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Average Cross-Sectional Areas of Molecules 
by Gaseous Diffusion Methods 

By Edward Mack, Jr. 
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[R~print from th• Journal of Lh~ Amttican Chemical Soctety, 47, 2468 (1925).) 

[CONTRIBUTION I'Rm! Tim CHEMICAl. LABORATORIES 01' THI; 0JllO STAT~ UNIVERSITY] 

AVERAGE CROSS-SECTIONAL AREAS OF MOLECULES BY 
GASEOUS DIFFUSION METHODS 

Bv EowARo MACK, ]R. 

RtiCJIIVIID APRU, 10, I 925 PUBI.JSHIID 0<.'TOBitR 6, 1925 

During the past few years our ideas regarding the sizes and shapes of 
typical organic and inorganic molecules have been greatly clarified by 
several interesting lines of work. The Hardy-Langmuir-Harkins treat
ment of oriented molecules in oil films has developed for us, especially in 
the hands of Langmuir, I and in the extension of his general method by 
Adam, 2 fairly defiuite ideas about the length and cross-section of long, 
slender molecules. Also, the inferences drawn by W. H. Bragg3 about 
the sizes and shapes of molecules like naphthalene and anthracene from the 
X-ray examination of the crystals, and the deductious of \V. L. Bragg• 
and Davey5 regarding the distances separating the centers of atoms in 

1 Langmuir, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci., 3, 251 {1917); Tms JoURNAL, 39, l!WR {1917), 
and other papers. 

2 Adam, Proc. Roy. Soc., 103A, 676, 687 (1923), and other papers. 
1 W. H. Bragg, Proc. Phys. Soc., 34, 33 (1921); 35, 167 (1923); and W. H. and W. L. 

Bragg, "X-Ray Analysis and Crystal Structure," G. Bell and Sons, 1924. 
4 W. L. Bragg, Phil. Mag., 40, 169 {1920). 
1 Davey, Phys. Ret•., 18, 102 (]921); 22,211 (Hl23). 
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crystals, are all highly suggestive. Again, the extremely important 
measurements of the viscosities of gases by Rankine8 and his co-workers 
have made it possible for them to calculate the average cross-sectional, or 
"collision" area (by using Chapman's equation) for a considerable number 
of gases and volatile liquids. 

A knowledge of the average cross-sectional area may be of great help in 
drawing some very significant conclusions about the sizes, shapes and 
structures of molecules, and it has therefore seemed desirable to find a 
general method for determining the average cross-sectional areas of mole
cules of substances which are too slightly volatile to be amenable to the 
viscosity method. Much of our chemical interest centers in substances 
that are only slightly volatile. 

Calculation of the average cross-sectional areas for the molecules of such 
substances may be made from their diffusion coefficients. In other words, 
the rate at which molecules A diffuse through a gas B as, for example, 
through air, depends not only on the absolute velocities of the molecules 
A and B, but also on the size, that is on the average cross-sectional area 
of both A and B. The larger the area of A, the more frequently will A 
molecules collide with B molecules, and consequently the greater will be 
the interference with the progress of A molecules through the gas. By 
average cross-sectional area is meant that area which, on the average, a 
diffusing molecule presents to collision or bombardment from all directions 
by the molecules of the gas through which it is moving. 

As a matter of fact, the theory of gaseous diffusion has already been 
rather fully built up, and the equations which show the precise relationship 
between the diffusion coefficient and the average cross-sectional area have 
been derived through the work of Maxwell, Boltzmann, Stefan, Meyer, 
Langevin, Chapman, Jeans and others. Numerous diffusion coefficients 
have been measured and some average cross-sectional areas have been 
calculated and reported in the kinetic-theory literature. Most of these 
are for gases and very volatile liquids. That the diffusion values for 
collision areas do not agree closely with Rankine's viscosity values may be 
largely attributed to the fact that the experimental determinations of 
diffusion coefficients in most, if not in all cases, have been of a lower order 
of accuracy than Rankine's results. 

