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11-19-'27 
Spring Quarters to the Autumn and Winter Quarters for the year 
1927-1928. -

That the teaching schedule of A. P. Weiss, Professor of Psy­
chology, be changed from the 1st term Summer Quarter, Autumn and 
Spring to the Summer, Autumn and Spring Quarters for the year 
1927-1928. 

That the teaching schedule of Eunice Ryan, Instructor in H ome 
Economics, be changed from the Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring 
Quarters to the 1st term Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring Quar­
ters for the year 1927-1928. 

I report the death of Dr. Joseph W. Leist, College of Medicine, 
which occurred on July 24, 1927, and recommend that in accordance 
with the usual custom the salary instalhnents ~or the months of 
August and September be paid to the estate of the late Dr. Leis t. 

That One Thousand Dollars ($1000.00) be appropriated for the 
third Veterinary Conference to be held at the University under the 
auspices of the College of Veterinary Medicine in March, 1928. 

That upon the recommendation of E. B. Bryan, President, Pro­
fessor Edwin W. Chubb be designated as the representat ive of Ohio 
Univer sity for a term of three years upon the Graduate Council of 
the Ohio State University. 

That upon the recommendation of Edgar Ewing Brandon, Acting 
President, Professor Charles H. Handschin be designated as the rep­
resentative of 1\Iiami University for a term of three years upon the 
Graduate Council of the Ohio State University. 

That the University become a subscriber to the Educational 
Research Service at Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) per year . 

That the University take membership in the American Associa­
tion of College News Bureaus, the annual fcc being Five Dollars 
($5.00). 

That the University take membership in the Department of Ele­
mentary School Principals, the annual fee being Three dollars ($3.00). 

That the University take membership in the National Society for 
study of Education, the annual fee being S2.50 . . 

• * 
The Secretary read the report from the Advisory Architect, 1\Ir. 

I-I. J. Will iams, under date of November 15, 1927. This report covered 
an examination of the Twelfth Avenue Roadway, area for Botanicnl 
Gardens, Campus walks, Brownin]; Am~hithcatre.. the new Chemistry 
Building, the Power House, and t e 10 7 class memorial. Upon mo­
tion, this report was ordered filed. 

:jl: ,, 
* 

The Architect pre!'ented the completed plans, specifications, c~ti­
maLes and bill of materials for the south portion of the Chemistry 
Building and for the add ition to the Power House. After considera­
tion of the plans, it was ordered that a written report be sent to the 
Board on each of these plans by the Advisory Architect, the Univers ity 
Architect and the heads of departments which will occupy the bui ld­
ings. The Secretary was instructed to inform all parties interested 
that it is the desire of the Board that these reports shall l>e complete 
and cover any deficiencies in the plans, as well as the approval of the 
plans. 

Upon motion, it was ordered that th:s sa:ne rule be applied here­
after to all future plans for new buildings. 

• * * * * l!c 
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1 Amphitheatre l_d~e 
Enthusiasm Buzlt:':'Nllt~ 

"It adds a precious seeing to' 
'l1e eye." - William Shakes-
L . " 

peare. "Love's La~or Lost, 
Act. IV lD-i?, -1.7 

By STUART MECK 
Campu:~ Life Editor 

About the only show ap-! 
pearing at the Browning Am·' 
phi theatre in M1rror Lake· 
llollow now is the spoonmg 1 

couples who congregate there 
on warm nights. 

Since July 30, 1964, when 
a groun of high school stu­
dents gave a production of 
the classic G reek tragedy,, 
"Antigone," the theatre has I 
been in dramatic disuse, save 
for h i g h school commence­
ments and University honor­
ary initiations. 

There are Jess sentimental, 
but better-equiped places to 
produce plays and musicals, 
places like Mershon Audrtor­
ium Derby Hall and the 
cru~bling University Hall 

Chapel where rain is not a 
factor determining if "the 
show goes on." 

Once. however, you could 
r..:ount on a Shakespearean 
comedv in the open air the· 
atre eVery spring, gi~en b~ 
the Browning Dramatic Soci­
ety, the group responsible f?r 
its construction m the mid· 
1920's. 

The Society's history went 
back to 1882 when it w a s 
originally founded as a lite_r­
ary society for women. But m 
1905 the Browning Literary 
Society, always to be an all­
women organization, became 
a dramatic society and began 
producing William Shakes­

' peare's plays. 
"The one play a year was 

aiven the Friday or Saturday 
~ight before commen_cement 
or the w e e k of commence­
ment " said Mrs. Elsie Coates 
Kittl~, a Columbus resident 
and OSU graduate, who 
coached t h e Society as "a 
labor of Jove" from 1921 to 
its demise. 

"The all-women cast dress­
ed in Pomerene !! a 11 and. , 
carrying torches. paraded I 
down Neil Avenue and rnto 

the Hollow around !he Sprir;rg 
Path on the. north Side of Mlr· 
ror Lake," she said. 

"For a number of years, 
the play was produced in the 
same place the Amphitheatre 
is now, only circus seats were 
used·.~~ . 

But the Browmng mem­
bers decided, c i r c u s seats 
were not enough. They want­
ed a Greek amphitheatre. 

In February 1923, fervor 
for the open air t h ~at r e 
reached a high . pomt, a 
Brewing rally was held and 
definite plans for a campaign\ 
were laid. . ! 

With an enthusiasm mcom· \ 
prehensible to a student on' 
today's campus, student, 

alumni and alumnae groups 
pushed for the theatre's con­
;truction. 

"This is primarily the girls' 
I addition to the campus - a 

real sylvan theatre/' wrote 
Laura Thomas Walradt, M.A. 
'08, in the July 1923 issue of 
the Ohio State University 
Monthly. "Can you see it? -
a grass stage surrounded by 
evergreens a n d flowering 
shrubs, flooded w i t h light 
from unseen sources ... it 
will be perfect. It will be a 
gem. It will be one of the 
places that you will want to 
show the University's visi· 
tors. 

"It will be charming as the 
Stadium is magniticent. Think 
1! the Stadium built primari I 
ly for the boys. It seats its 
thousands and thousands. 1 

Well, here is a little theatre 
that the g i r 1 s want. It will, 
seat hundreds. Who will help 
them . b u i 1 d this beautiful 
thing for the University?" 

The proceedings of the Ohio 
State University Board of 
Trustees for February 5, 1924 
read: 

"The Secretary presented 
sketches of a proposed the­
atre for the Browning Society 
to be located in t h e Hollow 
east of the Spring and the re-

quest of the Society that such 
a theatre be approved, and 
the Browning Society be au­
thorized to solicit funds for 
its construction." 

Permission was granted. 
By March 1924, the fund 

drive for the Amphitheatre 
was going strong. The $25,000 
needed for its construction 
was eventually collected from 
play profits, nlumni and alum­
nae contributions and gifts 

Donors of more than $100 
to the building fund had their 
names cut into the stone seats 
in the first few rows, accord­
ing to Mrs. Kittle. 

That night the members of 
the Browning Dramatic Soci­
ety, undergraduate and alum-\ 
nae, performed "Midsummer· 
Night's Dream." 

The Browning Society con­
tinued until 1956 when its 
president announced that it 
would become a Shakespeare 

. from various campus organi- 1 study group, and the annual 
: zations · I play was abandoned. Shortly 

T h e theatre, designed by after it faded away due to 
Professor Herbert Baumer, of lack of interest. 
the Unive;sity Architect's of- I' But t h c Amphitheatre it 
fice, rs drvrded 1 n to three burlt rs lymg fallow rn Mrrror 
parts: the stage; the parterre ! Lake Hollow, waiting for a 
or orchestra circle and the . play. 
the bowl-like amphitheatre or 

... seating section. 
The stage is. raised a few 

feet f r o m the ground and 
across the front is a wide con­
crete wall which ends at each 
side in a stairway leading 
from the stage to the parter­
re, which is flanked by two 
great urns. 

