r 108 Weter Rela1 
:47.7-SR,:42.29-AR, :U.60-WR 

Canadian National Team 
4:00 - Men'• 4 :.: 100 Meter Relay - :40.4-SR, 
:38.03-AR, :38.03-WR 

Ea!ftern Kentucky University 
East Carolina University 

f.:H - Women'a 100. Meter Hurdles - :13.4-SR, 
:12.79-Af!., :IZ.36-WR 

Stephanie Hightower, Nurrl-Onlx Inc. (: 12:.79) 
Judi Brown, Michigan State University ( :IZ.9) 

f::t - Mea'a 111 Meter Bl.iii Hurdlea - :13.$-SR, 
:1~.93-AR, :12.93-WR 

Rod MUburn, Unattached, (:13.37) 
Dan Lavltt, Pacific Coast Club (: 13.6) 

•:M - Women'1 l,~ Meter RllD - 4:37.7-SR, 
3:5!:.43-AR, 3: 52.47-WR· 

Darlene Beckford, Liberty Athletic Club ( 4: 12.851 
Diana Richburg, Ga;r;elle International ( 4: 16.2'7) 

f.:41 - W:en'l'I One Mlle Run - 4:00-SR, 3:47.69-AR, 
3.47.3l-WR 

Tom Byers, Unattached (3:35.33-1$00 Meter Run) 
5:09 - Women'1 '" Meter Duh - :54.3-SR, 
:S0.62-AR, :48.16-WR 

Diane Dixon, Ohio State University, (53.17) 
Angella Taylor, Canadian National Team 

continued on page 11 
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OSU to be co-host in film of Owens' life 
By Shawn Summers 
Lantern staff writer I - 19..- '3 4 

Hollywood, watch out! 
First Central High School, now Ohio Stadiwn, 

will be filled with movie directors, cameras, bright 
lights and television stars. 

This time, Jesse Owens will be the subject of a 
four-hour television mini-series filmed on the OSU 
campus and elsewhere in Colwnbus. 

Wednesday, Gov. Richard F. Celeste announced 
Paramount Television has selected OSU, Owens' 
alma mater, and Colwnbus to film "The Jesse 
Owens Story." Celeste said the movie will 
generate $1 million locally. 

Although the script is not complete, Paramount 
plans to hire an undetermined nwnber of area 
residents for extras, minor speaking roles and 
technical positions. Filming will begin in late 
February. 

Casting Director Ruben Cannon, who worked on 

the television series "Winds of War" and "Roots," 
will be in Colwnbus prior to the filming to hire 
area residents for the film. A date has not been an­
nounced. 

An actor to portray Owens has not yet been 
selected, said Executive Producer Harve Bennett, 
who also produced the award-winning television 
special "A Woman Called Golda." 

"We have several outstanding candidates," Ben­
nett said, "including at least two of the best young 
black actors in America." 

Bennett, who has never visited OSU, said filming 
atOSU will give the story "a quality of realism.'' 

"Certain things demand to be what they are," 
Bennett said. "Realism is very important in this 
picture - we don't want some frothy Hollywood 
bi<>-pic (biography picture)." 

OSU President Edward H. Jennings said the 
university is "extremely proud to be a part of 
Jesse Owens' accomplishments.'' 

"We're particularly pleased the film will honor 

Owens as an athlete and as a student," Jennings 
said. "It (the film) will show what Owens did with 
his education at OSU and what he did for his race." 

While a junior at OSU, Owens drew worldwide 
acclaim when he became the first person to win 
four gold medals at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. 
His accomplishments hwniliated Hitler and 
challenged Hitler's.theory of racial superiority, 

The film will detail Owens• childhood in 
Alabama, his life at OSU, his Olympic ac­
complishments and the racism he experienced 
after the Olympics .. 

Bennett said the most filming will be in the Col­
umbus area, while the rest will be filmed in the 
Southern United States and in Berlin. 

"We have a good market now for Jesse Owens' 
story," Bennett said. "The country is excited 
about the return of the Olympics to America. Jesse 
is among the three most celebrated American 
Olympic heroes ... and American always needs a 
hero." 



ew scouts n rhoods 
~61~-~rt-~(Jwens TV movie 

Portions of Clintonville's racial discritnination he fac· residents for extras and 
stylish 1930s--crn neighbor- ed. I>ortions of the fi1n1 will minor speaking roles. Filrn­
hoods arc a1nong those be- also be filn1ed in the ing is scheduled to begin in 
ing considered for residen- southern United States and February. 
tial location shots for a in Germany. Portions of the story will 
nu1de-for-television n1ovie, No actors have been also be filmed in Ohio 
an official of the Ohlo Film selected to play the major State's _horseshoe stadium, 
Bureau announced last roles, but Parainount of- where cinders are expected 
week. ficials announced ]a8 t week to be placed on the track to 

Eva Lapolla said areas t~ey_ will be hiring area give it a 1930s appearance. 
near Ohio Stnte University 
are being scouted by Para· 
inount ~ft.devision officials 
for a four-hour mini-series 
on the life of Jesse Owens, 
the athlet~ who won four 
gold medals in the 1936 
Olympics in lJt>rlin. 'l'he 
n1ovie will be fihncd partial· 
ly in Colu:nbus und on the 
cu1npus at ()hio State 
University, (hven~· alrna 
rnut.er 

()wi;-11::, Jre1v \-vorldvvide 
attention 1-:h<.:n he becunH:' 
the iirst pl·r:->on Lo ..,.,.in four 
gold medals in the Olyn1· 
pies. Ii:is series of track and 
field victories challenged 
Adolph Hitler's theory of 
racial superiority. 'fhe black 
man's success also made 
Owens one of this country's 
1nost famous Olympic 
heres. 

The film will tell the story 
of Jesse Owens, his child· 
hood, Ohlo State years, 
Olympic victory and the 



Remaking history Photo by Kevin Fitzsimons 
1-;;<i.:, ·-<;:;4 , 

PRESIDENT JENNINGS PRESENTS SCARLET AND GRAY stocking caps with the OSU emblem 
to executives of Paramount Television who announced earlier this month that portions of the TV 
mini-series ''The Jesse Ov1ens Story'' would be filmed on campus and in selected locations in 
Columbus. From left are Dick Irving, the film's director and Harold Gast, producer/writer. 
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Art Director 

THE JESSE OWENS STORY 

5555 Melrose Ave .. Los Angeles, CA 90038·3197 (213) 468·5882 



Paramount will cast locals in TV special 
By Shawn Summers 
Lantern staff writer .i- \0 ~2.}j 

If you've ever wanted to be a televi­
sion star, your chances have never 
been better. 

This weekend, you may be 
discovered. 

Saturday and Sunday, Paramount 
Television officials are interviewing 
at Mershon Auditorium for minor 
speaking roles and extras for the 
television miniseries "'l'he Jesse 
Owens Story." 

Owens, an OSU graduate, drew 
worldwide acclaim at the 1936 Olym­
pics in Berlin when he became the 
first person to win four gold medals. 
His accomplishments humiliated 
Adolf Hitler and challenged Hitler's 
theory of racial superiority. 

Between 500 and 1,000 local 
residents of all ages will be cast, said 
Jody Hummer, who was hired by 
Paramount for local casting. She also 
helped find extras for "Teachers," a 
movie.now being filmed in Columbus. 

Interviews for individuals from 6 to 
18 years old will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and interviews for 
people from 18 to 65 will be at the 
same.times Sunday. 

Applicants must bring a current 
photograph. 

"We may hire only 700 people. 
Everything depends on the budget," 
Hummer said. 

Filming will last from Feb. 20 until 
March 8. 

Hummer said she has already con­
ducted interviews for larger speaking 
roles with Ohio actors and theater 
performers. Speaking roles for 
college-age students have been filled, 
she said. 

For minor speaking roles, Hummer 
said she is looking for black males 
between 15 and 17 to portray Owens' 

high school track team members, two 
black females between 15 and 19 to 
play Owens' sisters and two black 
adults between 35 and 50 to portray 
Owens' parents. 

"They must resemble Jesse 
Owens," Hummer said. 

Owens will be portrayed by Dorian 
Harewood, who played Simon Haley 
in "Roots," said Gary Claussen, who 
is in charge of national publicity for 
Paramount. An actress to portray 
Owens' wife has not yet been cast; he 
said. 

Claussen said Paramount officials 
still are frantically trying to pick film 
locations, finish the script and cast 
actors. 

Hummer said she will also cast a 
white female between 30 and 40 to 
play a waitress and a white male of 
the same age to play Owens' track 
coach. 

Hummer said she will hire extras to 
play Owens' relatives, friends and 
teachers. Extras will also be hired to 
fill background scenes such as Owens' 
childhood neighborhood, a park and a 
courtroom. 

"Extras usually are used to fill ad­
ditional backgr_ound," Hummer said, 
"but a lot of times (the extras) get 
close-up shots." 

Hummer said she is looking for a 
range of people of different ages. 

"I'm not necessarily looking for col­
lege kids .... I want all ages - teens, 
old people, professors, students. Ex­
tras are cast to duplicate reality." 

Hummer said parts will not last 
more than one day, although one 
scene may require two days. Once an 
individual is hired, he may only know 
the night before that his part will be 
filmed the following day. 

Extras will be paid minimum wage 
while people with minor speaking 
roles will be paid according to stan-

dards set by the Screen Actors Guild, 
Hummer said. 

Hummer said she is not always 
looking for acting experience, 
although she would like to see some 
college actors. 

"The only real requirement is to 
have an interest in seeing what's go­
ing on," Hummer said. "There may 
be wardrobe requirements, so you 
may have to go through your closet 
and look for bell-bottoms." 

Hummer said one scene will be 
filmed on the Oval with students (ex­
tras hired by Paramount) walking to 
classes. 

Several scenes will also be filmed in 
Ohio Stadium. 

Sections of the horseshoe stadium 
will be re-covered with cinders and 
grass to make it look as it did in the 
1930s. 

The series' executive producer, 
Harve Bennett, said Chicago and 
Canada were also considered for film­
ing locations. Ohio, though, had the 
best economy, area architecture and 
the "right look for the film," Bennett 
said. 

Bennett said the cold winter 
weather, the smoky gray skies and 
the old stadium will make the scene 
seem as if it were in the 1930s. 

The television series will be shown a 
week before the start of the Summer 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles. 



