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Fathers will and nothing more, no tedious recording filling this
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them, no entry of his death and burial because he had outlived
his white half-brothers and the books which McCaslin kept did
not include obituaries: just Fathers will...(“The Bear”, p. 205).4
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he knew he would find, only this was still not it because he
already knew this:

Tomasina called Tomy Daughter of Thucydus @ Eunice Born
1810 dide in Child bed June 1833 and Burd. YT stars fell (p. 205)
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Nor the next:

Turl Son of Thucydus @ Eunice Tomy born Jun 1833 yr stars
fell (p. 205.)
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...and he had seen that too: old Carothers' bold cramped hand far
less legible than his sons' even and not much better in spelling,

who while capitalizing almost every noun and verb, made no
effort to punctuate or construct whatever (p. 205)
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... the worn and ravaged face... looking at him and trying to tell
him until McCaslin... cut the cord... and brought the parcel to
the bed, the eyes still trying to tell him even when he took the
parcel so that was still not it, the hands still clinging to the parcel

even while relinquishing it, the eyes more urgent than ever
trying to tell him but they never did (p. 233)
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'Go back North. Marry: a man in your own race. That's the only

salvation for you — for a while yet, maybe a long while yet. We
will have to wait.' (p. 274)
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