The upper portion of the 
parterre provides tl)e · main 
entrance to the seating sec­
tion. Branching off it are 
two aisles which pierce the 
rising rows of stone seats 
and travel up toward the bal-
ustrade which rims the the-
atre. 

The Amphitheatre was ded­
icated on June 11, 1926. A 
steel box, containing the orig­
inal architect's plans, pictures 
of Browning members, t h e 
campaign material and news­
paper accounts of the prog-

1 

ress of the theatre, was bur­
ied in a marble column at the 
west end of the stage 

' 



LOVE'S LABOUR - Browning Amphi­

theatre, built by funds collected by 

·the now-defunct Browning Dramatic 

Society, stands in dramatic disuse. 
(Lnnll'rn Photo by Phillis <:oodman 
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ONE OF the reasons OSU's site was favored by the 

founders of nearly a centu ry ago was the presence of a 

great. natural ~pri ng once located at about the center of 

this sketch. Welling from a limestone grotto, the water 

was cold and pure. People came from long distances 

to fill jugs from its depths; some, it"s sa id , eve n bottled 

and sold it for its health-giving properties. 

When old U H all was being built , a dam was raised 

to impound the wa ter and thus M irro r Lake was created. 

The dammed water provided power used to cut stone for 

the new building-the first universi ty struc ture. When its 

work was done Mirror Lake remained as the scenic fea­

ture o f the big empty campus-in-a-cornfield . Once m uch 

larger than now, it contained a couple of tiny islets reached 

from the shore via rust ic bridges. From earliest days it 

was a favorite haunt fo r lovers- and miscreants. The 

latter indulged in the sport of dunkiPg miscellaneous 

deb ris, as well as each other, in its murky deplhs. 

D uring the 1920s the faithful spring qu it flo wing. As 

a wbsti tute a we ll was drilled. It su pplied abundant water 

that smelled strongly of s ulphu r-to the dismay of campus 

romantics. In 1935 WPA workers drained the lake, lined 

Lake and Library 

its s hores v. ith stone and its bottom with brick to simplify 

annua l cleaning. 

High above the lake is the Main Library, focal point 

of the campus. The original library, a most meager col­

lectio n of books. was housed in U Hall and open for 

business on ly one hour a week. In I893 its 2000 boo ks 

were moved to Orton H all and placed in the charge of 

Olive Branch Jones, f irst full-time librarian. In 1914 it 

was moved to its own building. Two large wings and the 

cent ral tower were completed in 195I a t a cost of $2 !h 
million-more than seven times the cost of the original 

buildi ng. Today the library contains more than I ,800,000 

books, making it one of the la rgest at any U.S. university. 

Its staff numbers near ly 500 libraria ns, clerks and student 

assistants. 

M y point of view was the open-air theater of the 

now defunct Browning Dram atic Soc1cty. Built in 1926 

and patterned after a Greek amphithea ter, it utilizes one 

of the steep banks above the lake. Its rows o f stone sea ts 

ov;.-r look a grassy "stage .. where the society once pre­

sented an annua l dramatic production. Immediately above, 

in the loges so to speak, is the univer5i ty president's home. 



Theatre history recalled 
By Randy McEndree Browning Ladies to perform 

'V -9 :-1 b Shakespearean plays was 
ter seats. 

Ground was broken in 1923 
and the amphitheatre was 
completed June 11, 1926. "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream" 
was performed, 

Robe,rt Lazarus, Laura developed in 1915. The 
Connell, Wilber Siebert, ladies sponsored dances, 
Cyrus W. ·sears; The College flower sales and several 
Womans Club and the OSU other activities to raise 
Alumnae Club are but a few money for the amphitheatre. 
people and organizations The estimated cost ini- THE PERFORMANCE was 
whose names are inscribed tially was $15,000 but later in honor of the founders and 
on the stone seats of the rose to the final sum of all who made the Browning 

..• ,,1;.\.tQlfring_~mpJ.!itheatre. $25,000. Dramatic Society's dream of 
Ull!vers1ty records show an open air amphitheatre 

the Mirror Lake site was cho- MANY LEADERS in busi- come true. 
sen because of its natural ne.ss, religion, education and · As years passed open air 
beauty by the women of the SCience donat~d money to Shakespearean plays, like 
Browning Dramatic Society, fund t~e amphitheatre. The the Browning Dramatic Soc­
originally called the Young B_r~wnmg Soc1ety made pro- iety itse.Jf, facted from cam-
Ladies Society when VISlOns for persons donatmg pus life. The Browning Am-
founded in 1883. $100 or more to be known as phi theatre still stands how­

THE RECORDS further 
state that the idea of an open 
·air amphitheatre for the 

found.:;rs a_nd have their ever, in memory of a dream 
!lames mscnbed on the thea- fulfilled. 



Theater's past>··viewed 
BJ Nancy Joos 
j-1'1- '1 q 

What was once an active 
student society is now con­
fined to the silent pages of 
old Makios and . the 
memories of older alumni. 
The landmark of its efforts, 
however, is still present 
today. 

The Browning Literary 
Society was the principle 
organizer of the construc­
tion of Browning Amphi­
theater which is located in 
Mirror Lake Hollow. 

The open-air theater was 
first propqsed June 12, 1922 
at a Board of Trustees 

meeting, but it was. not 
until four years later that 
the $25,000 amphitheater 
was finished and ready for 
use. 

Construction of the 
Greek-fashioned amphi­
theater was made possible 
by the work of the all 
female Browning Literary 
Society, named in honor of 
poet Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning. 

The names which are en­
graved in the first three 
rows of the amphitheater 
are those of benefactors 
who donated at least $100 

towards construction costs. 
When Browning Amphi­

theater was completed on 
June 11, 19:.!6 "A Midsum­
mer Night's Dream" was 
perf,ormed to honor the 
society's efforts. 

At the dedication of the 
Browning Amphitheater a 
time capsule was buried in 
the marble column at the 
west end of the stage. The 
steel box contained the 
original architects plans, 
pictures of Browning soci­
ety members, campaign 
material and newspaper 
accounts ofthe progression 
of construction. 

A studies in the solitude of Browning Amphitheater the Mirror Lake 
Hollow. The Outdoor theater was completed in 1926 due to the efforts of the Brownin~ 
Literary Society. 



Amphitheater used again; 
renovations to begin soon 

By Mark Pappas 
Lantern staff writer 4 -\ ji._ -~~ 

Everyone walks past it. few people notice 
it and hardly anyone knows its name. 

Ohio Staters, Inc. is plaruting to change 
all that by commemorating its 50th year 
with a $100,000 drive to help renovate the. 
Browning Amphitheatre on the south side of 
Mirror Lake. 

The theater has great potential, said Jean 
Hansford, campus planner. 11 When we get 
done with our project we'll have a usable 
facility that will be quite handsome." 

Hansford is a member of Ohio Staters, a 
corrununity service organization. This is the 
organization's biggest project so far, he 
said. 

Hansford said the theater has not been us­
ed for a theatrical production since 1956 
because everything needed to stage a per­
formance - lighting, amplification, dress­
ing rooms and a curtain- is not available. 

The renovation should begin by the end of 
this quarter and is expected to be finished 

sometime Fall quarter, he said. 
The $100,000 donation will pay .for clean-­

ing up the area, enlarging the stage, land­
scaping, wiring for sound, lighting and 
possibly a communications system. 

Other additions, such as a projection 
system, may be future projects for Ohio 
Staters and other organizations. 