Crowd anffcipates stardom 

Owens auditions.,a success 
By Shawn Summers 
Lantern staff writer a, _ I ~ - '(l ~ 

The crowd at Mershon Auditorium this weekend had' 
stars In Its eyes. .. 

The audience wanted to act In the show, not watch 'it: ·, 
By Sunday afternoon, more than 1,300 people had ap­

plied for minor speaking roles and extras for the televi-· 
slon mlnlstiries "The Jesse Owens Story." 

Paramount Television plans to hire between 500 and 
1,000 local residents, said Jody Hummer, loclil casting 
director. 

Saturday, when applicants from 6 to 18 years were In­
terviewed, only 165 people applied. 

. Hummer said she was disappointed and surprised at 
Saturday's turnout. 

Sunday, ·however, two policemen guided more than 
l,100 applicants from 18 to 65 Into the auditorium. Most 
wilittwo to three hours for an Interview. 
,.:'I'lll. Tunr!l!:ii! behind now," Hummer said Sunday 
aftethaoh: ''These tlilngs take time, but we're very plea&. 
ed with the turnout." . . 

After a· two-})our Walt, about 30 applicants were called 
by their imfubers and led behind the stage curtain. Sit- · 
't:ln8 in·a half-circle, applicants answered questions from 
. Hunimer about their lives. 

' Potential actors for speaking parts were picked out 
and led to a private room for a script reading. The others 
ruinded Jn their applications and left. The interviews 
usually lasted five minutes. · ' 
, Hummer Interviewed a variety of people, Including 

houseWives, OSU students and, professors, government 
workers, retired senior cltlZens ahd children. 

Scott Weaver, a junior froin Upper Arlington, studied 
while he wilited to be Interviewed. 

"I came because I wanted to do it for the experience -
just to say yeah, I did It. It was fun," 'Weaver said. 

Renee Cook, 35, of Columbus, dressed In a '30s-style 
dress anii wore an antique brooch and earrings for her In-
terview.. . 

"I wanted to take a chance, get a new experience," 
Cook said .... It W4\S an impulsive decision." 

Tim Harvey,.a Sophomore from Stow, said he went 
because he Is a member of the OSU track team and 
always'sees pictures of Owens around campus gyms . 

"I heard they were looking for a European runner and 
I thought I'd have a good chance because of my (track) 
experience,'' Harvey said. · 

Jeffrey Wright, 19, of Columbus, was picked for a 
script reading to portray one of Owens' track team­
mates. 

"I. have theater experience,, but I~m scared,'' Wrlgl\t 
said. "I'd love it!£ I got the part." 
, Hunµper said, applicants f Pr ~as .will not be notified 

until one or two clitys before filrillng for a particular seg­
ment. Most extras will work only one day, she said. 

Filming will last from Feb. 20 until March 8 . 
.Hummer _said she has not yet picked anyone for speak­

ing parts or extras. 
. . '.'For extras, I want someone who has a particular look, 

a period look (of the 1930s);" Hurturier said: "For actors, 
I want theater people who look like athletes." 



Old house finds its way to Hollywood 
By J.F. Poole . 
Lantern staff writer ~ -1 '1-'f.4 

The house on Blake Avenue Wm be empty for a 
while. · · 

The moving van, blocking traffic in front of the 
horise, is waiting for everything to be loaded. 

Dishes are being packed away, pictures are 
coming down, the walls iI:i the house are being 
changed to look even older and the furniture is be-
lll8 telten to soriie uilknown warehou5e. . 

Why? 
Because Hollywood is here once again. But this 

time, it will be .moving into a campus-area home 
for two weeks to film part of the Jesse Owens 
miniseries. Several scenes in the movie, covering 
the time from Owens' childhood until his adult 
years, will be filmed in the house. 

But what are the occupants of the house receiv­
ing in return for their trouble and inconvenience? 

"One month's rent, $50 to help out with the utility 
bills, new wallpaper that· is supposed to look old, 
and new old curtains. Who knows, maybe they will 
let us keep them," said Mary Ann Miller, a junior 
from Novelty. 

"We can continue living in the house during the 
days they will be filming. We just don't have any 
furniture.'' 

Several area homes were under consideration 
for a part in the movie. 

''Our location manager obtained research on ex­
actly what the Owens' family house looked like and 
the basic layout of their home," said Tom Pedigo, 
the set decorator for Paramount Television. 

Because they were quite poor, the Owens' family 
lived in a rather bad area of Cleveland, Pedigo 
said. 

The house selected parallels a home that would 
have been built in the early 1930s and has been un­
touched since. The front porch is falling apart, and 

the paint on the house looks as if it has been 
through several storms which changed the color 
from a bright yellow to a drab-looking gray­
yellow. 

Pedigo's behind-the-scene position of set 
decorator requires much time and hard work.. . 

"I have to be able to take any so-ealled set and 
make it look as if it is in the script," Pedigo said. 

"We will be using a lot of Grand Rapids-type fur· 
niture, which will add to the time era in the 
movie," Pedigo said. "This type of antique fur­
niture is a European-American · Ambassador 
which was made in Michigan in the early 1930s.'' 

Pedigo and his staff also have worked on such 
movies as "Tenns of Endearment," 
"Brainstorm," "Shogun" and "Evita." 

There are still positions available as extras in 
the movie. Paramount Television plans to hire bet­
ween 500 and 1,000 local residents, said Jody Hum­
mer, local casting director. 



Filming of Jesse Owens Story 
set for today ·in Clintonville 
''f~\jrn~?'for1 'ft~~' Jes1.-~ ;~e the two blocks of house on the northeast cor-
0\vens Story, a television Calumet Street between ner of Olentangy Street 
movie, was scheduled to Olentangy Street and and Calumet Street as the 
begin this morning on Crestview Road and· one coach's residence. 
several south Clintonville block of Olentangy Street 
streets. between Calumet Street 

A resident of one of the and Medary Avenue. 
streets said she received a Filming was to begin at 7 
notice last week asking a.m. 
that all cars be removed The resident said the film 
from the street. company,· Paramount Pic-

'fhe areas that will be us· tures. had selected the 

A spokesman for the pro­
duction company refused 
to confirm the information, 
saying that announcing the 
specific streets involved 
would create a problem 
with crowds. 



The Jesse Owens Story 
"-nt-; t-}r;_wr,·(~c~~~J""?,. 4 l"l8'i 

Portions of miniseries filming in Clintonville 
By Jennifer Baseden 

Clintonville's streets are usually pretty quiet. And 
the people who live along them, such as the Wooten 
family of 194 Olentangy St.. lead quiet suburban lives. 

So yciu can imagine the Woolens' surprise when peo­
ple knocked on the door and asked to use their house as 
a film location for the upcoming television miniseries, 
The Jesse Owens Story. 

How do you get your house in the running for a four­
hour Hollywood production? You don't, said Katherine 
Wooten. ''They came to us,'' she explained. 

Dorian Harwood consults with crew members during 
scenes from The Jesse Owens Story being filmed this 
week on Olentangy Street. Harwood ls cast as Owens in 
the television miniseries. 

One day recently, a woman from the Ohio Film Bu­
reau Cpart of Ohio's Department of Development) 
knocked on the Woolens' door. She told Wooten the man 
with her was from Paramount Pictures Corp. and they 
were looking for a place to use as Coach Riley's house 
in a miniseries on Jesse Owens. 

11As I understand, our house is the largest house with 
this much ground in this area, close to the OSU cam­
pus," Wooten said. Much of the series is being filmed at 
osu. 
STARTED MONDAY 

Filming began Monday at the Olentangy Street loca­
tion. The scenes being shot there took place in Cleve­
land in the late 1920s and early '30s, said the project's 
associate producer, Arnold Turner. 

In preparation for the filming, vintage cars were 
parked along the streets, and a wrecked one was 
placed in the front yard. Details were added - among 
them a clothesline draped with period clothing. 

Finley Glenn Wooten, Katherine's husb8nd, said 
Paramount decorated one of the rooms with old cur­
tains and props to look like the coach1s living room. 
''The stuff in here is all really old,'' he said. 

ENJOYING THE VISIT 
11We're really enjoying all this/' Mrs. Wooten said. 

Although there have obviously been disruptions to the 
daily routine, she said "it's kind of exciting. They're 
not putting us out or anything." 

The Wooten's 6-year-old granddaughter, Heather, 
stays with them. "She's excited, too," Mrs. Wooten 
said. 

Studio employees came out late last week to check 
the curtains that had been hung: They took a picture of 
the curtains, and let Heather get in the picture, "so 
now she thinks she's going to be in the movie," Mrs. 
Wooten laughed. 

STAR QUALITY 
The miniseries stars Dorian Harwood as Owens. 

Harwood played the lead part in the movie Ragtime. 
George Kennedy is cast as Coach Riley, the man who 
encouraged Owens in high school to go out for track. 

Debbie Morgan, a regular performer on a daytime 
soap opera, is cast as Owens' wife, Ruth. George Stan­
ford Brown plays the role of Gilbert, who became 
Owens' parole officer after the athlete encountered tax 
troubles and who later became a friend. 

Mr. Wooten said he is proud the studio chose Clinton­
ville as a film site, and is glad viewers will see his 
neighborhood on television. 

11They could have gone somewhere else - anywhere 
in town. But they chose to film it here," he said. 

CLINTONVILLE CREDIT 
"It's nice that Clintonville will be part of a movie 

about Jesse Owens. Not just our house and yard, but 
the whole area; ... he noted. "I have to give credit to the 
community.'' 

"For me, it's exciting. to have someone like George 
Kennedy in your house. And it's also interesting to see 
how they do things," Mr. Wooten said. 

"It's more than worth the interruptions," he added. 
Associate Producer Turner said the filming will take 

another three or four days, but the shooting schedule 
will depend on the weather. 

A spokeswoman for Paramount said the studio does 
not have a firm date the miniseries will be shown, but 
added it would be sometime shortly before the Summer 
Olympics. 



A crowd of onlookers gathers in front of 194 Olentangy St. to watch filming of T/ie Jes~e Owens Story. Across the 
street, George Kennedy and Dorrian Harwood wait on the sidewalk for shooting to start. It's unlikely the RV on 
Calumet will appear in the film. (News photoJ by Jennifer Basedenl 

'1u.,_ ~" ((oa.i~~;~)- ~~ ~--l'l~l{ 



'The Jesse Owens Story' 
reminiscent.of olden days 
By Shawn Summers 
Lantern staff writer 

Blake Avenue aged about 60 years Wednesday. 
Model T Fords were parked by the sidewalks, children, 

dressed in wool knickers and "Great Gatsby" hats, 
played stick ball In the street. 

