Special Collections and OSU’s Academic Plan:
Highlights from 2001

This report addresses one question: 1n 2001, how did the specid collections of
The Ohio State University Libraries and Hedlth Sciences Library contribute to the
university’ sgod of becoming “one of the world's greet public research and teaching
univerdties,” as stated in the Academic Plan (October 2000)? Even as the Academic Plan
“istheinitial roadmap for the journey to academic excelence’ it isthe roadmap for this
report. The Academic Plan names Six generd drategies and fourteen supporting
initiatives. Accordingly, this document lists each of the strategies of the Academic Plan
and gates how the functions or genera activities of the specid collections carry out the
generd drategy. Findly, the report cites specific actions during 2001 within the Strategy.
Included are highlights only; a comprehensive list would lengthen this report
consderably.

Within the OSU Libraries, specid collections are the Cartoon Research Library
(CGA), the Hilandar Research Library (HIL), OSU Archives, the Polar Archival
Program, Rare Books and Manuscripts/ Charvat Collection of American Fiction (RARE),
and the Thestre Research Ingtitute Library (TRI).> The Medica Heritage Center (MHC)
is part of the Health Sciences Library, but the curator meets and works closdy with the
faculty and staff respongible for specid collectionsin the OSU Libraries.

Strategy: Build a World Class Faculty

8 Recruiting. Research materiasthat are rare or unique and of
extraordinary quality have been used in the search processes during the
past year. In 2001:

0 Progpective faculty in History, English, Theetre, Spanish and
Portuguese, Savic, and Medieval Studies and hedlth professionas
have toured HIL, MHC, RARE, and TRI respectively.

§ Exhibiting. Loaning research materiasfor nationa and international
exhibition serves to promote the University as a center of world class
scholarship. In 2001

0 TRI loaned materidsfor exhibition to the Museum of the City of
New York.

0 RARE provided itemsfor the Biliotheque Nationale in France and
for the Newseum, an interactive museum on the World Wide Web.

0 CGA responded to requests for its Calvin and Hobbes exhibit
from France and Portugal and contributed to exhibits a the
Cartoon Art Museum of San Francisco, the Minnesota Museum of

! The John Glenn Archives are part of the special collections also. However, the papers of John Glenn, the
core collection, are not yet available fully for use and for that reason have not been included in this report.
Rare Books and Manuscripts and the Charvat Collection of American Fiction are presented as RARE
because they share the same staff at thistime.



American Art, the Charles M. Schulz traveling exhibit and for an
exhibit concerning Arnold Roth at the Univergity of the Artsin
Philadelphia; in addition CGA organized an exhibit and gave a
lecture a the Columbus Parks and Recreation Department Cultural
Arts Center.

0 TRI loaned materidsfor an exhibition concerning Guys and Dolls
at the Museum of the City of New Y ork and scene designs for the
San Francisco Performing Arts Library.

0 MHC provided information for two PBS documentaries (Chicago
and Indiana) the Nationd Indtitute of Hedlth, and aresearch from
Germany interested in homeopathy resources.

0 Polar Archives shared itemsfor the “Echoesin the lce” exhibit
now touring & the Natural Resources Canada.

§ Research use. Specid Collections are part of agloba community of
scholarship in that researchers from al parts of the United States and
many different countries used specid collections a The Ohio State
University Librarieslast year. In 2001

0 OSU Archives provided documentation and information for a
German dictionary of scientists and for abook about Jesse Owens
by aBritish press.

0 RARE wasadedtination point for an NEH seminar sponsored by
the English Department (Foxe' s Book of Martyr’s Conference) and
the Spanish and Portuguese Department (Spanish Golden Age
Conference) and for an Irish Drama Conference by the Department
of Thestre.

o Polar Archivesisworking with producersin Norway and in
Audrdiafor documentaries concerning polar explorersin its
collections.

0 HIL hosted the 2001 Medievd Slavic summer Ingtitute which
included participants from England and Spain. One scholar from
the Netherlands observed “ Nowhere in the world can one gain such
aconcrete view of the culturd and intellectud unity of Savia
Orthodoxa as here, near the banks of the Olentangy River.”

0 CGA wasthe degtination place for aresearcher from Canada, who
gpent afull month studying American cartoonists and their views
of Canada.in the late 19" Century; CGA’s International Cartoon
Fedtivd drew registrants from five different foreign countries.



Strategy: Develop Academic Programs that Define Ohio State as the Nation’s Leading
Public Land-Grant University.

§ Collections. Inresearch libraries, proof of nationd and internationd
dature is not only research use but the continued acquisition of rare and
unique materias of prominent research value. In 2001:

o0 TRI acquired the Bebe Miller Collection which documents the
nationaly known choreographer of modern dance, the Daphne
Dare Collection of origind costume and scene designs, including
for the Stratford (Ontario) Shakespeare Festival, the West End
London) productions, Broadway productions and many British
televison shows and films,

0 Polar Archives received the records of the Council of Managers of
Nationd Antarctic Programs.

0 CGA attracted Sgnificant numbers of origind worksin the
collections of Lynda Barry, Morrie Brickman, Kate Sdley Pamer,
in addition of more than a thousand volumes of Chinese
trandations of Japanese manga.

0 RARE acquired the Tess Galagher and Raymond Carver
collections, more Samuel Beckett manuscripts, and another
ingdlment of the William T. VVallman Collection.

0 HIL recaved ten collections of Savic manuscripts on microfiche
from Moscow State University, totaling 385,000 pages.

0 MHC hired aproject archivist to make available the Myers Nuclear
Medicine Archives, which in the words of one researcher is“the
largest single collection of historica nuclear medicine collections
inthe world.”