It is the purpose of the present paper to describe a new and very simple 
method for determining diffusion coefficients, and to give the coefficients 
and the collision areas of such molecules as iodine, benzene, naphthalene, 
anthracene, toluene, octane, diphenyl, aniline and benzidine. After the 
description of the experimental method has been given, a comparison of 
the conclusions reached in this paper will be made with those of W. H. 

5 Rankine, (a) Proc. P!Jys. Soc., 33, 362 (1921); (b) Proc. Roy. Soc., 98A, 360 (1921), 
and many other papers. 
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Bragg and of Huggins7 regarding the sizes and shapes of benzene, naphtha
lene and anthracene; with those of Langmuir and of Miiller and Shearer8 

regarding the structure of carbon chains; and with the speculations of 
Kaufficr,8 Cain and Micklethwait, 10 Adams, Bullock and Wilson, 11 and 
Adkins12 as to whether diphenyl and benzidine have an extended or a 
collapsed structure. 

Experimental Part 
Diffusion coefficients were determined by measuring the rate of evapora

tion of the various substances through an air space. 

~ 
..,. 
too .... 
J 

Fig. 1. Fig. 2. Fig. 3. 

Iu the case of solids, a small brass (or glass) cup C, in Fig. 1, was tilled with the 
melted substance. When this bad solidified, tbc surface was rubbed with fine sand 
paper or emery paper until it was smooth and flush with the rim of the cup. It was 
then weighed in a small glass weighing bottle on a sensitive assay balance kept in a 
room at constant temperature (:1:0.1 °). The actual weigbings could be easily made to 
0.000.01 g. After being weighed, the cup was placed, as shown in the figure, over the 
open end of a glass tube T containing powdered charcoal (80-100 mesh) in such a way 
that the substance could evapora.te, diffuse through the air space and finally be ab
sorbed by tl1c charcoal at the bottom. This system was contained in a holder tube H 
which wns closed with a rubber stopper and a stopcock, nud was placed in a therUtostat. 
On starting the diffusion, the barometer was read and the stopcock was closed. 

In the case of liquids, a disk of blotting paper of proper size was pressed into the 
cup C, anct then wet thoroughly with the liquid. An alternate method was to place the 
liquid in Ute lower end of the tube T, as in Fig. 2, with the charcoal above in a basket 
made by attaching a piece of silk cloth to the bottom of a glass tube of the same diam
eter as T. 

The diffusion coefficients were calculated by means of the equation 
g - D.A.t (dt - ds)/l (1) 

where g is the loss in weight in gTams of the evapora.ting substance, D is the diffusion 
coefficient, A is the circular area in sq. em. of the air space, tis the time of the determina
tion in ~nds, d, is the density of the vapor in g. per ce. at the surface of the evaporat-

t Huggins, Tms }OUR.~AL, 44, 1607 (1922); 45, 264 (1923). 
I Muller and Shearer, J. Chem. Soc., 123, 3156 (1923). 
• Kauffier, Ann., 351, 156 (1007); Ber., 46, 3250 (1907). 
10 Cain and Micklethwait, J. Cliem. Soc., lOST, 1437, 1442 (1914), and other papers. 
n Adams, Bullock and Wilson, Tins JoURNAL, 45, 521 (1923). 
11 Adkins, ibid., 461 1917 (1924). 
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ing substance, and d, j, the Yapor density at the other end of the air !.pace, that i:,, at 
the charcoal surface. It was nsswned that the charcoal, a very ltighly activated coconut 
charcoal (for which the autl1or is indebted to Mr. 0. L. Burneby, Columbus. Ohio) 
absorbs the vapor a<~ fust ll!'l it reaches the charcoal surface. This asswnption was amply 
j ustified by the data collected during the progress of the experiments; d2 may t hen be 
set equal to zero. The length l of the air space was adju~ted and measured by means 
of solid brass cylind('rs euch provided with a handle (Fig. :3). These cylinders, which 
themselves had the desired lengths l, were used to press the powdered charcoal into a 
firm, compact layer having a flat surface. The length l was generally 1 em. but in the 
case of some liquids it was made 6 or 8 em. to prevent the vapor from approaching the 
charcoal too rapidly for complete absorption. A greater length also tends to diminish 
the error introduced by U1e liquid meni."CUS; ho\vever, it also incrca.<;es ilie area of the 
glass wall on which the vapor may conden..~. It seems desirable, if the conditions will 
permit, to let l equal 1 ern. 