Women In pill box hats and knee-length patterned 
dresses chatted on the front porch of a dilapidated three­
story house while a coal man made his weekly delivery. 

On the other side of the street, though, a small, curious 
crowd gathered to watch movie actors, directors and 
cameramen film "The Jesse Owens St<icy." 

One of the women In the porch scene, Glendora 
Muldrow, 26, of Columbus, was hired as an extra to play 
Owens' neighbor .. 

"We did the scene about three times before 'i'{e got it 
right. I've been sitting around all day doing different 
scenes, but it doesn't bother me," Muldro;w said. 

Her eight-year-old daughter, Stephanie, portrayed one 
of Owens' neighbors in several scenes of children playing 
stick ball, jumping rope and playing with dolls. 

"I got outta school to do this," she said. 
The coal man, Wally Clovlngton, 52, of Columbus, wore 

faded blue jean overalls covered with soot and bard-soled 
button shoes. 

"I'm here for the experience and the money. The ac­
tors are very nice and friendly - I've met a lot of In­
teresting people here today,'' Clovlngton said. 

Clovington, who also had an extra part as a policeman 
on the movie "Teachers," said he hoped he would be call­
ed back for more scenes. 

One of the extras hired to portray Owens' neighbor ac­
tually was once good friends with Owens. 

Marie Young, 62, of Columbus, lived a block away from 
Owens his last few years as a student at OSU. 

"It's far-out being in ,this film since I knew him per­
sonally," Young said. "Jesse would always walk me and 
a friend home from the library after dark. Jesse would 
always do whatever he could for you. He was a good 
socially minded person. 

"I knew Jesse after he won his Olyn;ipic medals ar.1 
unless you knew him, you wouldn't know he ·was a 
celebrity." 

Policemen cleared the street by 7 a.m. and guarded the 
entrance all day. Production assistants rushed around 
hushing the crowd and yelling orders at extras. 

Each scene was filmed anywhere from three to eight 
times before the directors were satisfied. 

Anxious camera buffs hovered nearby trying to get pic­
tures of the two celebrities, Dorrian Harewood (who will 
partray Owens) and George Kennedy (who will play 
Owens' high school track coach). 

Paramount Television has hired 21 Ohio residents for 
speaking roles and 400 for extra positions, said Sue Carr, 
communications specialist fo~ the Ohio Film Bureau. 

Movie filming alters south campus park,ing 
By Shawn Summers 
lantern staff writer i-?..3~'3 l-f 

Faculty members who usually park 
beside the Main Library and the 
Faculty Club will be walking a little 
further next week. 

Parking on 12th Avenue north of 
Neil A venue and parking on South 
Oval Drive will not be permitted Mon­
day and Tuesday .because of filming 
for "The Jesse Owens Story." 

Warning notices w-111 be placed on 

the windshields of cars parked in 
those areas today and Friday, said 
David Fillhart, business services of­
ficer for University Public Safety. 

Faculty members should park their 
cars in the 11th Avenue or the Ohio 
Union parking ramp, Fillhart said. 

Cars that are not moved by 6:30 
a.m. Monday will be towed, and 
owners will be fined $25, said Caleb 
Brunson, manager of traffic and 
parking. 

"Students can walk freely to and 

from classes. When filming begins -
usually (each shot) lasts only one­
and-a-half minutes - students will be 
momentarily · held back," Fillhart 
said. 

Paramount and university officials 
will control the crowd during filming, 
said William Wahl, coordinator of 
visitor information. 
. i;:nming will take place on the Oval, 
ms1de Pomerene Hall and near Mir­
ror Lake. 



flouse lands a role in TV film 
Steve Berry 
#t' Slaff R'"°''" 1_ -13-9-, ¥ 
Katherine Wooten didn't get. to watch 

; soap operas, but she '''asrl't co1nplain-
' ,. 
'felevision - the rf'.11 television, with 
the-flesh actors - had come lo pay a 
it. 
The cast and crew of ThC' Jf'ssc O\vens 
)ry descended on \Vooten's C:Jintonville 
11e 1-1onday to filln scenes for thC' n1ade­
-television movie. 
And while the cameras rolled, she and 
· husband, Glenn, sipped coffee in their 
:hen and stargazed thr{1ugh a door,vay. 
"It's like a dream," said Mrs. Wooten, 
"tt still doesn't seem like it really 

ipened." 

But Mrs. Wooten didn't take time to 
ch herself. She was loo excited about 
eting actors Dorian Ilare\vood, ,,·ho 
ys Owens, and George I\enncdy, \Vho 
ys Owens' high school track coach. 
"Here, have a seat in the rocking chair 

George Kennedy sat in," Mrs. Wooten said 
proudly to a visitor. 

The Woolens' brush with show biz be­
gan last month when their two-story white 
frame house caught the eye of Paramount 
Television producers. 

"They knocked on the door and said 
they \vere considering our house for the 
movie," Mrs. Wooten said. "They took a lot 
of pictures and said they liked our bay 
windows and the big double lot. 

"! said 'Oh, me. They'll go off and we'll 
never hear any n1ore about it.' " 

But a \veck later, the rnovic people \Vere 
back with the good news: The Woolens' 
family room had landed a role. 

Then, it \vas the scene designers' turn 
to transform the 1980s family room into a 
1960s living rootn for a scene involving 
0\vens' coach in his later years. 

The designers carted off the Wootens' 
furniture and put it in storage. Then, they 
hung drapes, curtains and pictures and 
moved in armchairs, a rocking chair, a rug 
and end tables. An ornate \vooden china 

1therine and Glenn Wooten in room redecorated for movie 

cabinet that belongs to the Woolens als• 
\vas used in the scene. 

No detail was overlooked: A book o 
matches was placed beside an ashtray; th• 
overstuffed chairs can1e complete \Viti 
\\'Orn spots on the arms; and although th1 
Woolens' television set was left in th• 
roon1, the Qubc control box \Vas quick!; 
hidden. 

While antique autos lined the stree 
outside for a 1930s scene, Kennedy - play 
ing the aging coach - paced the Woolens 
living room and practiced his lines for th1 
'GOs SCC\nP 

"Everyone \Vas so gracious," Mrs. \Voo· 
ten said. "The actors \\'ere just like one ol 
us. 

"In the 24 years \\•e'vc lived here, this i~ 
the most exciting thing that has hap· 
pened." 

And if George and Dorian.want to dro1 
by some other time, well, Mrs. Wooten wil 
be more than \villing to miss her soaI 
operas again. 



Staff er p~cked for mini-series 
ly Shawn Summers 
an tern staff writer 

Art Martin worked with Paramount 
'elevision for almost two months 
efore he was hired. 
Martin, assistant coordinator for 

1su Visitor Information, helped 
•aramount locate film sites on and off 
arnpus for the television mini-series 
The Jesse Owens Story." 
Saturday, he was notified he was 

icked to portray the minister who 
iarried Owens and his wife, Ruth. 
"I never went to the interviews. I 

ist mailed in my information sheet. 
: was a coincidence I was selected -
had no idea," said Martin, a middle­
ged man with wide, twinkling eyes 
nd a sliver of a gray mustache. 
"I was taking applications for the 
"" of the staff in the office down to 
1e Hyatt (where the production crew 
located). I passed Jody Hummer's 

'fice (local casting director) and so-
1eone yelled at me. 
"Jody and a couple of assistants 
1llowed me and said 1that's him.' 
hey said they wanted me for a part. 
"I guess I have the look they 
anted. I'm kind of graying," he said 
'he patted his short, peppered hair. 
Martin said he will appear in 

Art Martin 

several wedding scenes including 
when Owens and his wife pose for a 
newspaper photograph and when the 
wedding party poses for a family pic­
ture. 

"I might be called !Jack (to do more 
scenes). I have pretty good rapport 
with the staff - I work with them 
already on a day-to-day basis," he 
said, grinning. 

"People have been teasing me, say­
ing I'm a celebrity. Bill (Wahl, coor­
dinator for visitor information) and 
my secretary have been bowing to me 
and really rubbing it in," Martin said. 

Dee Sprouse, secretary for visitor 
information, said the office is very ex­
cited Martin is in the film. 

"He's a very religious person - he 
looks like a minister .so it (the role) 
isn't just a part for him," Sprouse 
said. 

Martin said he has been on televi­
sion before but is still excited to be in­
volved with the Owens film. 

"I had no idea so much was involv­
ed With making a movie - it's an ex­
citing and educational experience," 
he said. 

Martin said he worked with Owens' 
family last year when OSU dedicated 
the Jesse Owens Plaza and track at 
the Ohio Stadium. 

Today, he has the day off so he can 
shoot the wedding scenes. Next week, 
he will continue working with Para­
mount as a liaison between the 
university and the film company. 
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'Jesse Owens Story~L Honest eortraY._al -
"I think that for some years, every- good human being," Gast said of Owens. 

body's been talking about doing the life of "He truly believed in the old-fashioned vir­
Jesse Owens," says Harold Gast, "but noth- tues." God, fan1ily and country. "All these 
ing got made." Gast is the producer-writer things we're supposed to believe in and not 
of "The Jesse Owens Story," a two-part everybody trufy docs." 

By DAVID DRAKE 
C·J Radio-TV Editor 

He was the son of an Alabama share­
- cropper who became a reco,rd-breaking 

track star and a hero. 

It's a life story that's a natural for the 
movies. 

miniseries filming here that will air in July Gast didn't know Owens, but he's done 
on Channel 6. lots of research. (,"You see that red note-

"He was a remarkably pure-minded, book sitting over there? That's just a frac-

ti on.") He went to Berlin, where, in the 1936 
Olympics, the pride of Ohio State won four 
gold medals. 

He went to Arizona, where Owens' wirJ­
ow lives, "in the house where they lived 
together." He went to Chicago lo talk to 
Owens' three daughters. 
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of a remarkable human being ________ _ 
One of them, Marlene (Ohio 

State's homecoming queen in 1960), 
suggested Dorian Harewood for the 
title part. 

"We had to have somebody who 
could do the events," said Gast. 
"He's a very fine actor. He just had 
everything and it's hard to find all of 
these qualities in one person." 