"The existing seating is what we're deal­
ing with," Hansford said. The am­
phitheater, bullt in 1926, holds about 300 peo­
ple. He said "it will be designed so that you 
can either direct performances towards the 
permanent seating or across the lake; then 
you've got tmlimited seating." · 

Ohio Staters is not the oniy group excited 
about the project. Hansford said the theatre 
department is "completely sold on the idea 
and plans to use the theatre." 

A spokesman from the theatre depart­
·ment §aid the only problem with the theater 
is low flying planes, but it will be used. 

Fund raising for the project began in Oc­
tober and is about half way towards its goal. 
Most funds have come from alumni. 



NEWS 

For release on receipt 

The Ohio State University 

Communications Services 
4th Floor Fawcett Center 
2400 Olentangy River Rd. 
Columbus, Ohio 4321 0-1 027 
Phone: 614-422-2711 

6-7-84 .. 

(LO, WS) 

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- Theater under the stars and other outdoor 

events at Ohio State University should get a new lease on life 

with the proposed renovation of Browning Amphitheater in Mirror . -
Lake Ho 11 ow • 

The university's Board of Trustees Thursday (6/7) approved 

plans and specifications and authorized a request for bids to 

improve the early campus landmark. 

The project will be funded through gifts from alumni, friends 

and current members of Ohio Staters, Inc., a service organization 

of university students, faculty and staff. It will commemorate 

the group's 50th anniversary. Gifts and pledges representing 

nearly 85 percent of the $100,000 project cost have been 

received. 

The project will include functional and aesthetic 

improvements that will create an "Outdoor Performance Center" at 

Browning Amphitheater for theater, music, dance and other 

activities. 

Jean D. Hansford, campus planner in the Office of Campus 

Planning and Space Utilization and a member of Ohio Staters, said 

the renovation will include the addition of paired columns at 

- more -



AMPHITHEATER-- 2 

either side of the stage area near the steps leading to the 

stage. 

The amphitheater's original design had called for the columns 

but they were never included in th,e completed facility, said 

Hansford. He said the stage area will be paved and provided with 

electric power to increase its flexibility for all kinds of 

performances. 

Dedicated in 1926, the amphitheater wa~ ~onstructed for the 

Browning Literary Society. Shakespearean plays were performed 

there until about 1956. 

Since then, it has been little used sxcept for a dozen or so 

weddings a year and various other events such as the Renaissance 

Festival and a recent jazz concert. 

The performance center project was one of three which 

received board approval for plans and specifications. The two 

others were: 

Roof replacements at the three Jesse Owens Recreation 
Centers on Lane Avenue, West 11th Avenue and Kenny Road. The 
estimated project cost is $363,200. 

-- Construction of a protective enclosure over the existing 
skylight in the William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library to 
protect against leaks. Estimated project cost is $130,000. 

In other action, the board approved the awarding of two 
contracts for work scheduled to be completed by Sept. 1. 

One contract was for paving and reconstruction of limestone 
entrance wall panels with the university logo at 12th Avenue and 
High Street and at Woodruff Avenue and High Street. The total 
project cost is estimated at $121,000. 

The second contract was for resurfacing 12th Avenue from Neil 
Avenue to High Street at an estimate total project cost of 
$75,000. 

# 



• ION S" 
Happy holidays! t:? ~. l 1 <o~ 
ALTHOUGH THE SNOW didn't stick around for too long, it did blanket the Columbus 
campus with a six-inch covering of the holiday spirit last week. Over the next two weeks, 
University offices will be closed Dec. 24-25 and Jan. 1. Winter quarter begi0s Jan. 7. 



The Ohio State University 

NEWS 
News Services 
1125 Kinnear Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43212-1153 
Phone 614-422-271 1 

For release on receipt 12-19-84 

(LO) 

COLUMBUS. Ohio -- An outdoor performance center in Mirror 

Lake Hollow on the Ohio State University's Columbus campus will 

be built with help from a new endowment fund. 

The university's Board of Trustees established the Ohio 

Staters Inc. outdoor Performance Center Endowment Fund at its 

Dec. 14 meeting. Members. alumni and friends of Ohio Staters 

Inc. contributed $25.000 to start the fund for planning. 

construction and maintenance of the center. The center will be 

dedicated in autumn 1985 on the 50th anniversary of Ohio Staters• 

incorporation . 

The new facility will expand Browning Amphitheater. a 

300- seat. open-air theater with a grass stage. into a 

multi-purpose stage for musical concerts. theatrical and dance 

performances. lectures and festivals . 

Already. Ohio Staters alumni have pledged in excess of the 

project's expected cost of $100,000 including $10,000 from 

current Ohio Staters members . Soil core samples have been 

s tudied. and a site plan drawn up by Columbus architect Ri c hard 

Trott. an Ohio Staters alumnus . The plans call for comple t i o n by 

spring 1985 of a raised stage and lighting suitable for dance 

performances. with landscape plantings as a backdrop by fall 1985. 

-more-



Ohio Staters Fund -- 2 

Ohio Staters chose to fund this project because it conforms 

to the group's purpose of providing services and facilities that 

benefit the entire campus community. The organization has 

previously funded wheelchair olympics. Braille campus maps, the 

Renaissance Festival and the establishment of Buckeye Grove. 

Members raise funds by selling seat cushions and Ohio State 

Marching Band records and tapes. The non-profit corporation 

consists of students, faculty and staff and promotes the 

university's welfare and prestige. 

Spearheading the performance center project are co-chairmen 

W. Arthur Cullman and Walker B. Lowman, both Ohio Staters alumni 

who have contributed generously of their time and resources to 

the fund. 

Cullman, of 1776 Upper Chelsea Road, Columbus, is professor 

emerit~s ~f marketing. He ~as an international reputation as a 

specialist in marketing strategy and policy, and advertising. 

Lowman. of 2026 Wickford Road. Columbus, is an attorney. He has 

a background in architecture. and industrial controls and 

management. 

Contact: Anne Kochman (614) 422 2711 



Why a performance center? 

• " The Mirror Lake Hollow project 
being considered by Ohio Staters 
is truly an exciting proposal. It has 
our support, and we encourage 
yo u to continue." 

David L. Meeker, Director 
School of Music 

• "An outdoor performance area of 
the size and character 
encompassed in this project is 
something every great university 
should have - it would be an 
enormous asset for Ohio State." 

Dan L. Heinlen, Director 
The Ohio State University 
Alumni Association 

• "Such a center would vastly 
expand our agenda of arts 
presentations - the director of 
the School of Music and 
chairpersons of the Departments 
of Dance and Th eatre have 
enthusiastically endorsed the 
project." 

Robert J. Stull, Associa te Dean 
College of the Arts 

oou 
The Oh1o State University 

Ohio Staters, Inc. 
Fiftieth Anniversary 

Alumni House 
2400 O lentangy River Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43210 



~ 

Half a century ago, a group of Ohio State 
1 

students, staff, and alumni founded a ~ 
unique campus organization to serve ther,' . 
University. 

Since the birth of Ohio Staters, 
Incorporated, hundreds of "thinkers, 
believers, and doers, in and about The 
Ohio State University," have shared the 
Stater experience. Today, they are leaders 
in their communities, making contributions 
in all walks of life. 

In 1985, Ohio Staters will mark the 50th 
anniversary of its incorporation. To 
commemorate the event and to continue 
the organization's rich history of service, a 
committee of Staters past and present has 
combined forces to provide a landmark 
gift for the university. 

That gift-which has the enthusiastic 
support of the University-will be an 
outdoor performing arts center for theatre, 
music, and dance located in the Browning 
Amphitheatre area. 

The project will include construction of 
a hard-surface stage, stone columns to 
define the proscenium, and an electrical 
system to accommodate light and sound 
equipment. 