The effect of gravity on the mle of diffusion is witl1in the experimental error. 

Diffusion Coefficient of Iodine 

As an illustration of this method for the determination of diffusion 
coefficients, let us take the results for iodine. 

The area A of U1e diffusion colwnn was 1.50 ± 0.02 sq. em., tile length 1.00 ± 0.0 I 
em. In one-half hour at a temperature of 25° ± 0.01° and at an average barometric 
pre,..-.ure of 73!U mm. the cup lo~t 0.001,245 ± 0.000,015 g. This result is ilie avera~~ 
of six experimenb. One sample of iodine was prepared according to ilie meiliod of 
Foulk and ~I orris, u a method which has been shown to yield a product of very high 
purity, approaching the purity obtained by Baxter's method. u Another sample used 
was simply c. P., rcsuhlimcd iodine. Both samples gave the same results within the 
"tated limit of experimental error. Furiliermore, ilie results were the same when sodn 
lime was substituted for charcoal as ilie absorbing ageut. It is difficult to believe that 
charcoal and soda lime both absorbed iodine vapor at the same rate, unless they were 
both absorbing all of the iodine vapor as fast as it arrived. lienee dt must be zero. To 
t"valuate d1 it is necessary to know the vapor pressure of iodine at 25°. The value of 
Baxter, Hickey and Holmes, 1' namely 0.305 mm., was taken. Substitution in Equation 
l gives 0.111 for the diffusion coefficient of iodine in air at 25° and 739.1 mm. At 760 
mm. it would be 0.108. 

Langmuir" has made a rough estimate of ilie value of ilie diffusion coefficient for 
iodine at 20° from the data of :\iorse on ilie rate of evaporation of small iodine spheres17 

in quiet air. He found 0.07 ns a probable value. I have calculated from my data at 
25° that at 20° the diffusion coefficient would be about 0.105. Very recently Mullaly 
and Jacquesll have carried on an expcrinlent in which they let iodine vapor and mercury 
vapor diffuse towards each other through nitrogen gas iu a partially evacuated glass 
lube. Where the mercury and iodine meet, a baud of the mercury iodides precipitates 
and appears on the gla.'>s. While it is hardly fair to ext.ro.pulate their results to atmos
pheric pressure (they were working at 10 llllJ1. and lower), I have calculated from their 
data that ilie diffusion coefficient at 19.4° in nitrogen at 760 mm. would be 0.075, and 

II Foulk and ~!orris, THts JoURNAL, 441 221 (1922), " Iodine 2," p. 223. 
u Baxter, ibid.., 26, 1579 (1004). 
II Baxter, Hickey and Holmes, ibid., 291 127 (1007). 
Jt Langmuir, Phys. Rev., 12, 368 (1918). 
17 Morse, Proc. Am. A cad. Arts Sci., 451 363 (1910). 
11 Mullaly and Jacques, Phil. Mag., 481 1105 (1924). 
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at 25° in air 0.077, taking into account the fact that theaveragcair molecule has a smaller 
cross section than a nitrogen molecule (Rankine's values). This value for the diffusion 
coefficient or iodine in air at 25° seems somewhat too small. 

Calculation of Average Cross-Sectional Areas 

The calculation of the cross-sectional areas of molecules from the 
diffusion coefficients may be made by means of the Stefan-Maxwell-Jeans 
equation. 10 

S' - v'c~ + c;/arDn (1 + a) (2) 

Here, S is the average radius of the diffusing molecule plus the average 
radius of an air molecule; that is, S equals the dist.ance from the center of 
a diffusing molecule to the center of an average air molecule when the two 

0.180 0.200 0.220 0.240 0.260 0.280 0.300 0.320 0.340 
a~. 