Harewood, who is from Dayton, 
was an athlete and honor student in 
school. He studied voice at the Uni­
versity of Cincinnati's Conservatory 
of ~1usic and will portray Nat King 
Cole in an upcoming project. He can 
be seen in "Roots: The Next Genera­
tions," which has been rerunning on 
Channel 34 Wednesdays. 

Debbi Morgan will portray O\v­
ens' wife, Ruth. George Kennedy 
plays his Cleveland high school 
coach. Ben Vereen was in town this 
-.•:eek. He bas a cameo part as a 
friend of Owens. 

Greg Morris portrays a fellow 
athlete and lifelong friend. Georg 
Slanford Brown is a fictional charac­
ter investigating Owens' whole life. 
''I don't ~·anl to go into any more 
detail," says Gast. But he says it is 
an important role. 

LcVar Burton is a fictional char­
acter at the 1966 Olympics. Owens 
was there. It was the time t\VO med­
al-winning black athletes from the 

United States raised their fists in 
defiance during the national anthem. 

Tom Bosley plays Jimmy Hoffa. 
Owens "got himself into some hot 
water," said Gast. 

Other well-known actors may be 
added to the cast for cameo parts. 

Owens' daughters will be por­
trayed in the story. Two of the ac­
tresses are from Cleveland, one is 
from Columbus. 

There are about 88 speaking 
parts-so far. 

Owens, who died in 1980, \Vill go 
from 17 to 55 in the movie. It will 
cover "the whole sweep of his life," 
Gast said. 

It will deal with Owen's fight to 
keep his dignity in the face of rac­
ism, his 50-year love affair with his 
childhood sweetheart, and his work 
with young Jl<'Ople. 

Films of the real Jesse Owens 
running and jumping, and of the real 
Adolf Hitler, from the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics will be included in the 
miniseries. 

A house on Blake A venue, in the 
vicinity of the OSU campus, 1Nill 
simulate the Owens' home in Cleve­
land. It has that "eastern look," said 
Gast, not found in Los Angeles. Be­
sides, when they try to shoot in L.A., 
they keep hitting palm trees. 

The film crew will be on the OSU 
campus next week. The last day of 
filming in Columbus will be March 8. 
"The city has been extremely good 
to us/' said Gast. 

After Columbus, it's Dallas and 
the Cotton Bowl, which resembles 

the stadium in Berlin. Then, back to 
L.A. About half of the miniseries will 
have been shot here. 

Gast will have devoted about a 
year to the project. He has been 
writing for TV for more than 20 
years. 

-.i 



.t'ilm att·empts to humanize Owens 

Jesse Owens 
ByJeffB-;,~den #--~~-81 
DiJrgfch T11levisi011 R•f'O"ler 

It has been almost 48 years 
since Jesse Owens won four gold 
medals at the 1936 Olympic 
Games in Berlin, but his story 
remains largely untold. 

Americans are aware of his 
celebrity as a great black athlete 
at a time when blacks remained 
outside the mainstream of socie­
ty. The history books note the 
records he shattered or tied in 
the 100-meter run, the 200-meter 
run, the running broad jump and 
the 400-meter relay race. 

But what about the man? 
Harold Gast, the producer 

and v.·riter of The Jesse O\vens 
Story, wants the made-for-tele­
vision movie being filmed here 
to show Owens "as a human 
being, not just a figurehead." 

Filming will continue in Co­
lumbus through .March 9 with 
Dorian Harewood in the title 
role. Other members of the cast 
include Ben Vereen, George Ken­
nedy, LeVar Burton, Tom Bos­
~y, Debbi Morgan and Georg 

Dispatch file photos. 
Dorian Harewood · 

THE CAST AND CREW will 
then move to Dallas, where the 
Cotton Bowl will fill in for the 
Berlin stadium where Owens 
competed. After that, it is on to 
Los Angeles to edit and assem­
ble the.finished project for air­
ing this summer. 

The $4 million project is un­
usual because it is not_ being 
done for any of the commercial 
networks. Instead, Paramount 
Pictures is selling the film on its 
own, city by city. 

Even though it just began 
filming, The Jesse Owens Story 
has already been sold in 75 ci­
ties. WTVN-TV (Channel 6) has 
rights to the film here and will 
air it in July as a tie-in \vith the 
Summer Olympic Games in Los 
Angeles. 

There wouldn't be any 
project, however, if not for Gast 
and his research efforts. A vet­
eran screenwriter with dozens of 
prestigious credits to his name, 
Gast quickly found that there 
were few books on Owens' life. 
He traveled throughout Europe 

viewing friends, family and as­
sociates of Owens to flesh out 
details. 

"PARAMOUNT WANTED 
me to \\'rite a script last spring 
and I said I'd be interested, but 
they weren't firm. I went to Eu­
rope on vacation in July and got 
a call in August. They said to 
proceed," Gast said. 

He traveled to Munich, West 
Germany, and interviewed peo­
ple who were at the fateful 
Olympics. In Cologne, he spoke 
with the widow of the man who 
had run the Olympics in 1936. In 
the United States, he chatted 
with Owens' family members in 
Chicago and with Owens' widow, 
Ruth, in Phoenix, Ariz. 

Asked if there was a common 
trait cited by everyone he inter­
viewed, Gast replied, "They all 
mentioned the goodness of the 
man. He believed in good, he 
believed in God and he believed 
in America. He thought if you 
did your best, you'd be a win­
ner." 

O\vens was a\vare of the iro­
ny in his situation after \Vinning 

the gold medals - feted with 
ticker tape parades for a few 
days and then consigned to rid­
ing in the back of the bus again. 
"He was not unconscious of this, 
but he never became bitter," 
Gast said. 

The Jesse Owens Story will 
detail Owens' life "practically 
from birth" until about Hl70, 
Gast said. The film doesn't refer 
to Owens' death from lung can­
cer in 1980. 

THE FILM TRACES how 
Owens' sharecropper father 
moved the family from Alabama 

to Cleveland in search of' a better 
life. It looks at Owens' career in 
high school and later at Ohio 
State University. After the 
Olympics, Owens had a hard 
time supporting his family in a 
variety of jobs since the oppor­
tunity to cash in on Olympic 
fame was not open to him. 

Though the story is grounded 
in truth, Gast said viewers 
should remember that the 
project is still a docudrama, 

blending real events with fic­
tion.alized happenings. 

"I couldn't possibly know 
what Jesse said to his wife when 
he proposed to her, but that's in 
the film," he said. 

GAST'S CAREER in televi­
sion began in the so-called Gold­
en Years when many of the pro­
grams aired were done live. 
While he believes made-for-tele­
vision projects such as films and 
mini-series have improved since 

then, he dismisses most series as 
\Vorse than 30 years ago. 

The problem? Imitation. 
"The networks just want"to' 

duplicate, that's all they know," 
Gast said. "Someone has a hit so 
they imitate it. The secret would. 
be to diversify those controls,c 
like we're doing here (by makjng 
the film without a network affil­
iation). If you leave the contr61s 
in the hands of the creative peo­
ple, you have a c.hance." 



Owens story rolling Photo by Kevin Fitzsimons 

ACTORS AND TECHNICIANS PREPARE TO FILM a court scene in Pomerene Halt for Paramount's television movie, "The Jesse Owens 
Story." Dorian Harewood, standing left of the flag pole, will star as Jesse Owens. Paramount recruited extras for the movie in Columbus 
giving members of the University community chances to be stars. Among the recruits were Art Martin, administrative assistant in the Visitor 
Information Center, who is cast as the minister who marries Owens and his wife, and Mignonne Whitlow, secretary in the School of Natural 
Resources, who plays Owens' mother. The crew filmed on the Oval and in Pomerene Hall last week and is scheduled to return this week 
to film in the Ohio Stadium 



Germans honor Owe11s 
Eckard Lindemann, mayor of West Berlin, as­
sists the widow of Jesse Owens at Saturday 
ceremonies honoring the former· Ohio State 
athlete and winner of four gold medals in the 
1936 Olympic Games. Lindemann and Ruth Ow-

AP photo 

ens ai:e unveiling a sign along newly named 
"Jesse Owens Aile," a road near Berlin's Olym­
pic Stadium. A television movie about Owens' 
life is currently being made in Columbus and 
other U.S. cities. 



The Jesse Owens Story 
It was ligh ts, cameras, and action 

in the Alumni House Lounge Janu­
ary 11 when Ohio Governor Richard 
F. Celeste joined President Edward 
H . Jennings in weicomi ng Para­
mount Television officials to the 
campus and stat e. 

The focus of ac tivi ty was an an­
nouncement by the television execu­
tives that they had decided to shoot 
the vast majority of "The Jesse 
Owens Story" on location. The four­
hour, two-part mini -series being pro­
duced about one o f the University ' s 
most famous graduates currently is 
scheduled for ai ring in J uly, " in time 
for the Summer Olympics, " accord­
ing to Ci ndy Hauser, a spokesperson 
fo r Paramount Television in Los 
Angeles (CA) . 

T he television movie documents 
Owens' life, including his chi ldhood 
in Alabama , his track and field 
tri umphs at OSU , the 1936 Berli n 
O lympi cs where he won four gold 
medals , the racism he encountered 
aft er the Ol ymi)ics, and his founding 
of the ARCO J esse Owens Games for 
b lack youths . 

Its casting di rector is Ruben Can­
no n, who worked on the television 
serie s " Wind s o f War" and 
"Roots ." Its executive producer, 
Harve Bennett , and producer / writer, 
H arold Gast , both were associated 
with the Emm y Award-winning tele-
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vision mini-series, " A Woman Called 
Golda.'' 

Ohio had com peted with Canada 
a nd Chicago (IL) for filming loca­
t ions , with Paramount officials ulti ­
mately selecting the Buckeye State for 
its authenticity and because o f the 
good working rela tions that devel­
oped with state officials, the Gover­
nor said . 

In expressing his delight over that 
decision, Gov . Celeste recapped for 
both the reporters gathered and tele­
vision executives the pride fellow 
Ohioans share in the accompiish­
ments achieved by Owens: 

" As a n Ohioan, Jesse Owens 
symbolized the strength and determi­
nation of our state. This is an Ohio 
story that should be done in Ohio. 
'The Jesse Owens Story' will also 
mean jobs and a large economic in­
vestment in the Columbus area." 
Nikki Spretnak, manager of the O hio 
Film Bureau, estim ates the project 
will generate up to $1 million locally 
du ring production . 