The beautiful and functional stage will 
allow performers to play to the entire 
Mirror Lake Hollow, as well as to the 
Browning Amphitheatre. A solo ballet 
recital, a jazz festival, even an Ohio State 
Marching Band concert could be held in 
the open-air center. 

And, in keeping with the Stater concern 
for continuity, project plans also call for an 
endowment for perpetual maintenance of 
the performing arts center. 

To make yet another lasting contribution 
to our great university-to celebrate 50 
years of thinking, believing, and doing­
Ohio Staters needs your support. 



OSU stage to be iinproved 
By Tom Sheehan 
Oi'f"''' 05U R•poriK I:J..- "-'7 -8~ 

. The. Ohio Staters have received pledges 
of $100,()90 to improve an outdoor perform­
anc:e center· i~ the Mirror Lake hollow on 
OSU:s inain· campus 

lmpr.ovements will include a raised 
stage and ·suitable lighting for musical 
concerts, theatrical and dartce perform-
ances, lectures and festivals. · 

A 300-seat, open-air theater with a 
grass stage on the south end of the hollow 
just west of Mirror Lake will be upgraded. 
The permanent stone seats now at the 
amphitheater will remain. 

OHIO STATERS, a non-profit corpora­
tion of students, faculty and staff mem­
bers who promote the university's welfare 
and prestige, is collecting money for the 

project through an endowment fund estab­
lished earlier this month by OSU trustees. 
So far, about $25,000 has been received . 

Each year Ohio Staters select a campus 
project that will benefit the OSU commu­
nity. 

Work is scheduled to begin this spring 
and be completed in time for Ohio Staters 
to dedicate it in the fall in conjunction 
with the organization's 50th anni\'ersar~'· 

Firman. ·H. Brown Jr., chairman of 
OSU's theater department, said the 
project will greatly enhance the use of the 
amphitheater. His department, the dance 
department and the School of Music are 
interested in giving regular performances 
there. 

"It really hasn't been used much in 
recent years ... the~e have only hccn 
some dance performances and variou~ 

things done during· the Renaissance Fair," 
he said. 

"WE REALLY do plan to utilize the 
place, but just exacly what kind of per­
formances are ... done depends on what time 
of year it is." · 

Br.Own said the a~phitheater is a very 
exciting place fo't' peformances, ~specially 
at night, because of its picturesque-setting, 

Brown; who was'involved'in planning 
for the project, said a problem·jn having 
performances at the amphitheater. is that 
it is in the flight path of Port Columbus. 

He said he believes that is one of th.e 
reasonS the amphitheater has not been 
used much in recent years. 

A study is being conducted h)• OSU lo 
determine when the most flights occur 
each day and whether it might he possihlr 
to C'hange flight patterns, Brown sairl. 



-Mlrror Lake ampitheater 
to receive renovation 

By Patty Wise 1-II.?-S5" 
Lantern staff wri~er " 

Browning Amphitheater in Mir­
ror Lake Hollow will soon undergo 
a $100,000 face-lift as a gift to the 
university from the campus 
organization Ohio Stater's, Inc. 

The 58-year-old, little-used 
theater will be transformed by next 
fall into a multi-functional, double- 1 
staged ·outdoor performance · 
theater, Columbus architect 
Richard Trott said. 

Universitv Rrchitect ~chard 
1i1cG!inchey said bidding for con­
struction will begin Jan. 17. 

' The grass stage of Browning Am­
' phitheater will be replaced with a 
' multi-purpose surface and it will be 

moved closer to the stone seats, 
1 Trott said. 
t A second stage will be raised and 
t directed towards Mirror Lake so 
t students can watch from the sur-

rounding hills, Trott said. 
l The new theater wlll increase the 
tl pctential audience size from 300 to 
d thousands, said Jean Hansford, a 
A planner from the office of Campus 

The theater is being donated by 
members, alunmi and friends of the 
Ohio Stater's, Inc. to com· 
memorate the group's 50th anniver­
sary, said alunmi member W. Ar­
thur Cullinan, co-chairman of the 
performance center project com­
mittee. 

The organization'S members con­
tributed $10,000 through fund rais­
ing. Alunmi and other people 
doQated and raised $90,000, 
Cullman said. 

Construction should stert by spr­
ing and is scheduled to be com-
pleted for dedication on Oct. 2, ·. 

Cullman said. 
Cullman said the theater will 

benefit the entire campus by pro­
viding a place for music, dance, 
band and individual peformances. 

"I am very excited about the 
possibility of having an outdoor 
performance center,'' said Firman 
H. Brown Jr., chairman of the 
Department of Theater. 

But the new face of Browning 
Amphitheater is not blemish free. 

Noise from airplanes flying 
overhead to Port Columbus 
presents a serious problem to per­
formances, Brown said. 

Airplanes fly directly over Ohio 
Stadium and Lincoln and Morrill 
Towers, he said. 

Hansford said the noise is a 
serious problem, but the theater is 
still an important project to the Col­
lege of the Arts. 

Another problem is sidewalk 
breakage and other damp.ge caused 
by transporting heavy trucks and 
equipment to the difficult-to-reach 
construction site, Hansford said. 

However, the contract binds the 
construction cornpany to repair all 
damage that occurs during con­
sruction, he said. 

This Is the design for the proposed stages of renova­
tions of the Browning Amphitheater. 
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A groundbreaking ceremon~ will be held Tuesday (3/19) for an 
o utdoor ~erformance center in Mirror Lake hollow on Ohio State 
University's Columbus campus. 

' 
The ceremony will be at 11:45 a.m. at the site in Mirror Lake 

hollow east of Neil Avenue. Participating in the groundbreaking 
will be university officials. alumni and members of Ohio Staters 
Inc .• a campus service organization. 

The new facility will expand Browning Amphitheater. a 
300-seat. open- air theater with a grass stage. into a 
multi-purpose stage with suitable lighting for musical concerts. 
theatrical and dance performances. lectures and festivals. 

Members. alumni and friends of Ohio Staters Inc. contributed 
$25,000 to start the fund for planning. construction and 
maintenance of the center. The center will be dedicated next 
autumn on the 50th anniversary of Ohio Staters' incorporation. 

Already. Ohio Staters alumni have pledged in excess of the 
project's expected cost of $100.000, including $10.000 from 
current Ohio Staters members. A site plan has been drawn up by 
Columbus architect Richard Trott. an Ohio Staters alumnus. 

Ohio Staters chose to fund this project because it conforms 
to the group ' s purpose of providing services and facilities that 
benefit the entire campus community. The organization previously 
funded such projects as wheelchair olympics and Braille campus 
maps. The non-profit corporation consists of students. faculty 
and staff and promotes the university's welfare and prestige. 

Spearheading the performance center p roject are co-chairmen 
W. Arthur Cullman and Walker B. Lowman. both Ohio State rs alumni 
who have contributed generously of their time and res ources to 
the fund. Cullman is a professor e meritus of marketing. and 
Lowman is an attorney. Both are from Columbus. 
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EVENT CANCELLATION 

The g~oundbreakinq ceremony for an outdoor performance center 

near Mirror Lake on Ohio State University's Columbus campus has 

been cancelled .• 

The ceremony had been schedu~ed for Tuesday (3/19} at 11:45 

a.m. It is likely _to be rescheduled for later this spring. 

CO~MUNICATIONS SERVICES 

., 



A new life for OSU's Browning Amphitheatre 

About 60 years ago, the 
women of Ohio State's 
Browning Literary Society 
had a brand-new 
performing center near 
Mirror Lake on campus, in 
the form of Browning 
Amphitheatre. The group, 
named after Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning and 
formed in the late 1800s, 
performed Shakespearean 
plays and such on its new 
grass stage edged with 
stone, with up to 300 people 
seated on rows of short, 
wide stone walls set into the 
side of the hill just east of 
the lake. 