Fig.4. 

are in collision; c1 is the mean velocity of all the molecules of the diffusing 
vapor and c1 of all the air molecules; cis 0.921 C where C = v3RTjM; 
D is the diffusion coefficient and n the number of molecules in 1 cc. of the 
gas at the temperature of the experiment and at 760 mm. pressure, since 
all the present values of D have been reduced to standard pressure; a 
is a correction which must be made for the persistence of velocity due to 
the mass of the diffusing molecule which is greater than the mass of the 
average air molecule. The manner in which a depends on the ratio of the 
two masses has been fully set forth by Jeans, and the plot of this relation
ship given in Fig. 4 is made from Jeans' calculated values. 

In using Equation 2 to obtain the radius of the diffusing molecule, the 
u Jeans, "The Dynamical Theory of Gases," Cambridge University Press, 1921, 

p. 316. 
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radius of the average air molecule must be subtracted from S. The value 
1.542 X I0-8 em. was taken as the radius for an average air molecule. 
This value was made up from Rankine's latest data for the radii of nitro
gen, oxygen, argon and water molecules, and from Leduc's values20 for the 
volumetric composition of air. It was assumed that the air in the diffu
sion space was one-half saturated with water vapor, although by actual 
test there was no detectable d.i.!Ierence between the values for the diliusion 
coefficient when the air was moist and when it was dry. 

Using the value 0.108 for the diffusion coefficient of iodine and substi
tuting in Equation 2, the average radius of the iodine molecule is found 
to be 2.29 X 10-s em. and its average cross-sectional area 16.5 X l0-16 

sq. em. Rankine found8
b by his viscosity method 15.6 X I0- 16 sq. em. 

The agreement is certainly very good (a difference of less than 6%) espe
cially since Rankine considers that his value may be in error by as much as 

TABLS I 
DIFFUSION DATA 

2 3 4 5 6 
Vapor Rate of evapn. Diff. 
press. mg./Sq. cm./hr. at coeff. 

Substance Fonuula Temp., °C. Mm. l- lem. ('760mm.) 

Iodine It 25 ± 0.01 0.305 1.665 ± 1.2% 0.108 
Benzene c.H. 42 (Winkelmann) ............ .100 
Beuzene Cilia 42 (LeBlanc and Wnppermann) .102 
Naphthalene CtoHs 25 ± 0.01 0.103 0.1588 ± 1.7% .0611 
Anthraceue CuH1o 99.2 ± 0.2 .033 .0679 ± 7% .0783 
Methane CR. (Rankine's value, viscosity method) 
Tolneue c.H,.CHs 25 ± 0.1 27.4 42.36 ± 3.6% .0844 
n-Octanc CsHu 25 ± .1 17.1 2.906 ± 1.3% .0602 
Ammonia NHs (Rankine's value, viscosity method) 
Aniline CsH,.NH, 25 ± .1 0.71 0.929 ± 7.5% .0726 
Dipheuyl CsH,.C.H, 25 ± .01 .0085 .0188 ± 6% .0727 
Benzidine H~N.CalL.CaH..NHt 99 ± .1 .00143 .00355 ± 8.5% .0555 

7 8 9 10 
Av. cross- Av. cro~s-

Av. sectional sectional Rrea by 
rndius in area in shadow method 

Substance Jlormula a to-• em. 10- .. sq. em. (sq. em.) 

Iodine I2 0.329 2.29 16.5 
Beuzeue CeRa .301 2.88 26.1} 28.9 
Benzene CeH• .301 2.84 25.3 
Naphthalene CtJis .320 3.70 42.9 40.5 
Anthracene CuRto .325 4.02 50.7 53.8 
Methane CH4 1.57 7.72 7.48 
Tolueue CeH •. CHa .309 3.01 28.5 31.5 
n-Octane CaH1a .316 3.79 45.1 (I) 42.1, (II) 33.2 
Ammonia NHa 1.43 6.40 
Aniline CJI,.NH, .310 3.41 36.6 
Dipheuyl CaHs.CsH6 .323 3.22 32.5 (I) 37.6, (II) 50.9 
Beuzidine H,N .C8H..CeH •. NH, .326 3.60 40.7 

to Leduc, Compt. rtmd., 123, 805 (1896). 
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several per cenl. This agreement encourages the belief that the general 
method described in this paper is able to give reliable values for diffusion 
coefficients and also for average cross-sectional areas. 

rrable I presents lhe experimental data and the calculated values (Col. 9) 
for the collision areas of the various molecules. 