Following Gov. Celeste to the 
microp hone, President J ennings 
reiterated the admiration University 
alumni and fr iends have for Owens: 
"We are , indeed, pleased that Para­
mount has chosen to film location 
scenes fo r 'The Jesse Owens Story' 
here, at his alma mater. J esse O wens' 
relationship with Ohio State was a 

close and Ii fe-long one." 
" His incredible achievements as an 

a thlete are well-known to all . He was 
called the 'Buckeye Bu llet' from the 
time he joined Ohio State's track 
team in 1933. And two of his many 
records in track and field events re­
main unbroken in the Big Ten Con­
ference today." 

After highlighting examples of 
Owens' long-standing relationship 
with the University (many of which 
are included in the sidebar on the 
opposite page), President Jennings 
finished by saying, "Ohio State is 
ext remely proud o f Jesse Owens and 
his long association with the Univer­
sity. We believe Jesse was proud of 
us, too." 

The OSU Alumni Association was 
represented at the ceremony by its 
president, George J . Caronis . Charles 
McMurray, who attended the Univer­
sity with Owens' o ldest da ughter 
Gloria, represented the family. 

"Cap"-ing the ceremony off, Dr. 
Jennings presen ted the Paramount 
officials with scarlet-and-gray stock ­
ing hats bearing the OSU logo. In 
spite of jokes made about the typical 
O hi o winter weather , everyone 
warmed to the thought o f future 
working relationships to be estab­
lished as television production per­
sonnel take thei r place on campus 
throughout the coming months. 
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Athlete, Humanitarian, Alumnus 
The following information is re­
printed from the October 4, 1980 
OSUIUCLA foorba// program. 

The seventh child of Henry and 
Emma Alexander Owens was named 
James Cleveland when he was born 
in Alabama in 1913. "J.C.," as he 
was called, was 9 when the sharecrop­
per family went north to Cleveland 
(OH), where his new schoolteacher 
gave him the name that was to be­
come known around the world. The 
teacher was told "J.C." when she 
asked his name to enter in her roll 
book, but she thought he had said 
"Jesse." And Jesse Owens was the 
name he used for the rest of his life. 

Owens had a sensational high 
school track career and was being 
sought by dozens of colleges by the 
time he reached his senior year. He 
chose Ohio State over all of them, 
even though OSU had no track schol­
arships to offer at the time. He sup­
ported himself and his young wife, 
Ruth, with a variety of jobs - as a 
night elevator operator and a waiter, 
by pumping gas and working in the 
library stacks, and through a stint as 
a page in the Ohio Statehouse, all of 
this in between practice and record 
setting on the field in intercollegiate 
competition 

Owens went to the 1936 Olympics, 
accompanied by his OSU track coach 
and friend Larry Snyder, as a repre­
sentative of the University, as well as 
the United States. After his trium­
phant return, Owens was invited to 
appear in Ohio Stadium once again, 
but for a football game rather than 
a track meet. During halftime cere­
monies of the 1936 OSU-Michigan 
game, he was presented \vith a silver 
serving set from the Alumni Associa­
tion to commemorate his Olympic 
victories. 

Athletes didn't return from the 
Olympics to lucrative advertising and 
product endorsement campaigns in 
those days, and Owens supported his 
young family with a variety of jobs. 
One was of special significance -
playground director in Cleveland. It 
was his first step into a lifetime of 

working with underprivileged youth, 
which he said gave him his greatest 
satisfaction. 

Later, after relocating to Chicago, 
he would spend five and a half years 
as sports specialist for the State of Ill­
inois Youth Commission and become 
a board member and director of Chi­
cago's Boy's Clubs. 

Owens was always willing to serve 
his country and during World War II 
he accepted a position as Director of 
Physical Fitness for Negroes in the 
Office of Civilian Defense. While 
Owens was stationed in Philadelphia, 
Princeton University artist Joe 
Brown had him pose for a sculpture, 
which Brown included in his art ex­
hibits for many years. In 1963, the 
OSU Alumni Club of Philadelphia 
(PA) purchased the bronze statute of 
Jesse the Runner and presented it to 
the University where it remains on 
permanent display in St. John Arena. 

In the I950s, Owens accepted com­
missions from the State Department 
and the President on two occasions. 
In 1955, named by the State Depart­
ment as America's "Ambassador of 
Sports,'' he spent two months tour­
ing India, Singapore, Malaysia, and 
the Philippines, meeting with govern­
ment and sports officials and as al­
ways, talking to underprivileged chil­
dren. In 1956, he was named the per­
sonal representative of President Eis­
enhower to the Olympic Games in 
Australia. His itinerary also included 
visits to schools and youth clubs. 

Owens traveled widely in his post­
Olympic days. He was an inspiring 
speaker and was sought after to ad­
dress youth groups, professional or­
ganizations, civic meetings, and 
sports banquets, PTAs, church or­
ganizations, brotherhood and black 
history programs, and high school 
and college commencements and 
ceremonies. 

He also was a public relations rep­
resentative and consultant to many 
corporations, including Atlantic 
Richfield, which still sponsors the an-· 
nual ARCO-Jesse Owens Games. 
Owens spearheaded the founding of 
the games in 1964, and over a million 
boys and girls aged 10-15 are reached 

and participate each year. 
A complete list of the many awards 

and honors presented to Jesse Owens 
by groups around the world would 
fill dozens of pages. An example of 
his international popularity comes 
from Africa, where the government 
of the Ivory Coast named the street 
on which the U.S. embassy is located 
"Rue Jesse Owens." Owens attended 
the dedication ceremony in 1971. 
While there, he also conferred with 
the Minister of Youth and Sports and 
met with the nation's top athletes, 
who considered Owens their greatest 
hero. 

His own nation awa~ded him its 
highest civilian honor, the Medal of 
Freedom, in ceremonies at the White 
House in 1976. President Ford pre­
sented the medal, with the 250-mem­
ber U.S. Montreal Olympic team in 
attendance. Owens was a director of 
the U.S. Olympic Committee. 

In February 1979, he returned to 
the White House, where President 
Carter presented him with the Living 
Legend Award. On that occasion, the 
President said, "A young man who 
possibly didn't even realize the superb 
nature of his own capabilities went to 
the Olympics and performed in a way 
that I don't believe has ever been 
equalled since . . . and since this 
superb achievement, he has con­
tinued in his own dedicated but mod-

(Continued on page 43) 
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Athlete, Humanitarian, Alumnus 

{Continued fro111 page I 1) 
est way to inspire others to reach for 
greatness.'' 

Jesse Owens died just over a year 
later, on March 31, 1980, and Presi­
dent Carter added his voice to the 
tributes that poured in from around 
the world: 

"Perhaps no athlete better symbol­
ized the human struggle against 
tyranny, poverty, and racial bigotry. 
His personal triumphs as a world­
class athlete and record holder were 
the prelude to a career devoted to 
helping others. His work with young 
athletes, as an unofficial ambassador 
overseas, and a spokesman for free­
dom are a rich legacy to his fellow 
Americans.'' 

.Jesse Owens has been called the 
greatest track ath,lete in history. Four 
of his Big Ten records still stand un­
broken in the conference; his last 
world record didn't fall until 1960-
a full 25 years after Owens' spectacu­
lar two years of sprinting, hurdling, 
and broad jumping in 1935 and 1936 
as an Ohio State University and U.S. 
Olympic track team member. 

Owens began setting records for 
his age group in junior high school 
and won three high school state 
championships while a member of 
the Cleveland East Technical High 
School track team. He set three Na­
tional Scholastic Records as a high 
school athlete. His time for the 100-
yard dash, 9.4 seconds, matched the 
existing world record and still stands 
unbeaten by high school runners. 

Owens continued to earn national 
attention from the moment he joined 
the track team at Ohio State as a 
freshman in 1933-34. Called "The 
Buckeye Bullet," he finished his col­
lege track career with a record of 
eight Big Ten and eight NCAA 
championships. But his greatest 
sports achievements came in a two­
year period after he spurted to inter­
national recognition with the "The 
Greatest Single Day Ever in Track 
History," as one sports magazine 
headlined it. 

In a 1935 Big Ten meet at Ann Ar-

bor (Ml), Owens set three world 
records and tied a fourth, a perform­
ance never again matched by a track 
athlete. His times in the 220-yard 
dash and 220-yard hurdles also were 
world record times for the same 
events at a 200-meter distance, which 
is about a yard shorter than 220 
yards. Under 1935 rules, credit for 
both event records was not allowed. 
Had he made those runs today, 
Owens would have been credited with 
records for both the 220-yard and 
200-meter times in both events, for a 
total of five new world records in a 
single meet. 

Owens was the man to beat when 
he went to the Olympic Games in 
Berlin in 1936. But no one could top 
him. He brought four gold medals 
home from those games. Owens also 
set Olympic records in three individ­
ual events and led the 400-meter relay 
team to a new world record. 

Owens at one time held five world 
records in officially sanctioned track 
and field events, and set several more 
for his indoor performances. His 
record events were the 60-yard dash 
(6.2 in 1934 and 6.1in1935), the 100-
yard dash (9.4 seconds), the 200-
meter dash (20. 7 seconds), the 220-
yard and 220-meter dashes (20.3 sec­
onds), the 220-yard and 220-meter 
low hurates (22.6 seconds}, the broad 
jump (25 '3 !!.i " in 1934 indoors, 
25 '9" in 1935 indoors, and 26 '8 !!.i " 
at Ann Arbor), and the 400-meter re­
lay (39.8 seconds). His broad jump 
at Ann Arbor remained the longest 
in the world until 1960; even his own 
winning Olympic jump the following 
year fell three inches short of that 
monumental leap. 

A 1950 Associated Press national 
poll selected Owens as the greatest 
track athlete of the first half of the 
20th century. As late as 1964, a sur­
vey by a national magazine of track 
and field coaches around the country 
singled out Owens as the best track 
athletein history. The National Col­
legiate Athletic Association presented 
him with its highest honor, the Theo­
dore Roosevelt Award, in 1974. That 

same year, Owens was inducted into 
the Track and Field Ha.JI of Fame. To 
this day, no athlete has emerged to 
challenge Jesse Owens' place in his­
tory as the greatest all-time performer 
the sport has ever seen. 

Jesse Owens remained close to 
Ohio State over the years, returning 
to his alma mater many times for spe­
cial ceremonies and to receive per­
sonal recognition. 