In later years, the society 
was disbanded and the 
amphitheatre was used less 
and less often, for a 
performance by a campus 
group here. a wedding 
there . Recently the site has 
been largely ignored, its 
massive stone seating 
dotted with moss. 

No more. Current and 

The renovated amphitheatre ve two stages, a new one 
being added on the west side of the existmg one, near Muror 
Lake. 

former members of Ohio 
Staters Inc. -a service 
group made up of students, 
faculty and alumni-have 
combmed to raise more 
than $100,000 for the 

renovation and redesign of 
the Browmng Amphitheatre 
area. Construction is set to 
begin this April . 

"Ohio Staters is 
celebrating the 50th 

Ohio ~tate students study on the rows of seatmg and the grassy stage of Brownmg Amphithealre. 
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anmversary of its officta l 
founding this year." 
explains W . Arthur 
Cullman, an alumm 
member of Ohto Staters as 
well as an ementus 
member of the university 
faculty and co-chairman of 
Ohio Stater's performance 
center project committee. 
"About two years ago, we 
asked the university for a 
list of important thmgs that 
they couldn't do under a 
current budget, and we 
settlad on this.'' 

Richard Trott, an Ohio 
Stater alumnus who is now 
an architect with Trott & 
Bean, says the group 
selected this project 
because, "We had the most 
potential for reactivating 
this space. Ohio Staters 1s 
an action-oriented group. If 
we d id something passive, 
such as donating some 
benches, that just wouldn 't 
bP. appropriate." 

Since Trott is an architect, 
he studied the site, visited 
other amphitheatre:; at 
other colleges and 
universities around the 
country, then developed 
the plans for the renovation. 
all as a volunteer. Under 
his plan, the area now will 
have two stages, a new one 
that is raised and near 
Mtrror Lak e, and the 
onginal one, redesigned 
with a new Door and a 
second tier added for use 
by an orchestra 
accompanying any 
productions. Lighting and 
some dressing areas also 
will be added. With the 
stone seating already in 
place and room for more 
people to sit on the grass on 
nearby hills. it's thouqht 



thousands could attend any 
particular Browning 
Amphitheatre event. 

"We're terribly, terribly 
excited about this," says 
Jean Hansford, campus 
planner for the university. 
"Ohio State is probably the 
largest institution in the 
country without a good 
outdoor performing area. 
This is intended to fill that 
void." 

C·O 

Cullman expects a formal 
dedication of the area to be 
held in mid October, with a 
celebration featuring 
performances by university 
students. Beginning next 
spring, regular 
performances of theatre, I 
music and dance should be 
able to be scheduled there. 
"We do have to approach it 
with caution until we know 
how it works," says Dr. 

Columbus Monthly I April!985 IS 

s 
Firman Brown Jr., chairman 
of the department of 
theatre, since the 
amphitheatre is frequently 
passed by planes from Port 
Columbus, and the noise 
may affect performances. 
"But it's the kind of place 
that lends itself to things 
that are grand and elegant. 
It's going to be an exciting 
space.'' 

-julia Osborne 



Theater 
to receive 
'face-lift' 
By Todd Hill 
.Lantero staff writer 

Ohio State alumni, faculty and• 
students are once again doing 
something about having a 
suitable outdoor perfonnance 
center on campus. 

Ground was broken Thursday 1 

for the Browning Amphitheater 
renovation on Mirror Lake. The 
renovation is in observance of 
Ohio Stater's 50th anniversary. 
Proj~ted cost for the project 

is $123,000, said Steve Vollanann, 
project architect for the renova­
tion. 

Ohio State contributed $25,000 
toward the project, while a 
group of Ohio State alumni have 
pledged more than $100,000. 

The ampitheater has not been 
used much in recent decades, so 
Ohio StaterS Inc., a group of 
students, faculty and alumni, 
have raised $100,000 to refurbish 
it. 

Fred Miller, president of Ohio 
:.Staters, said the hnprovements 
, 'will enable Ohio State to once 
·again use the amphitheater for 
outdoor plays, concerts and 

::dance perfonnances, as was 
.•origlnally intended when 1t was 
·built in 1926. 
·. In the early 1900's, the Brown­
:-ing Dramatic Soc iety, a 
--women's perfonnance group, 
4 used the area where ·the am-
phitheater now ·stands to hold 
Shakespearean plays during spr­

Jlng commencement. The area 
.was then a sledding hill. 
· OSU alumni raised $15,000 to 
~build the amphitheater to give 
the audience a place to sit, and 
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The Browning Ampltheater, ."'ear Mirror Lake, wllf ~ expanded 
to a multi-purpose .stag~ that wllll~.clude dance and musical per-
formances. -~ f -, 

plays were performed there un­
til about 1956, when the society 
disbai}ded. '. 

Since then, some jazz concerts 
have been held at the am­
phitheater and the RenaJssrulce 
Festival has had functions there, 
but it has been used for little 
else, said Miller. 

"At this point in thne it's not 
really as useful as it could poten­
tially be," he said! 

TI1e m8in reason for the 
avoidance has been the grass 
stage, which makes the place un­
suitable for dailce, such , as 
ballet , and many staged plays, 
said Steve VolJanar¥1, project ar­
chitect for the renovation. 

The new design will include a 
raised stage near Mirror Lake, 
while the existing stage will be 
redeSigned with a hard surface. 
A second tier will 'be added to 
hold an orchestra, Volkmann 
said. 

There will also be lighting, so 
th~ amphitheater can be used at 
night . .: 

The original .stone . seating, 
which has a capacity of 300, and 
the two large urns on either side, 

will ien:lain, he said. 
~ is a problem with 

airplime noise, since the OSU 
campu8 lles in the flight pattern 
of Columbus International Alri · 
port, but Miller thinks that dif­
ficulty can be circumvented. 

" We do get jets over here pret­
ty often, however . .. temporary 
amplification can be brought in 
which will kind of compensate 
for that protnem,}' he said. 

Miller said he hopes to even­
tually have permanent 
ampllfication installed. 

ConstrUction ,fs scheduled to · 
begin Monday ~d ~ comple­
tion Is set for Aug, 15, Volkmarm 
said. 

The renovated amphitheater 
will be dedicated in October 
said Walker Lowman, cO: 
chainnan of the Ohio Staters · 
performance center project 
committee, at the ground­
breaking ceremony Thursday. 

This is probably Ohio Staters 
biggest project, in terms of 
money, since the group organiz­
ed Rose Bowl train trips in the 
1950's and certainly the biggest 
in recent years, said Miller. 

page 3 
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A groundbreaking ceremony will be held Thursday (5/16) for an 
outdoor performance center in Mirror Lake hollow on Ohio State 
University•s Columbus campus. 

-· 
The ceremony will be at 1:30 p.m. at the site in Mirror Lake 

hollow east of Neil Avenue. Participating in the groundbreaking 
will be university officials, alumni and members of Ohio Staters 
Inc., a campus service organization. 

The new facility will expand. Browning Amphitheater, a 
300-seat, open-air theater with a grass stage, into a 
multi-purpose stage with suitable lighting for musical concerts, 
theatrical and dance performances, lectures and festivals. 

Members, alumni and friends of Ohio Staters Inc. contributed 
$25,000 to start the fund for planning, construction and 
maintenance of the center. The center will be dedicated next 
autumn on the 50th anniversary of Ohio Staters• incorporation. 

Already, Ohio Staters alumni have pledged in excess of the 
project•s expected cost of $100,000, including $10,000 from 
current Ohio Staters members. Richard Trott, an Ohio Staters 
alumnus and a member of the Columbus architectural firm of Trott 
& Bean, drew up the site plan. The construction c ontract has 
gone to Sherman R. Smoot Co. 