The accuracy of the experimental values given in Col. 9 depends nol 
only on the accuracy of lhe determination of the rate of evaporation (Col. 
!5) but also on the reliability of the vapor-pres!-;ure data (Col. 4) and on 
the reliability of Equation 2. It seems irur to claim an accuracy of 2- 5% 
for the molecular areas of iodine and naphthalene, and of 5-15% for 
anthracene, toluene, octane, aniline, diphenyl and benzidine. 

The meaning of the values in Col. 10 will be explained in the next section. 
Benzene is too volatile at 25° to lend itself readily to e.'<amination by the 
present method and it is lo be hoped that Rankine and his co-workers will 
!'tudy benzene by the viscosity method. However, in Table I there are 
given the diffusion-coefficient values for benzene at -12°, found by Winkel
mann21 and by LeBlanc and Wuppermann.22 'fhe vapor pressures of 
naphthalene and toluene were taken from Barker,23 and of octane from 
Woringer.24 There appeared to be no vapor-pressure data for aniline at 
room temperature, and the value extrapolated to 25° from Kahlbaum's2~ 
data (43.1 ° and higher) seemed improbably low. An approximate de
termination was therefore made with Lbe usual 4-bulb tensimeter, using 
paraffin oil as the manometer liquid, and the value 0.71 mm. (mercury) 
was fotmd for 25° ='= 0.1 °. All of the other Yapor pressures in Table I 
were determined by a modification of Knudsen's method described else
whcre.26 The author is indebted to Dr. T. H. Swan of this Laboratory for 
the vapor-pressure determination for diphenyl and also for checking 
Barker's value for naphthalene, and to Mr. G. M . Karns for those of benzi
dine and anthracene. The value for anthracene at 99.2° is in good agree
ment with that of ~iederschulte for 100°; namely, 0.04 mm.27 Thanks 
are also due Mr. L. C. Swallen and Mr. H. B. Hass for assistance in the 
measurement of the diffusion coefficients of toluene, octane and diphenyl, 
and Mr. W. W. Mills for the preparation of the purified iodine. 

Discussion of Results 
No inferences about the shape of a molecule can be drawn from a knowl

edge of its average cross section alone. But if we build a model of the 
21 Winkelmann, (a) Landolt-Bornstein, "Tabellen," Julius Springer, 1912, 4th 

edition, p. 137. 
u LeBlanc and Wuppermann, z. physik. Chern., 911 143 (1916). 
u Barker, ibid., 711 235 (1910). 
"Woringer, ibid., 341 257 (1900). 
u Kahlbaum, ibid., 261 603 (1898). 
!G Swan and Mack, THIS JoURNAL, 47,2112 (1025). 
27 Ref. 21 a, p. 394. 
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molecule based on chemical behavior or on X-ray examination, or on other 
types of evidence and, having made the model to scale, determine its aver
age cross-section by some projection method, a close agreement between 
the diffusion value for the cross section and the model's cross section might 
reasonably be construed as excellent grounds for thinking the model a good 
one, especially if the extension of this procedure to a whole family or series 
of chemical compounds yielded consistent agreement. 

The average cross-sectional area of a model would be the average area 
presented by the model when viewed from all directions or, what amounts 
to the same thing, the average area viewed from one direction when the 
model is turned through all possiple positions. When a stationary model 
is viewed from a certain di
rection, let us say from the 
front, there are five other 
directions, or six directions 
in all, 90° apart, from which 
the model may be observed; 
namely, front, back, right, 
left, above and below. In 
the same way, there are 2() 
directions 45° apart, 114 
directions 22.5° apart, etc. 
Obviously, the cross
sectional area as viewed 
from any one direction is 
the same as that from the 
exactly opposite direction 
as, for example, from the 
front and from the back. 
In order to obtain the av-
erage cross section of the 

Fig. 5. 

model for directions 90° apart, only three observations are necessary; for 
directions 45° apart, 13 observations, for 22.5°, 57 observations, etc. 