He was present when the Philadel­
phia Alumni Club donated the sculp­
ture of Jesse the Runner and he was 
present when the Jesse Owens Schol­
arship Fund was established atcere­
monies in 1950. The scholarship, 
donated by W.B. Calkins, class of 
'98, still provides financial assistance 
to Ohio State undergraduates. 

Students recognized him in 1956, 
when Owens was elected an honorary 
member of OSU's chapter of the Sen­
ior honor society Sphinx, and he re­
turned to campus for the ulinking" 
ceremony. 

One of Owens' best remembered 
visits to his alma mater came in 1960, 
when he was again center stage dur­
ing halftime of a football game. He 
and Mrs. Owens returned to see their 
daughter Marlene, then an OSU Sen­
ior, named Homecoming Queen. In 
an emotional ceremony, Owens per­
sonally presented the queen's trophy 
to his daughter. 

Owens served on the Alumni As­
sociation Board of Directors, and in 
1965 the association presented him 
with the Alumni Citizenship Award. 

In 1972, Ohio State awarded 
Owens an honorary Doctor of Ath­
letic Arts degree in recognition of his 
accomplishments as a world-re­
nowned athlete and his lifetime of 
humanitarian service. 

The Ohio Stadium track and the 
University Recreation Centers named 
for Owens were dedicated during 
halftime ceremonies of an October 
1980 football game made evident the 
University's pride and respect for 
Owens' achievements, as an alumnus, 
world-class athlete, and dedicated hu­
manitarian. 
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, medals at the 1936 Olympics. He won the 100 and 200 
meter dash, the long jump and anchored the winning 
400 meter refa team. 
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PREFACE 

By any measure, Jesse Owens is an i 
hero. His achievements as an athl1 

legendary. His tireless efforts in beha 
and his commitment to human unders 
betterment brought him wide acclain 

among the most illustrious son 
The Ohio State University. 

"Celebration for a Champion" and ti 
winning plaza on which it is located v 

a continuing reminder of the beliefs 
that guided the life of Jesse Owens. 1 

achieved and stood for, commemorate1 
University, will be an enduring insp 
future generations of Ohio State stu1 

thousands of visitors who come to ti 
each year. The Ohio State University • 
dedicate this memorial plaza and scu 

great American, Jesse Owen 

Edward H. Jennings, Preside 
The Ohio State University 



FOREWORD 

Jesse Owens, 1913-1980 



FOREWORD 

Jesse would be so proud of this sculpture 
commemorating his life and work. I am 

overwhelmed by the University's action, including me 
in all facets of the project, and its consistent request 

for my advice representing our family. 

I was greatly impressed by the dedication, 
compassion, and understanding of the artist, 

Curtis R. Patterson. The sculpture and plaza are 
indeed magnificent and truly reflect Jesse's 
contributions and legacy, not only to the 
University, but to the youth of the world. 

Ruth Owens 
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THE LIFE OF JESSE OWENS 

H e was born in Danville, Alabama, on 
September 12, 1913, one of nine children. 

In 1920 his father moved the family to Clevela ·· 
to improve their lot. Young Jesse went to scho 
in Cleveland and worked after school. 

Jesse Owens was, in his own words, a 
"skinny little kid." But with the guidance of his 
first track coach, he gained strength from 
running every day, before school. 

He always was the first to give credit to 
others for his achievements. "Nobody ever 
reaches the pinnacle of success unless he has 
somebody helping him along the way," he said. · 
"You don't do it alone." 

In junior high school, Jesse Owens achieve' 
his first athletic marks by setting national 
records in the high jump and broad jump. In 
high school, he continued to set records and 
achieve national recognition. 

As an Ohio State University student­
athlete, he won worldwide acclaim for his 
accomplishments in national and international 
competition. His hard work and dedication to 
his sport were unsurpassed. "Extra effort 
separates the winner from second place," he 
said. 

Jesse Owens set 11 world records in the 
dashes, hurdles, and broad jump. One of those 
records lasted 2 5 years; another, 40 years. In 
1950 he was voted "Athlete of the Half-Century" 
in an Associated Press Poll. The NCAA presented 
him with the prestigious Theodore Roosevelt 
Award in 1974. That same year he was one of 26 
original inductees into the United States Track 
and Field Hall of Fame, the only one of the 
group to be chosen unanimously. 



THE LIFE OF JESSE OWENS 

Jesse Owens' best-lmown 
thletic achievement was 
·inning four gold medals in 

frack and field at the 1936 
$?lympics in Berlin-the first 
!American ever to do so. While 
(his Olympic feats won him the 

.<::claim of his country and the 
orld, he said his greatest single 
ay as an athlete came a year 
arlier, as a member of Ohio 
fate's track team. At the 1935 
ig Ten track meet in Ann 
bor, Michigan, Jesse Owens­

·n less than one hour-broke 
ree world records and tied a 1936 Olympics 

ourth. The medals and records, 
owever, were not what he considered most 

@portant. "Sportsmanship itself is the ultimate 
ictory," he said. 

During his student days at The Ohio State 
piversity, Jesse Owens worked to support his 

ily and pay the cost of his education. He did 
•t have an athletic scholarship. Throughout 
pse years of struggle, he never lost sight of his 

.(_)als. "Everyone must have a goal or dream to 
~ive for," he explained. 

His guiding philosophy can be summed up 
ough his own words: 

ii\ Here are four things you must have in 
'der to achieve your goal: First is your 
~~ermination to be able to reach your dream. 
°pond, you have to have dedication. Then 
?;me self-discipline and sacrifice. And 

tty is the attitude with which you assume 
quest 

After working in ti 
effort during World W2 
Jesse Owens spent mai 
working with and for ) 
agencies. He was direc 
Chicago Boys Club anc 
served as sports speci< 
the Illinois Youth Com 
He spent countless ho 
many years in the serv 
youth throughout the 
States and much of tht 

His concern for y 
people was a guiding 1 
his life. "It behooves a 
God-given ability to st 
feet tall," he said. ''You 

know how many youngsters may be w: 
Jesse Owens received many hono 

only as a world-class athlete but also a: 
humanitarian. He was awarded an hon' 
doctorate by The Ohio State Universit: 
In 1976 President Ford presented him 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, this cc 
highest civilian honor. 

His response to worldwide honm 
acclaim was, typically; an expression c 
.to others. "I have always hoped to be : 
motivating force for good," said Jesse 
"because people have given me so mu 



JUROR'S STATEMENT 

Two primary criteria were assigned jurors 
in the selection of a sculpture for the Jesse 
Owens Plaza. The first was that the sculpture 
reflect the contributions and achievements of 
Mr. Owens. The second was that the sculpture 
be a significant work of art appropriate to 
the site. 

Mr. Patterson's sculpture magnificently 
achieves both criteria. It is monumental in scale 
and concept. The sculpture is a major 
contribution to art in public sites within the 
United States and a superb commemoration of 
the life of Mr. Owens. 

Robert]. Stull 
Juror 

jurors: 

David Black, Professor of Art 
The Ohio State University 

Eugene Friley, Professor Emeritus of Art 
The Ohio State University 

Robert]. Stull, Associate Dean 
College of the Arts 
The Ohio State University 

Budd Harris Bishop, Director 
Columbus Museum of Art 
Advisor to the Jury 



ABOUT THE SCULPTOR 

Sculptor and educator Curtis R. Patterson 
is a native of Louisiana. He holds a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree from Grambling State 
University and a Master of Fine Arts degree from 
Georgia State University. 

Mr. Patterson has served as chairperson of 
the sculpture department at the Atlanta College 
of Art since 1978. He has completed 
commissions for the cities of Atlanta and 
Shreveport, the Atlanta International Airport, 
and a variety of corporate clients. His work has 
been exhibited in New York and several 
southern cities including Atlanta. 

Curlis R. Pallerson al work 



SCULPTOR'S STATEMENT 

,. a Champion" 
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SCULPTOR'S STATEMENT 

Twelve feet high at its apex ... 35 feet 
across its base ... highly polished bronze 
gleaming in the sun, evoking the gold of 
Olympic achievement ... open pathways that 
invite the viewer into and through the work ... 
interior surfaces displaying notable quotations 
and a remarkable record-this is "Celebration 
for a Champion," a monumental sculpture 
commemorating the life and accomplishments 
of Jesse Owens. 

This work will help the viewer relate to 
Mr. Owens' accomplishments and their 

" continued importance in today's world. At the 
inception of this piece, much consideration was 

(given to the use of open space as an invitation 
.to the viewer to enter the sculpture as Jesse 
Owens entered the hearts of people. This open 
~pace is created by four pyramidal forms 
epresenting ascendancy and strength, 

emplifying Mr. Owens' life and character. 

The overall form of the work evok< 
idea of reaching upward to pinnacles oJ 
performance as Jesse Owens did both a 
and humanitarian. The four pyramidal f 
represent the four gold medals won by 
Owens during the 1936 Olympic Game 
four world records he set or tied as an 
State athlete during a single track and fi 
in 1935. 

On the north side of the sculpture 
stylized triangular piece suggests a huri 
of the track events in which Jesse Owe 
excelled. On the west side, the "lattice 
effect represents the struggles that wer 
his life in climbing to the heights of sue 
an athlete and world-renowned figure. 

Curtis R. Patterson 



FINAL STATEMENT 

It was my privilege to know Jesse Owens 
and his family for more than 30 years. The term 
"world-class" aptly describes not only his 
athletic triumphs but also his character. 

With all his fame, awards, and other 
successes, he did not for one moment lose the 
common touch. From his early days as a 
student-athlete until his untimely death, his keen 
interest in and strong affection for The Ohio 
State University remained constant. 

I am sure many thousands of students, 
faculty, graduates, and friends of this great 
University who visit the Jesse Owens Plaza 
and view "Celebration for a Champion" will be 
reminded that excellence is our goal. 

Jesse Owens often remarked, "We have 
social ills, but this is still the greatest country in 
the world." It was not always easy, but Jesse 
Owens brought the highest honor to his family, 
his University, and his country. 

