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					Seeing National Guard vehicles riding around the Oval was scary as they were carrying guns. After Kent State, no one was sure if guns were loaded, and if so, with what. [read more]  –Anonymous Student



Demand for change leads to unrest 





[image: Student activists who were attempting to promote change within the University held many peaceful rallies, such as the one pictured above. However, as the weeks wore on, large and increasingly violent crowds of demonstrators became a threat to public safety and campus property. To prevent further disruption and violence, campus administrators decided to close the University in May 1970.]Peaceful campus rally (May 1970)


In May 1970, The Ohio State University shut its doors for nearly two weeks – the longest period the Columbus campus had ever been off-limits to students and staff. For much of that spring, large and sometimes unruly crowds had been demonstrating over a number of issues, ranging from the Vietnam War to racial and gender inequality. Various student groups had joined together to prompt the administration into taking action on certain demands related to these issues. As the spring quarter wore on, however, little progress had been made, and the number of demonstrators marching across campus rose. Clashes between protesters and police – and eventually the National Guard – grew more heated.

After four students were killed during a May 4 demonstration at Kent State University, OSU administrators decided to prevent a similar scenario by clearing out the campus. The University officially closed on May 7 and reopened May 19, less than a month before finals week. For the most part, the strategy worked: After the campus reopened, there were fewer demonstrators, and the rallies were less contentious. Meanwhile, the talks between student and administrators resumed, with progress eventually made on a number of the students’ demands.

In the end, the physical effects of the demonstrations – injuries to participants or bystanders, destruction to campus property – were temporary, but the cultural impact on the University from that spring of dissent was far reaching and still resonates today.
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This digital exhibit is part of the The Ohio State University Archives.

Please email us at archives@osu.edu or give us a call at (614)-292-2409.



		


		
	


	
	



 
								
	
		
		
		
			 
				
						
				
				
					
			
						Conditions of Use
			The materials on this Website have been made available for use in research, teaching and private study. For these purposes, you may reproduce (print, make photocopies, or download) materials from this site without further permission on the condition that you provide the following attribution of the source on all copies: https://go.osu.edu/dissent. For any other use, please contact archives@osu.edu. All terms of use must be observed.
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