Models were constructed of beeswax and were mounted on the device 
shown in Fig. 5. Shadows of the model were thrown on a paper screen 
by a strong beam of pa! allellight coming from a stereopticon lantern and 
a suitable lens system. The model was easily brought successively into 
all of the desired positions by turning it through the required angle meas
ured on the upper protractor of the figure and at the same time clipping 
the model through the required angle on the lower protractor. The 
outline of each shadow was traced with a pencil, and its area computed 
with a planimeter. Since every position of the diffusing molecule is equally 
probable, the average cross section of the model is found simply by adding 
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up all the shadow areas and dividing the stim by the number of shadows. 
Each model was constructed to scale so that 1 em. represented 1 A. (10- 8 

em.). Consequently, the value found for the ,model's average shadow area 
in sq. em. would also represent the average cross section of the molecule 
itself in 10-16 sq. em. 

The question naturally arises as to how many shadow positions must 
be taken to obtain a fair average value. If the model were a sphere, one 
shadow would suffice, and of course the more nearly spherical in shape the 
model, the smaller would be tl1e necessary number of shadows. Table 
II shows that even for as slender a model as that of anthracene, the average 
shadow area rapidly approaches an asymptotic value, as the number of 
positions increases. 

TADLU II 

THS RAPID APPROACH TO AsVMP'l'OTIC VALUE 

No. of positions 3 13 57 
Dui. in angle, deg. 90 45 22.5 
Av. shadow area, sq. em. 41.1 52.8 53.8 

All of the shadow areas in Col. 10 of 1'able I are for 13 positions 45° 
apart, and they undoubtedly have values very close to those for an infinite 
number of positions. 

Benzene, Naphthalene and Anthracene 
The dimensions of the molecules of naphthalene and anthracene have 

been inferred by W. H. Bragg3 from the X-ray examination of the crystals 

c 

Fig. 6.-Anthraccne. 

and from crystallographic data 
(axial ratios and angles, and the 
density) and the results have 
been found to be in good agree
ment with Bragg's hypothesis 
that 6-membered carbon-atom 
rings of approximately the same 
size and shape as those present 
in the diamond lattice also exist 
in the molecules of such aro
matic compounds as benzene, 
naphthalene, anthracene, 

phenol, etc. Fig. 6 shows the suggested arrangement of the atoms in 
anthracene. (The carbon atoms might just as well be represented by 
tetrahedra as by spheres.) When the four carbon atoms on the right are 
removed and hydrogen atoms Ct?-e smaller spheres) attached to the t:wo 
carbon atoms C and D, we obtain naphthalene. The diameter of the c~ 
bon atoms is approximately 1.50 A.., and the angles of the bonds holding 
together the carbon atoms a1;1d the carbon and hydrogen atoms are tetra-
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hedral angles, 10U0 2S'. Bragg's X-ray measurements show that the 
difference in length of the naphthalene and anthracene molecules is 2.5 A., 
which is almost exactly the distance A-c across the G-membcred ring 
of the diamond lattice. By subtracting the over-all length (9.00 A.) 
of the carbon rings in anthracene from Bragg's experimental value for 
the l<'ngth (IUS A.) of the whole molecule, and dividing by 2 we obtain 
the length of the space occupied by the hydrogen atoms at each end. 
This is 1.0!) A. in anthracene and also in naphthalene. If we take into 
account the angle at which the hydrogen atoms are attached to the carbon 
atoms, we find that the e1Iective diameter of the hydrogen atoms is 1.35 A., 
or the distance from the center of a carbon atom to the outermost surface 
of the attached hydrogen atom is 0.75 + 1.35 or 2.10 A. 