Charles McMurray (B.S. '50) 
Member, Athletic Council 
The Ohio State University 





Owens:almost missed 
1936 Olympics 

y Rusty Wilson S'-Lt-Blf 
pecial \O the Lantern 

Jesse Owens almost at­
mdcd the University of 
lichigan instead of Ohio 
tate and, as a result, 
ecame embro1ied in a con~ 
·aversy that threatened his 
1ture amateur and Olym. 
ic e:areer. 
On May 25, 1935, Owens set 
ve world-records and tied 
nother in a span of one hour 
t the Big Ten Track and 
ield C!1ampionships at Ann 
rbor, Mich. 
By Sept. 3, 1935, Owens' 
mateur standing was being 
1vestigated by Ralph W. 
igler, a member of the 
hysical Education Depart-
1ent of the University of 
lichigan, according to 
xurnents preserved in the 
SU archives. 
Whea Owens was a high 
:hool senior known nation­
ide fnr bis athletic talents, 
1any colleges did not offer 
:holar.ships to athletes, 
;pecially to black athletes. 
Athletes were offered 
ark-study jobs to pay for 
ieir college education. 
)ffie of t.hese offers extend­
! beyond the athletes to in­
ude n:·.embers of their 
llililies. 
Owens' problems began 
ith his junior high school 
Jach,. Charles Riley,· who 
:>Wens credited with 
liscovering his athletic 
alents. 

Before Riley became a 
unior high coach, he was 
lismissed from the OSU 
:oaching staff and held a 
:reat amount of animosity 
award the university. 
When it was time for 

lwens to attend college, 
tiley told University of 
'1ichigan alumnus Floyd A. 
i.owe, a n1ember of the 
~eveland Board of Educa­
ton, that he would like 
twens to go to Michigan. 
After Rowe helped pay for 
trip to Ann Arbor by Riley 
nd Owens, Jesse told him 

that he wanted to enroll 
there and that he had 
already gotten a job. 

A few nights later, though, 
Owens stated on a Cleveland 
radio show that in order for 
him to go to school, his 
father, who had been 
unemployed for 18 months, 
needed to get a job. At the 
time, Jesse's part-time jobs 
helped support his family 
during the lean years of the 
Depression. 

Having heard this, Rowe 
worked with some Detroit 
alumni to secure Owens' 
father a $16-a-week job as 
caretaker in an apartment 
building. The elder Owens 
had never worked for more 
than $12 a week in his life. 

Owens' father turned 
down the offer. According to 
Rowe, Owens' father "was 
just plain and simple out­
and-out looking to sell Jesse 
to the highest bidder, and 
when I found this out I told 
them there would be no offer 
... from the University of 
Michigan.,, 

Hearing that Owens was 
no longer interested in 
Michigan, Dick Kroesen, a 
Cleveland sporting goods 
store owner, got Jesse a 
state job in Columbus. John 
L. Griffith of the University 
of Michigan claimed that 
Kroesen "hoped to get some 
Ohio State athletic goods 
busine...qg.'' 

Eventually Owens rose to 
the rank of temporary page 
in the Legislature. After 
Owens proved his athletic 
prowess at OSU, Grant 
Ward, a state legislator and 
former OSU intramural 
director and coach, in­
troduced a resolution to 
honor Owens' athletic ac­
complishments by making 
him a page with full pay. 

Rowe said Ward, who was 
actively pursuing the OSU 
athletic director's position 
then held by Dr. Lynn W. St. 
John, felt that if he could get 
Owens away from OSU and 
thus discredit St. John he 
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could easily acquire the 
athletic director's job. 

A few days after Owens 
started receiving his 
fulltlme pay, an undisclosed 
Columbus source informed 
Judge Mahoney, president 
of the Amateur Athletic 
Union, about Owens new 
found wealth. 

Owens, after being in­
vestigated by the Ohio AAU 
Eligibility Committee, was 
suspended from athletic 
competition for ninety days. 
Rowe, a member of the AAU 
committee wrote that "we 

... considered Owens to be 
a victim of circumstances 
and offended, rather than of­
fended against, any of the 
provisions of the AAU." 

tntimately, Owens went 
on to represent the United 
States in the 1936 Berlin 
Olympic Games. He won 
four gold medals and, along 
with his other black team­
mates, destroyed Hitler's 
myth of racial superiority 
by winning every flat race 
from the 100 through the 800 
meters. 



JESSE OWENS 

\Vhen athletic officials at The Ohio State University decided to host a quality invitational 
track meet in 1983, it was only fitting that the event be called the "Jesse Owens Track Classic," 
for Jesse Owens and Ohio State track are synonymous. 

O\vens attended Ohio State University and it was in Ohio Stadium that Owens developed and 
perfected a style and performance Jevel that was to win the acclaim of a national sports 
magazine as "The Top Track Athlete in the Last 50 Years" and to be called "The Champion of 
the Century'' by a national wire service. 

In 1983, a new Rekortan track in Ohio Stadium, made of the same materials as the Olympic 
track in Los Angeles, was named the "Jesse Owens Track," and the attractive, landscaped 
approach to the Stadium, was named the "Jesse Owens Plaza." 

In this, the second year for the Jesse Owens Track Classic, the order of events has been 
slightly modified, high school events have been dropped, but the same emphasis on quality 
reniains. No effort has been spared to bring the top track performers in the nation to compete in 
today's meet. 

Much has been \vritten and spoken about Owens. We would like to share some of the 
background and highlights of this superb athlete and remarkable human being. 

Born September 12, 1913 in Danville; Alabama, James Cleveland Owens was the seventh of 
nine children of Henry and Emma Owens. Life for the Owens family was a never-ending · 
struggle with poverty, and in 1922, at the suggestion of relatives, the Owens family relocated in 
Cleveland, Ohio, hoping to find more opportunity and a better life. 

It was in a Cleveland elementary school that a teacher misunderstood the initials "J.C." for 
Jesse, and accordingly entered the name Jesse Owens in her roll book. From that day on James 
Cleveland became "Jesse." 

His athletic career began in Cleveland when he was in junior high school. With no knowledge 
of starting techniques or jumping form, he set national junior high records in the high jump and 
the broad jump (now called long jump) events. At East Technical High School in Cleveland, 
Owens set scholastic world records in the 220 yard dash, in the broad jump and tied a third 
world mark in the 100 yard dash. 

Owens entered The Ohio State University in the fall ofl933. He was fortunate to have the late 
Larry Snyder as his coach. Snyder had been a track star in his undergraduate days at Ohio 
State, and was a keen student of proper techniques. Owens and Snyder were a perfect mix. 
Snyder with the knowledge and patience, O\vens with the seemingly limitless talent and 
burning desire to excel. 

The two worked long and hard on starting techniques. Snyder felt it was mandatory that 
Jesse improve in this area if he was to excel in short races, especially in indoor competition. 

Jesse mastered this quickly, for as a sophomore, he set world indoor marks in the 60 meter 
event with a time of :06.6 and in the 60 yard dash with a time of :06.1. 

As a sophomore, 0\vens scored an incredible 255 points for Ohio State, with 45 firsts, five 
second place finishes and four thirds. His \vorld record in the 60 yard dash \\'as March 9, 1935 at 
the Big Ten Indoor Championship Meet in Chicago. 

The best was yet to come. Jesse 0\vens achieved track immortality on that epoch day, May 25, 
1935, at The Big Ten Outdoor Championships at Ann Arbor, Michigan, when, within a two­
hour period, he set three world records and tied a fourth. All this, by a college sophomore, in a 
pressure situation, in one afternoon. No other track and field athlete in history had set three 
world marks and tied for a fourth in a single meet. 

Owens set a world record in the 220 yard dash with an incredible time of:20.2. He smashed the 
220 lo\v hurdle record with a time of :22:6 and his broad jump distanc~ of26' 81A'' stood for many 
years. His time of :09.4 in the 100 yard dash, tied the existing world mark. 

In 1936, as a junior at Ohio State, Jesse Owens was clearly the premier track athlete in the 
v.·orld. Never in track history has an athlete been so dominating. Owens competed in 42 events 
and \vas never beaten. He won four firsts in the Big Ten Championships Meet; four in the 
N.C.A.A.; two in the N.A.A.U. Championships; three in the Olympic Trials and three 
individuals firsts in the Olympic Games plus running on a winning U.S. relay team. His 
incredible performances, his flawless form and his humble, gracious manner made him one of 
the most popular and respected athletes of our time. 

\Vhat had been national recognition became worldwide acclaim as a result of the 1936 
Olympic Games. Germany hosted the event, and while a thin veneer of hospitality and 
friendliness was portrayed, in reality the setting was tense and grim. For Nazi Germany and its 
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recently elected Chancellor, Adolph Hitler, extolled the superiority of the Aryan race, and 
firmly believed the Olympic Games would offer convincing proof of this belief. 

Jesse Owens shattered this myth. His individual brillance and his warm, charming manner, 
completely dominated the 1936 Olympics. So convincing and so overv.•helming that a shocked 
and stunned Hitler, mysteriously left Berlin Stadium failing to congratulate Owens for his 
accomplishments. 

Reports vary as to why Hitler did not meet Owens. But one thing leaves no doubt, Hitler's boast of 
racial superiority went do\'ffi to ignom.inous defeat. 

Owens won four Gold Medals at the Berlin Olympics. He won the 100 meter dash, the 200 meter 
event, the broad jump and was an anchor man on the winning 400 meter U.S. relay team. His 
performance was unmatched in Olympic history. 

Owens becan1e the center of worldwide attention. He felt a deep personal responsibility to his 
country and to his sport. Demands for appearances became excessive and took a heavy toll on Owens 
and on his future. He was in constant demand for speeches, clinics, demonstrations, banquets, etc. 1\B 
a result, his health reflected the strain. He was unable to finish the final year of college and he was 
nearly broke. 

He gradually brought things into a proper perspective and pledged for the remainder of his 
life to help the less fortunate develop a meaningful purpose in life. He returned to Cleveland as u 
playground director working with underpriviledged youth. His \varmth, his concern and h:s 
sincere dedication made him an immediate success. 

During World War II, Owens accepted a position as Director of Physical Fitness in the Office of 
Civilian Defense. After relocating to Chicago, he spent six years as sports specialist for the Illinois 
State Youth Commission. He opened his own public relations and consulting firm in Chicago and 
was in heavy demand as a speaker. 

In 1955, Owens was assigned by the State Department as America's "Ambassador of Sports .. , 
He spent considerable time touring the world meeting with government and sports officials and 
selling the virtues of amateur sports programs. He was President Eisenhower's personal 
representative to the 1956 Olympic Games in Australia. Herc:; again, Owens insisted upon 
visiting schools and youth clans on behalf of amateur sports. 