Ohio Staters chose to fund this project because it conforms 
to the group•s purpose of providing services and facilities that 
benefit the entire campus community. The organization previously 
funded such projects as wheelchair olympics and Braille campus 
maps. The non-profit corporation consists of students, faculty 
and staff and promotes the university•s welfare and prestige. 

Spearheading the performance center project are co-chairmen 
W. Arthur Cullman and Walker B. Lowman , both Ohio Staters alumni 
who have contributed generously of their time and resources to 
the fund. Cullman is a professor emeritus of marketing, and 
Lowman is an attorney. Both are from Columbus. 

COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES 
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Amphitheatre 
will provide 
outdoor site 

DedicatiOn ceremonies for a $125,000 
outdoor performance center at 
Browning Amphitheatre, located in 
Mirror Lake Hollow, will take place 
Oct. 11-12. 

The ceremonies will celebrate 50 years 
of service by Ohio Staters Inc., a 50-
member student and faculty service 
group whose mission is to improve the 
campus and community area. 

The outdoor perfonnance center is 
Ohio Staters' largest service project. It 
included construction of a bi-level 
stage and an electncal system for nghl 
and sound equipment. Stone columns 
separate the upper and lower stages. 
Landscaping behind the stage 
provides a back drop for the 
performance area. Sidewalks also 
were added in the area. 

In addition, limited restoration work 
has been done on the 300-seat 
amphitheatre, 

Spearheading the project are uretime 
Ohio Staters W. Arthur Cullman and 
Walker B. Lowman, both of Columbus. 
Cullman is a professor emeritus of 
marketing and Lowman is an attorney. 

Richard Trott, of Trott and Bean 
Architects Inc. of Columbus, designed 
the project. Trott is a fanner Staters' 
officer. He earned his bachelor's 
degree in architecture in 1961. 

Dedication ceremonies for the outdoor 
performance center will be spread 
over two days, beg'mning Oct. 11, at 6 
p.m. in the amphitheatre. The College 
of the Arts wilt present a one-hour 
twilight perfonnance featuring music. 
dance and theater. 

"Scarlet and Gray," the student show 
choir, representing the School of· .. 
Music, Will present several numbehJ. 

The University Dance Company wftl 
present "Semaphore for Six," a piece 
choreographed by Richard Burrows. 
an assistant professor of dance. The 
dance was created especially for 
outdoor performances and features 
multi-colored flags. 

The Department of Theatre will 
present portions of Shakespeare's," A 
Midsummer Night's Dream." The play 
was presented in its entirety at both 
the ded!ctdiOn of the amphitheatre in 
ContlnutKf 0t1 ~ II. 
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Program 
will open 
OSU center 

A program of dance, music and 
theater beginning at 6 p.m. Friday 
will inaugurate Ohio State Universi-

• ty's Mirror Lake Hollow. 
The new center is an expansion 

of the 59-year-old Browning Amphi­
theatre. 

OSU's theater department will 
present selections from Shake­
speare's "A Midsummer Night's 
Dream," the play that was per­
formed for dedication ceremonies of 
the original Browning Amphitheatre 
in 1926. 

The dance department will per­
form "Semaphore for Six," choreo­
graphed by assistant professor Rich­
ard Burrows and created especially 
for an outdoor setting. 

The music school will present the 
"Scarlet and Gray Show," a 20-mem­
ber singing and dancing troupe. 

Portions of this concert will be 
repeated at a dedication ceremony 
at 11 a .m. Saturday, Oct. 12. 

The new facility was designed ·by. 
Richard Trott and inclui:les a hi-level 
stage, an electrical system and land­
scaping to provide a stage backdrop. 
Restoration work is also being done 
on the seating area. The center is a 
gift of the Ohio Staters Inc. in honor 
of its 50th anniversary. 
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Cora Roberts Evans. who is 102 years of age. will return to 
the Ohio State University campus Saturday (10/12) for the 
dedication ceremony of the $125,000 outdoor performance center in 
Browning Amphitheatre . 

Evans. of Columbus. is the oldest living member of the 
Browning Dramatic Society - - the group which arranged for 
construction of Browning Amphitheatre in the 1920s. 

The dedication ceremony will be at 11 a.m. at the 
amphitheater in Mirror Lake Hollow. The one - hour ceremony will 
be highlighted by presentations o~ music. dance and theatre. 

As part of the weekend's activities. the College of the Arts 
will present a series of performances in the amphitheater Friday 
(10/11) beginning at 6 p.m. Performing will be Scarlet and Gray. 
the student show cfioir: the University Dance Company featuring a 
dance with multi - colored flags: and the Department of Theatre 
with excerpts from Shakespeare's "A Mid - Summer Night's Dream." 
the play presented at the dedication of the amphitheater in 1926 . 

The performances Friday night and the dedication ceremony 
Saturday morning are free and open to the public. 

The dedication ceremony is the culmination of efforts by Ohio 
Staters Inc .• the c a mpus service organization which raised the 
funds to build the outdoor performance center in honor of its 
50th anniversary. 

The project included construction of a bi - level stage 
separated by stone columns and an electrical system for light and 
sound equipment. Plantings provide a back drop for the stage. 
Sidewalks also were added to the area. Groundbreaking for the 
project was conducted in May . 

Spearheading the project are lifetime Ohio Staters W. Arthur 
Cullman and Walker B. Lowman. both of Columbus. Cullman is a 
professor emeritus of mark_eting and Lowman is an attorney. 
Richard Trott. of Trott and Bean Architects Inc. of Columbus. 
designed t he project. Trott is a former Ohio Staters' offi ce r 

- mor e -
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who earned his bachelor's degree in architecture in 1961. 
Staters' members, both past and present. will participate 
dedication ceremonies. 

Ohio 
in the 

Ohio Staters is a student and faculty service group whose 
mission is to improve the campus and community area. Chartered 
in 1935, today•s organization is composed of 24 students and 14 
faculty and staff members who do service projects that include 
campus beautification, graduate school information day, twilight 
jazz concerts and Wheelchair Olympics. 

Planning to attend the dedication ceremony are Evans. who was 
a student at Ohio State from 1902-1906, and Christine Conaway, 
Ohio State's dean of women emeritus. Evans is the widow of 
William L. Evans. longtime chairman of the Department of 
Chemistry for whom Evans Laboratory is named. Conaway House, the 
residence hall in the upper floors of Morrill Tower, is named in 
honor of the'former dean. Cora Evans and Conaway are the 
honorary co-cha.irs of a committee that raised $12,000 for 
restoration work on the 300-seat amphitheatre. The money was 
donated by former members of the dramatic society, under the 
fund-raising leadership of Mildred Trotter Tuttle and Tony 
Hightower Auch. both of Columbus. 

The Browning Dramatic Society served women at Ohio State who 
were interested in literature and poetry from 1882 until 1956. 
In 1884, the group adopted the na~e Browning Literary Society in 
honor of British poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning. In 1908, the 
society changed its name to the Browning Dramatic Society and 
began presenting a Shakespearean play each spring in Mirror Lake 
Hollow. Declining interest ended the society in 1956. 

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS 
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Shakespearean conledy 
opens renovated theater 
By M·~rga~et Hart 
"ant ern staff writer 

Ohio State's l.heater department 
pr~ted " A Mldswruner Night's 
Dream" at l.he Browning Am­
phil.heater dedication Saturday as 
airplanes and helicopters provided 
even more cause for laughter. 

The near capacity crowd, inade 
up largely of Ohio Staters alumni, 
laughed as l.he actors ad llbbed 
references to l.he unexpected noise. 