In preparing the skeletal model shown in Fig. 6 for examination by the 
shadow method for determination of its average cross section we arc per-

Fig. 7 . .-Anthracene. Fig. 8.-Naphthalene. 

haps justified in making a solid model of it by enclosing it with plane 
bounding surfaces tangent to the hydrogen atoms, as shown in Fig. 7. 
The justification for this procedure is that the molecule itself possesses 
a certain field of force, molecular domain, or co-volume, into which mole
cules of air cannot penetrate (during the diffusion of anthracene molecules 
through air). The solid models of anthracene and naphthalene, shown 
in Figs. 7 and 8, have been made up from Bragg's values, letting 1 em. 
equal 1 A. 'fhe sharp edges and corners, and the re-entrant angles cer
tainly have very little, if any significance. But since we have no means of 
knowing in just what manner the field of force is rounded off, we may 
adopt the models as shown as the best approximations which can be made 
for the present. It should be pointed out that the depth of the skeletal 
structures for naphthalene and anthracene (about 2 A.) is not as great as 
the depth of the solid models, in which we have used approximately Bragg's 
value for the depth, 3.02 A., which is the depth deduced for the molecules 
as they are packed together face to face in the crystal solid. Of course, 
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it does not follow necessarily that the molecules will exhibit the same size 
to kinetic-diffusion tests that they do to X-ray examination; in fact it has 
already been shown by workers in this field that viscosity values for the 
radii of molecules of neon, argon, krypton and xenon are distinctly differ
ent from the X-ray values. 

In the present case, however, the agreement between the experimentally 
determined cross sections for both naphthalene and anthracene, namely, 
42.9 and 50.7 X IQ-16 sq. em., and the average shadow areas of the Bragg 
models, 40.5 and 53.8 sq. em., is remarkably close (Col: 10, Table I). 

Fig. 9 represents the model for benzene, which is also made by attaching 
hydrogen atoms of effective diameter 1.35 A. to the diamond carbon ring. 
'The resulting dimensions are slightly different from those suggested by 
:Bragg based on X-ray examination of solid benzene. But the shadow area 
is practically the same for both models. The agreement between the 
shadow area 28.9 and the e.'<perimental value for the cross section 2.J.:~ 
is fair. But it is probable that the value 25.3 obtained from the diffusion 
coefficient of LeBlanc and Wuppcrmann (which seems more reliable than 
that of Winkelmann) is too high, due to the errors inherent in the diffusion 

method employed. 

Fig. 9.-Benzene. 

' I 
• 

H H 

l H H 
l4-- 5.0 

Fig. 10.-Huggins' model 
for benzene. 

The value found by Adam2 for the cross-sectional area (23.8 X 10-
16 

sq. em.) of the benzene group tipped up on end in an oriented molecule of 
an oil film, and viewed from above, is in substantial agreement with the 

model of Fig. 9. 
Huggins7 has also proposed models for benzene and other aromatic 

molecules, which seem to fit very well some of the crystallographic data 
(axial ratios and angles, and the density). Fig. 10 shows the model for 
benzene. Since in Huggins' suggested arrangement of the molecules in 
the crystal lattice of benzene the vertical distance, between centers, from 
one molecule to the next one above it is 7.86 A., we might fairly consider 
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7.86 A. as the height of the molecule, or at least as the height of its molec
ular domain. This means that the hydrogen atoms would have an effec
tive diameter of about 1.9 A. and that the average cross section of the 
model would be about 30 sq. em., for naphthalene about 45.5, and for 
anthracene about 59.5. These values arc too large to fit the diffusion 
data. This is not necessarily a serious objection to Huggins' theory of 
the lattice structUl'e of the crystals of aromatic compounds since, as has 
already been said, there is no good reason for expecting molecules to ex
hibit exactly the same shape and volume when they are individual gas 
molecules that they do when parts of a solid crystal. 

When we construct a model of the gaseous benzene molecule by taking 
Huggins' 6-mcmbered carbon ring and attaching hydrogen atoms of effec
tive diameter 1.35 A.., as in the Bragg model, the average cross section 
becomes about 24.0 sq. em. In the same way, for naphthalene it would 
be about 35.5 and for anthracene about 51.0. 