§ Recognition from national agencies and foundations. In 2001:

o Curatorsfrom TRI, Rare, and University Archives served as
reviewers and pandligts for the Nationa Endowment for the
Humanities and the Nationad Historic Publications and Records
Commission.

0 CGA curator served on the Pulitzer Prize Committee in editoria
cartooning.

0 TRI curator isaboard member of the nationd Dance Heritage
Caodition

o Polar received an unrestricted grant ($18,000) from the Lincoln
Ellswvorth Foundation.

§ Participation with units that have received Selective Investment Awards
because of their national prominence. In 2001:

0 CGA and History Department agreed to co-host a Thomas Nast
symposium in Dec. 2002.

0 RARE hoged classesin History and in English which fegtured the
use of collectionsin Rare and the curator taught “Rare Books
Librarianship (Kent State L SCI 60665).



Strategy: Enhance the Quality of the Teaching and Learning Environment

§ Classroominstruction by curatorsin 2001:
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CGA curator taught JCOM 648.01 and was a guest lecturer for
English 294 and Kent State L SCI 60652

HIL curator had respongbility for Savic 792 “Practicd Savic
Pdeography, lectured in Classics 800, Comparative Studies 245,
and Serbo- Croation 103, had served on two dissertation
committees in the Savic Department.

TRI curator taught Thestre 801 and was involved with coursesin
acting, lighting design, and graduate methods as well as guest
lecturing in Kent State L SCI 60652.

RARE curator taught “Rare Book Librarianship” for Kent State
Universty provided guest lecturesin at least four OSU classes. In
addition, RARE hogted classes from the Departments of English,
Higtory, Fine Arts, German Language and Literature, Spanish and
Portuguese, Greek and Latin, French and Itdian, Dance, and
Indudtrid Design.

OSU Archivigt was amember of ateam that organized and taught
“OSU Its Higtory and its World” (ASC 494) and archivists had
responsibility for Kent State L SCI 60652 (Introduction to Archival
Adminigration).

MHC curator taught and exhibited early medica diagnogtic tools
as pat of OSU's “Higtory of Medicine,” (Medica Mini-modulell
#661)

§ Non-classroom activities. Exhibits and specid events dso hdp to enrich
the quality of the teaching and learning environment. 1n 2001:
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Polar curator hosted a specid event at the Wexner Center “With
Byrd at the Movies.”

MHC held three endowed lectures that featured internationa and
local speakers of prominence and loaned materids for community
projects such asloca theatre groups.

CGA deveoped and hosted the Internationa Cartoon Festivd; in
addition the curator lectured in the Faculty Club Lunch and Learn
program; exhibits at CGA “Cavin and Hobbes,” “At the Moviesin
1951,” and Hal Fogter’s Prince Vdiant,” drew campus-wide as
well as nationd and internationa attention; and the curator

lectured for the 50" aumni reunion dass.

RARE has had aleadership role in the Aldus Society, acommunity
bibliographic society which indudes numerous OSU faculty; had
respongbility for amgor exhibit and lecture program concerning
William S. Burroughs, and a cooperative exhibition on caligraphy
with the Columbus College of Artsand Design;



0 OSU Archives provided exhibitsin the lobby of the Main Library
pertaining to the history of OSU and lectured for the OSU Alumni
Association 50" reunion.

0 Specid collections had responghility for the 1901 exhibit in Sills
Gdlery.

Strategy: Enhance and Better Serve the Student Body
§ 1n 2001, special collections found numerous ways of connecting to
students as individuals and as members of student organizations:

0 OSU Archives cooperated with Ohio Statersin developing the
Univergty Museum in Bricker Hall, asssted student organizations
in preserving their records by holding educational meetings, and
tours, exhibited during Welcome Week, and participated in
Homecoming with exhibits and a lecture.

0 RARE loaned photographic replicas of medieva manuscripts for
an exhibit & the Ohio Union.

0 HIL, RARE and TRI have been destination places for prospective
graduate sudentsin Savic, Thestre, History, and English
departments. Three students in Theetre credited their TRI visits as
the deciding factor in choosing graduate programs.

0 CGA had an exhihit, “Cavin and Hobbes’ as part of the Welcome
Week programming.

Strategy: Create a Diverse University Community

§ By means of public programs, by acquiring collections, and by making
available documentation of diversity, the special collections feature the
diversity that isour university and our culture. In 2001:

0 RARE began negotiations with the Ohio Latino Arts Association
to receive its records.

0 TRI crested an exhibition in Bricker Hal concerning “Porgy and
Bess’ inthelate oring and in the fal held readings from plays by
women playwrights. In addition, TRI commenced work for a
symposium on Africant American singer Ruby Elzy, an OSU
aumni, that was held in February 2002.

0 OSU Archives created and presented a dide show about the history
of diversity at OSU and worked closdy with an OSU graduate
student who is writing a thesis concerning the history of the Black
Studies department.



Strategy: Help Build Ohio’s Future
§ Serviceto the state of Ohio and contributions to its future occurred in
different ways. In 2001:
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CGA, TRI, RARE, and OSU Archives contributed digital images
to the Ohio Memory Project, a Web site that serves to document
the history of Ohio and will be used by teachersand K-12 students
aswdll as other researchers

OSU Archivigt served as one of the governor-appointed members
of the Ohio Historic Records Advisory Board and is a member of
the Ohio Electronic Records Committee.

CGA and TRI curators participated in the Popular Culture
committee for the Ohio Bicentennid Commission.

MHC curator participated on the Ohio Bicentennid Science
Committee as a representative for the various Hedlth Science
history collectionsin Ohio.

RARE was a destination place for groups from other Ohio
colleges, including Heidd berg, Wittenberg, and Otterbein and
works closely with Thurber House in Columbus.

TRI hosted high school interns from the Columbus Alternative
High Schoal.