·The Ohio Staters funded renova­
tions to l.he amphil.heater, named 
after poet Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, as a gift to l.he universi­
ty. President Edward H. Jennings 
officially accepted. the gift at the 
dedication. 

The Browning Dramatic.Society, 
with an all-female cast, presented 
the same play at the original 
dedication in 1926', said Walker 

Lowman, .co-chainnan of the Ohio 
Staters 50th Anniversary Conunit- · 
tee, 

The planning for the $166,000 
renovatiol) project began three 
years ago ~ coJncide .w~th the Ohio · 
Staters' 50th anniversary celebra­
tion, he said. The .dedication 
ceremony was part of the group's 
weekend reunion. 
. · Ohio Staters was started because 
Ohio State needed an organization 
to serve the university; said James 
C. B. Handley, one of the group's 
founders and a 1934 graduate. · 

Before Saturday night's dedica­
tion performance, the am­
phitheater was the stage Friday 
evening for a year-long combined 
effort from the dance, theater and 
music departments. · · 

The. amphitheater oveFfiowed 
with students watching a half-hour 
Scarlet and Gray show, a 6 1/2 
~u~ dance by the OSU Dance 

vompany. and "A Mldswruner 
Night's Dream." 

The dance, choreographed by 
Richard W. Burrows, assistant pro­
fessor of dance, featured &x per­
formers carrying vibrant blue flags 
and wearing black pants, with red, 
long-sleeve T-shirts. The colors 
created a striking contrast with the 
mauve stage at dusk~ The dancers 
also performed · at Saturday's 
dedication. 

The audience clapped with the 
music as the Scarlet and Gray 
Show J)erformers entered the stage, 
10 on each side. They sang songs 
such as "Mlsty," "Send in the 
Clowns," and "Moon Indigo." 

The performance r.ecelved 
cheers and cat calls from the au­
dience when a young boy in the 
front row danced along. 

" I enjoyed it a lot,",sald Myeong 
Wellington, a· sophomore from 
Korea majoring in accounting. 

.. 
' •: ',1. ~. • I ,, • I •• • • ' C.9" 

Members of the theater department perform In "A . renovation of Browning Ampltheater. 
Midsummer Nlght1s Dream" to commemorate the 
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Bright futures 
"It Mlds prBCious sHing to tiHI eye."- W11118m Sh8kespeare, "Love's Labor Lost," Act IV. On the 
peiiCeful stage of the Browning Ampltheater, Susan Erwin, a senior from Columbus, and Steve Master, a 
senior from Toledo talk about their futures. The future of the Browning Ampltheater Is brighter since Its re-

cent restoration. RBCords show the original Idea of an open air ampltheater where the.Brownlng Dramatic 
Society could perform Shakespearean plays was developed In 1915. The ampltheater was completed In 
1926. 
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Wedding bells chime 
in Browning theater 
By Kim Stock 
Lantern staff writer 

For most students Mirror Lake pro­
bably seems like a nice place to get 
away from the fast pace of campus and 
~njoy a good book or just relax, but a 
few people have bigger plans for the out-
door amphitheater. · 

Angela and Briall Westgrondin, 
juniors from Columbus, ar~ among 
several students who chose Browning 
Amphitheater as a site for their wed­
ding. The Westgrondins were married 
there April 21. 

" We got married at Mirror Lake 
because neither Brian or I are affiliated 
with any church. We wanted to be mar­
ried outside and at a place we like to be, 
and we really like the · atmosphere 
there," W estgrondin said. 

The recent restoration of the Brown­
ing Amphitheater added to its attrac­
tiveness as a wedding site: including a 
hi-level stage, an electrical system, 
landscaping and sidewalks around the 
area, according to J ohn Kennedy, a 
senior from Columbus and a member of 
Ohio Staters Inc. 

" The restoration was completed in 
October of 1985 and· funded by Ohio 
Staters in honor of the gr oup's 50th an­
niversary," Kennedy said. 

Maggie Alfred, secretary for the 
University Registrar Office of SchedUl­
ing, said she currently has four wed­
dings scheduled between now and 
September and has several requests to 
book weddings which are awaiting air 

proval. 
In order to be married at Mirror 

Lake, students must be sponsor ed by a 
faculty or staff member or a student 
organization, Alfred said. 

" This (sponsorship) simply means 
that there is someone who is directly 
related to the university who will sign in 
good faith that the ($25 reserva tion) fee 
will be paid, and that they will take 
responsibility for any damage done to 
the facility," she said. 

Alfred cautioned that receptions are 
not permitted after the wedding 
ceremonies because of a rule pro­
hibiting food and beverages around Mir­
ror Lake. She suggested the Faculty 
Club or the Ohio Union for r eceptions. 

''According to Campus Planning 
there are r oughly 300 sea ts a t Browning, 
based on 24 inches ~r person," Alfred 
said. 

Parking should not present a problem 
for those considering a Mirror Lake 
wedding, she said. 

"Since weekend parking is not pro­
hibited, the wedding guests would be 
able to park on South Oval Drive or 
behind Campbell Hall," Alfred said. 

It is s till possible to book a summer 
wedding for Mirror Lake, but students 
should make reservations as soon as 
possible, she said. 

" Summer, being a popular time for 
weddings, is I,"eally good for Saturday 
availability at Mirror Lake because we 
don't have nearly as many a ctivities be­
ing scheduled as we do during spring 
quarter when there are more students 
on campus," Alfred said. 



Browning Amphithealre 
It rained on the Browning 

Amphitheatre on its dedication day in 
1926. 

Friends and members of the 
Browning Dramatic Society gathered 
together to mop rainwater from the 
seats for the evening performance of 
Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. The weather cleared by the 
end of the day, and the dedication 
began as planned. 

At dusk. in full costume, the cast 
carried the flaming torches down the 
winding path from Pomerene Hall to 
Mirror Lake Hollow. 

The dedication ceremonies 
for the amphitheatre in 

1926 included the burying of 
treasures. 

The night was special for the 
members of the Browning Dramatic 
Society who had dreamed of an 
outdoor theatre. The organization 
served women of The Ohio State 
University from 1886 to 1956 who were 
interested in literature and poetry. 

The society began as the Young 
Ladies Literary Society, the first all­
women group on campus. It later was 
known as the Browning Dramatic 
Society, in honor of Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, and finally became the 
Browning Dramatic Society. From 1908 
the society maintained a tradition of 
performing a Shakespearean play each 
spring in Mirror Lake Hollow, and it 
was in this location that the Browning 
Amphitheatre was eventually 
constructed. 

Until last autumn, the Browning 
Amphitheatre had not been used often 
in recent years. The inconvenience of 
the grass stage and the disrepair of 
the seating area were the main reasons 
it had not been particularly functional. 

In May 1985 construction began by 
the Ohio Staters Inc. to renovate the 
amphitheatre. The service organization 
raised funds to give the amphitheatre 
a $123,000 face-lift in honor of the 
fiftieth anniversary of its 
incorporation. 

The new performance facility, 
designed by Richard Trott of Trott and 
Bean Architects, Inc., includes a bi­
level stage separated by stone 
columns. An electrical system for 
sound and light equipment, 
landscaping behind the stage, and 
some renovation of the existing seats 
were also part of the project. 

~v i)d. 1; ~ ./ 
,qi~ ) 

In conjunction with the dedication of 
the new facility, the College of the Arts 
sponsored a Twilight Performance on 
October 11, 1985. The event featured 
members of the· University Dance 
Company in Semaphore for Six, 
choreographed by Professor Richard 
Burrows; the Scarlet and Gray Show, 
the School of Music's show choir; and, 
in keeping with the tradition of the 
amphitheatre, selections from A 
Midsummel 'Night's Dream, presented 
by the Department of Theatre. 