In 1976, President Ford presented to Owens, The United States Medal of Freedom, the nation's 
highest civilian honor. A humble, deeply-moved Owens, trying to fight back tears of joy, gratefully 
accepted the Medal, in the presence of 250 members of the U.S. Olympic team that competed in 
Montreal along with many top d.ignataries of the U.S. government. In presenting the Medal, 
President Ford told Owens, "Your character, your achievement, always \vill be a source of 
inspiration.'' 

The toll of travel and the endless demands for his time proved costiy, and once again his health 
failed. Owens and his family moved to Phoenix, Arizona, hoping the sun and wannth would have a 
medicinal effect. His health showed some improvement and he again started a public relations 
business. 

Jesse and his devoted wife, Ruth have three daughters, Gloria, Beverly, and Marlene. Tu·o are 
graduates of Ohio State University. 

Marlene \Vas named Ohio State Homecoming Queen in 1960. The Owens family was present. 
Before a capacity crowd in Ohio Stadium, a proud, beaming Jesse Owens presented the homecoming 
crown to his daughter, Marlene, and told her over the stadium public address, "There is only one thing 
you must al\vays remember, this could only happen in America." He repeated many times that 
presenting the homecoming crown to his daughter in Ohio Stadium was one of the most touching 
experiences in his life. 

Honors continued to be bestowed upon Owens. They came from all over the world. In 1972, The 
Ohio State University conferred upon him an honorary Doctor of Athletic Arts Degree. This had 
special meaning to him because of his deep attachment to Ohio State University. 

He continued to serve amateur sports and the youth of the world till his death, March 31, 1980. 
Inscribed on the plaque of the Jesse Owens Track in Ohio Stadium are these words: 

James Cleveland (Jesse) Owens 1913-1980 
Ohio State University Track and Field Star 
Olympic Champion and Ambassador of Sports 
Humanitarian - Friend of Youth 

"As long as athletes compete in sports, or people strive for excellence in any undertaking, the life 
and accomplishments of Jesse Owens will remain an enduring inspiration." 
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The Ohio State University 

May 31, 1984 

Mr. Raimund Goerler 
University Archives 
2121 Tuttle Park Place 
Columbus, OH 43210 

Dear Raimund: 

College of Administrative 
Science 

1775 College Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

Phone 614 422-2181 

Here is the letter I talked to you about on the 
phone. 

Sincerely, 

'~rd--
Robert G. Kennedy 
Development Officer 

RGK:mjp 
Enclosure 



Mr. Robert G. Kennedy 
The Ohio State University 
Director, Annual Giving 
2400 Olentangy River Road 
Columbus, OH 43210 

Dear Sir: 

6510 Covington - Apt. 335 
Fort Wayne, IN 46804 
May 22, 1984 

Referring to our conversation of May 19th regarding Jesse Owens, 
here is the story I was referring to: ' . . 

The state used to have an indoctrination camp for selected freshmen 
just before they entered the university. The year that Jesse Owens entered it 
was held down in the Hocking valley at a camp, I believe, on Clear Creek. 
Another chap, A.L. Crockett, and I were talked into going as helpers in the 
kitchen as the enrollment was increasing, in fact to the extent that he and I 
were also upper class counselors, and placed in an emergency "cabin" set up in 
the main lodge, whereas everyone else was in cabins lined back up the hill. 

We were working in the kitchen from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. with a half 
hour or so between mea 1 s for counseling. Neecjl ess to say we were worn out. 

There was a tradition of sorts that on the last night the freshmen 
would "rebel" against the upperclassmen. Suffice it to say that this time it 
got way out of bound.s. . . 

By the time they came to get us (to throw in the lake or whatever), 
Al (who was next to the door) was sound asleep and snoring, and I was almost 
asleep. They tried some to wake him and couldn't. Needless to say I gave 
e'/ery' impiession of sour.d :sleep~ ; !t w~s Jesse ~ho said> "These t"ioys ar~ ~3!'rl 
workers. Let's not bother them1', and they dicjn't all nigtit. ' • 

! ' ' ' ' 

I don't know who was with him or who can confirm this, but I believe 
it should be in Jesse's story. Can you please pass it to someone who has the 
story on him. 

jkg;dk ;523S 
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'Jesse Owens Story' 
a winning TV tale 
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Paramount Television photos 

The ,Jesse Owens Story stars, top photo, Dorian Harewood as Owens and Debbi Morgan as 
Owens' wife, Ruth. The cast also includes, bottom photos from left, Georg Stanford Brown, 
LeVar Burton and ,James B. Sikking. 



By Jeff Borden 
J1.'.1pafch fefe..,iiion Reporler 

P ut simply, The Jesse Owens Story is a great 
tale, a thoroughly enjoyable dramatization 
of an American folk hero with all the 

classic clements: triumph, disappointment and 
redemption. 

Local interest in the syndicated, four-hour 
special, which airs tonight and Monday night, is 
especially keen because much of the movie was 
filmed in Columbus. The campus of Ohio State 
University is featured prominently, as are a num­
ber of Columbus neighborhoods, many of them 
substituting for Cleveland neighborhoods. 

Don't watch The Jesse Owens Story out of any 
sense of provincial pride, hO\\.·ever. Thi1s project, 
\vith this cast and production tenm, would be a 
v.·inner no 1natter \Vhere it was filmed. It's a class 
act from start to finish. 

Dorian I-Iare\vood is superb as O\vens. Lean 
and muscular, he is convincing as a healthy 
young athlete and natural competitor. More· im­
portant, he remains believable while Jesse ages 
almost 40 years through the film. 

HAREWOOD ENDOWS the character with a 
quiet dignity, an almost maddening tendency to 
avoid confrontation and controversy. Yet this 
quiet man holds our attention throughout. When 
Jesse finally gives vent to his emotions toward 
the end of the film, we feel his catharsis. 

Harold Gast's script doesn't deify Owens. It 
gives the man his due, on and off the field of 
athletic endeavors, but it also shows his faults, 
most notably his inability to say "no." The dia­
logue is crisp and clean, free of overly dramatic 
manipulation. 

Owens' exploits at the 1936 Olympics in· Ber­
lin, where he earned four gold medals, are well­
known. Other facets of his life, including his tax 
troubles, ideological clashes with black leaders 
and financial difficulties, ·are unknown to most. 
While Gast has admitted taking a few minor 
dramatic liberties, the story that unfolds is root­
ed in fact. 

As the film opens, Owens is standing before 
U.S. District Judge J. Sam Perry (Barry Corbin). 
Accused of failure to pay his income tax for four 
consecutive years, O\vens pleads no contest and 
faces a penalty of up to four years in prison and 
$40,000 in fines. Perry calls for a pre-sentencing 
investigation into Jesse's background. 

PROBATION OFFICER Lewis Gilbert 
(Georg Stanford Brown) gets the assignment. 
"It's my job to go back through your life and turn 
over every rock," Gilbert tells the former Olym­
pic star. 

Gilbert admits that he views Owens as a crook 
and an Uncle Tom, a black pawn of the white 
power structure who never worked hard enough 
for the civil rights movement. Owens refuses the 
chance to request another probation officer. He 
asks only that Gilbert do his best. 

Through Gilbert, we meet the people who 

knew Owens best. Their recollections form the 
backbone of the tale. 

First on the list is Charlie Riley (George 
Kennedy), the high school track coach who first 
sa\\' the in1mense potential in 0\vens. The young 
man quickly becomes the school's track star. 

AT AN important Midwest track meet, Owens 
auracts the attention of Larry Snyder, track and 
fwld coach at O.hio State. Owens is convinced that 
his poverty \~ill pr:event him from attending 
college, but Riley 1s determined to see that the 
young athlete is enrolled. There are no track 
scho1.3rsh1ps, but a sympathetic Snyder_ goaded 
by .Riley - helps Owens' father find work as a 
mamtenance man at OSU . 

. Thou.gh he juggles-a number of small jobs and 
his st~dies, Owens breaks three world records at 
~be Big Ten track and field championships while 
JUst a sophomore at OSU. He marries his high 
school ~we~theart, .Ruth (Debbi Morgan), before 
competmg ma nat10nal Amateur Athletic Union 
meet. · 

His p~rformance there brings greater nation­
al attention and a chance to compete in the so­
called "Nazi Olympics" in Berlin. 

Owens is a hero in Berlin, not just to Ameri­
cans but to the world. He wins. four gold medals, 
shatters records and effectively destroys the 
myth of Aryan, sul?remacy created by Adolf Hit­
ler. But Owens trmrnphs are short-lived. 

WHEN HE and. other American standouts are 
P.ut on a whirlwind tour of European competi­
tions .by the Ameri~an Olympic Committee, ex­
haust10n and homesickness take their toll. Owens 
leaves the tour and is shocked to learn that a 
veni;:eful Avery Brundage (James B. Sikking), 
president of the AOC, has suspended him. 

The suspension is never lifted. Jesse Owens 
the great~st athlete of his day, runs exhibitio~ 
races against horses and cars. 

Product endorsements, film roles and other 
offers made after the Olympics quickly evapo­
rate .. He scrapes up the money to care for his 
gro\v1ng family in whatever \vay he can et 
refuses. to complain about the indignities hea:ed 
upon him. 

O\~ens, now living in Chicago, loses a ood 
state _JOb when he speaks at a Teamsters u~ion 
funct10n at the request of labor leader Jimmy 
Hoffa (Torn Bosley). Owens agrees to make a 
speech only .after Hoffa promises to hire 25 
percent more black cab drivers and truck 'drivers, 



but critics charge that Owens was paid off. The 
scandal leads to his resignation.· 

WHEN A number of black American athletes 
demonstrate at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, 
Owens is sent by the American delegation to act 
as intermediary. A militant college professor 
named Preston (Le Var Burton) blasts Owens for 
being too quiet, for not going far enough in the 
fight against racial injustice. Owens is deeply 
hurt, but again, remains silent. 

As Gilbert sifts through the recollections of 
those who knew Owens best, he wonders if Owet1s 
is sincere in his beliefs of accommodation o'f' 
confrontation, or is he simply a pawn of a 
dominant white society? His report to Perry 
leads the judge to an interesting and satisfying 
conclusion. 

The Jesse Owens Story clarifies a number of 
minor myths and sets the record straight. It does 
so quietly, earnestly and compellingly - in a way 
that Owens probably would have admired. 
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