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Database Review:  CAB Direct 
 

 CAB Abstracts is a comprehensive agricultural and applied life sciences database, providing 
citations and abstracts to international literature in the fields of agriculture, forestry, human 
nutrition, veterinary medicine, and the environment.  Updated weekly, the database indexes 
journal articles, conference proceedings, books, book chapters, theses, and dissertations, in 
addition to annual reports, patents, and standards from 1910 to present.  As the online equivalent 
of Index Veterinarius and Veterinary Bulletin, more veterinary literature is indexed in this 
database than in any other source.  Complementary subject coverage includes animal breeding and 
genetics, animal nutrition, and aquaculture. 
 
ADVANCED SEARCH 
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 Enter a term or multiple 

terms, using the search 
connectors and, or, not, 
adj, with or near.  For 
example, enter: ((swine or 
pig*) not guinea).  If you 
don’t use connectors, and is 
implied. 

 Use a truncation symbol (*) 
to search for plurals (not 
recommended for cats). 

 Use a wildcard symbol (?) to 
substitute for one or more 
characters within a word.  
This is important when 
searching for terms with 
American and British spelling variants.  For example, enter:  feline and leuk?emia.  Results include 
citations with the spelling variants for leukemia and leukaemia.   

 Search All Fields or use the All Fields pull-down menus to limit your search to a specific field (including 
Article Title, Author Name, Geographical Location, and Subject Term). 

 Search for your terms in the CAB Thesaurus by clicking the Thesaurus tab at the top of the page.  Use 
this feature to identify broader and narrower subject terms to refine your search.  The CAB Thesaurus 
will help you to identify British and American Spelling Variants. 

 Limit your search to a specific publication year, document type or language. 

 Click on the Help tab at the top of the page for quick pointers to help improve your search. 



RESULTS 
 

 To view a complete article 
abstract, click on the article 
title or click “View Abstract”. 

 To select article abstracts to 
email to yourself, or export to 
reference management 
software, place a  in the box. 

 To export citations to 
, a software utility 

that allows you to format 
bibliographies and manuscripts 
in seconds, click “Download 
Selected Citations”.  Save the 
file to your desktop, and then 
import from RefWorks.  For 
more information on RefWorks 
and to sign up for a RefWorks 
account, go to http://library.osu.edu/help/RefWorks/.  For detailed instructions on how to export 
records to Endnote, ProCite, or Reference Manager software, see http://library.osu.edu/help/faq.php.  

 You can refine your search results by topic, author, journal name, publication year, geographic location, 
and more. 

 
ACCESSING ARTICLES 

 To locate the full text of an article, click the  icon when it’s available.  This will take 
you directly to a PDF of any content that CAB makes available. 

 To obtain the full text of documents 
when a direct link is not available, click 

the  icon.  This will o
up a new tab or window with a link to
the full text if the OSU Libraries have a 
subscription, and will provide 
information about the Libraries’ print 
holdings.  If the OSU Libraries do not 
have electronic access to the 
document, you will see a link to re
a copy via interlibrary loan.   
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