Numerous events have taken place 
in the new performance space in the 
past year. And Mirror Lake Hollow is 
once again being filled with the sights 
and sounds of the performing arts as 
the Browning Amphitheatre provides a 
scenic place to gather and be 
entertained. 
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The amphith~atre has be! n 
used far numer,aus outdoor 

,dramas, including this 
· presentation in 1 ~51. 
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T. Joll~y/lhe l...J.ntem 
A shot looking down at the newly reconstructed Mirror Lake Amphitheatre located behind Pomerene Hall. The Amphitheatre hosts events such as outdoor productions 
and bands. 
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COLUMBUS. Ohio -- The Browning Amphitheater restoration 

project on Ohio State University's campus has received an award 

from the American Society of Landscape Architects. 

One of 33 projects honored with ASLA 1988 professional 

awards, the Ohio State project was cited for its new design to 

"blend into the surrounding landscape and preserve the historic 

context of the amphitheater." 

Originally constructed in Mirrer Lake Hollow in 1926, the 

restoration project was a gift to the university from Ohio 

Staters Inc .• a student and faculty service organization, to 

commemorate its 50th anniversary. 

The $125,000 restoration was designed by Richard Trott & 

Partners Architects Inc., and was Ohio Staters' largest service 

project. It included construction of a bi - level stage and an 

electrical system for light and sound equipment. Stone columns 

separate the upper and lower stages. and landscaping behind the 

stage provides a backdrop for the performance area. 

# 

(B198) 



!fonCampl.LSj January 5, 1989 

Landscape recognition 
TilE BROWNING AMPHITIIEA TER restoration project 

is one of 33 projects honored with an American Society of 
Landscape Architects 1988 professional award. The $125,000 

Pboto by Ketin Fltzsiniom 

project was a gift to the Unil'ersity from Ohio Staters to 
commemorate tbe student and faculty senice organization's 
50th annil'ersary. 
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Theater will .. get light~. -·. 
By Traci Miller 
Lantern staff writer 

Theater lights being installed at 
the Browning Amphitheater will 
bring the campus another place to 
have nighttime and performing 
arts events, sa id a university 
architect. 

Th.omas Beretta of the Univer­
sity Architects office said he 
expects the lights to be installed 
by the end of April. 

"The amphitheater itself is 
pretty well restored. The addi­
tional work is almost all lighting 
work," said Beretta. . · 

He said the two contractors 
working on the project are Jess 
Howard Electric Co. for the 
electrical work and John James 
Estes & Associates for general 
work. 

Beretta added the two contrac­
tors are doing preliminary work 
until the working conditions are 
better outside. 

Mark Shanda, assistant profes­
sor and technical director for the 
Department of Theater said in the 
past, the department looked into 
performing at the Browning Am­
phitheater, but lack of lighting 
was a problem. 

They looked into renting stage 
lighting, but it was too expensive, 
he said. 

"If lights are installed, we'll 
probably try to u se it," said 
Shand a. 

Dan Heinlen, director of Alumni 
Affairs for the Ohio State Alumni 
Association said, '·The lighting will 
add a whole new dimension to the 
amphitheater." 

With stage lights, the amphithe­
ater will become avai lable not only 
to the performing arts groups, but 
to other events, such as one-act 
plays and concerts after dusk, he 
said. 

The amphitheater r estoration 

project started in 1985 as a gift · 
the university from the 0 · 
Staters Inc., a student and facul 
service organization. The gift w · 
giveh to commemorate the 50t 
anniversary of the Ohio State 
Inc., said Heinlen, who is also 
associate member of the group. 

Heinlen said some alumni 
The Browning Dramatic Society, 
women's group that perform 
Shakespearean plays at the am 
phitheater until the 1950's, contr 
buted funds along with the Ohi . 
Staters Inc. and its alumni t 
restore the amphitheater and i 
lighti. 

The amphitheater seating an 
and a new stage surface w 
restored in 1985, but lack 
funds would not permit lightin 
to be installed. 

The Ohio Staters Inc. and t 
other doners gave more money s 
lighting can be installed, Here • 
said. • 

He said the lighting project w· 
cost about $53,000. ~ 

Jean Hansford, campus planner 
and faculty member of the Ohio 
Staters Inc., said the amphithe -. 
ter has been used for years f 
jazz concerts, weddings and th 
medieval-renaissance festival, hel 
in the spring. 

With the restoration and ne 
lighting, an increase in the typ 
of events will probably be see 
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Poetry reading slated for Mirror Lake 
By Patrick J. Geyer 
Lantern staff writer 

Mirror lake is not a stranger to 
poetry. It can often be heard in 
the whispers of couples on moon­
lit walks and Sunday afternoon 
picnics. It is a place where many 
poets find the solitude to write 
their poetry. 

Tonight that poetry will be less 
secretive wi th "Poetry in the 
Park," an open poetry forum at 
Browning Ampitheater. The prog­
ram is being sponsored by the 
Smith/Steeb residence hall staff. 

"Once we start, we seem to 
attract attention, " said' David Ci­
tino , professor of English and 
featured poet. "Individuals just 
walking by Mirror lake often find 
their way over to the ampitheater 
and sit there and listen." 

The program will open with 
Citino reading a selection of his 
own work, and then anyone will 
be allowed to read their own 
poetry. 

"We want to attract students 
who want. to 'toot their own horn ' 
when it comes to being cr eative 
and being an artist," said Maggie 

Burkhart, Smith/Steeb hall direc­
tor. "We are really looking for­
ward to some of our more ta­
lented students taking advantage 
of that time." 

This program comes at a time 
where there is increasing enroll­
ment in poetry classes, Citino 
said. 

"It seems to me that this is one 
art that r eally a llows you to 
explore yourself," Citino said. "It's 
a way of getting to know one's 
self better a.n d keeping track of 
one's life." 

"We wanted to do something 

that hadn't been done before," 
said Timothy Ringo, a senior 
majoring in business and English 

·from Columbus who is organizing 
the event. "You always see the 
same programs. This is something 
new." 

"It's not necessary to be a pro, 
that's one of the beautiful things 
about poetry, " Cit ino said. "You 
can enjoy it by just doing it once 
in a while." 

"Poetry in the Park" begins at 
7:00 p.m. tonigh t at Browning 
Ampitheater. 
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Jim German/the Lantern 

Post·HempFest 
Sean McGovern, a senior from Westerville majoring in Amphitheater. McGovern and other landscape 
communications, mows the seating area at Browning maintenance employees were hard at work Tuesday. 



· Thursday, December 3, 1992 • <!he <folumbus .IDispatdJ 

JUST IN TIME 

Doral ~ Ill/ Dispatdr 

Mike Cordle blows away the last of fall's leaves in Bro\ming Amphitheatre on 
the Ohio State University campus. The work yesterday may be just in time, too. 
Heavy snow could make its debut any day. 
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Tracey Wardllhe Lantern 

Snow in love 
Mr. and Mrs. Snow were the headlining act at the Browning Outdoor Ampitheatre Tuesday afterno'on. 



· Saturday, March 27, /993 • • 
36 

SOAKING UP SOME SUN 

Mike Schueren, a material-science engineering major at 
Ohio State University, and Kathy Allen, a graduate stu­
dent, share a quilt at the Mirror Lake amphitheater near 

iTJ1r <!"olumbu~ Oi~patrh 

Tom Dodge/ Di1pmch 

OSU's South Oval. The lake almost always draws sun 
worshipers on warm days like yesterday. Today should be 

· another winner, with tempert~tures rising into the 60s. 
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Chad D. Lerch/ the lantern 

A lNinter \Nalk 
Melissa Trueman and Abbi Ryckman, seniors majoring in Sports and fitness 
Administration, walk Yesterday through Browning Amphitheatre. 