Methane and Toluene 

If we assume that the effective diameters of the carbon atom and the 
four hydrogen atoms in the methane molecule arc the same that they are 
in naphthalene and anthracene, the model for methane is that shown in 
Fig. 11. The average shadow area for this model is 7.48 sq. em., which 
agrees quite well with Rankine's value for the molecule 
itself, 7.72 X IQ-16 sq. em., found by the viscosity 
method. 

The toluene model, which need not be shown, was 
simply made from the models of benzene and methane, 
and gave an average shadow area of 31.5 sq. em.; it 

f . h th . tal Fig. 11.-Methane. shows the same order o agreement w1t e expenmen 
value as does that of benzene. Since the methyl group is attached to the 
phenyl group by a single bond, it is no doubt free to rotate around the axis 
of the bond to some equilibrium position with respect to the phenyl group, 
and while we do not know what this position is, it is true that the shadow 
area for any other position would not be appreciably different from that 
which was determined. 

Octane 

Langmuir has shown through his oil-film experiments that the carbon 
atoms in aliphatic chain compounds are arranged in a zigzag fashion. 
MUller and Shearer8 have confirmed his conclusions by X-ray examination. 
They have further concluded that the character of the zigzag arrangement 
may differ in different cases. For example, in the ester octyl-palmitate, 
represented in Fig. 12, MUller and Shearer interpret their X-ray data as 
showing that the alcohol end of the molecule (the part below the carboxyl 
group in the figure) has its carbon atoms arranged in the manner depicted 
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in the drawing, and that the carbon atoms of the acid part of the molecule 
are connected together in an entirely dillercnt way, as shown. All of the 
angles between the bonds holding the carbon atoms together are in both 
cases tetrahedral angles, approximately 109°. 

It would be very interesting to determine what the type of arrangement 
is in then-octane molecule. Two beeswax models were madi! ,one on the 
assumption that the carbon ato.rn~L are arranged as in the ~ part of 
Fig. 12, the other as in the ~part. Hydrogen atoms, of the same 
diameter as in methane, were attached to each carbon atom. Each hy
drogen atom in the long rows of the figure is directly above, and conceals 
a hydrogen atom lying below it on a lip~erpendicular to t.he plane of the 
paper. Viewed from the end, the~ octane model has a rectangular 
cross section 3.86 em. wide and 3.67 em. deep, with t.he corners rounded 
to correspond to the curvature of the hydrogen atoms. The ends taper 
like those of a pyramid. The length from tip to tip is 12.21 em. The 
'lfger octane is obviously much shorter, only 10.7; it is -!.10 ·wide, and 

Fig. 12. 

its ~f1pth (perpendicular to the plane of the paper) is the same as for the 
1;-~t- octane, and also the same as the length of the edge of the methane 
molecule, namely, 3.67 em. The average shadow area for the smaller 
model is 33.2 sq. em., for the larger 42.1. The latter is in good agree
ment with the experimental dillusion value 45.1 X lQ-16 sq. em., and 
hence the diffusion evidence is strongly in favor of the same zigzag ar
rangement for octane as found by Muller and Shearer for the alcohol part 
of the ester molecule. 

Huggins' theory would lead to no dillerent structure for aliphatic carbon 
chains than that presented here. 

Diphenyl 
A considerable quantity of chemical evidenceD.l0•11•12 has been brought 

forward to support the view that diphenyl does not have an extended 
structure, such as shown in Fig. 13, but that one phenyl group is bent back 
on the other one to give a folded or collapsed structure. This information 
about the structure of diphenyl was brought to the author's attention 
by Dr. Homer Adkins of the University of Wisconsin, who suggested that 
it might be worth while to study diphenyl. The extended model of Fig. 

Oct., 19 

13 gave 
Fig. 14, 
face, un1 
for the : 
linked t< 
because 
shadow~ 

with the 
the expeJ 
case of 1 

There 
13 and 1 
other, ru; 

bond cot 

Fig. 1 

the valu{ 
as does t 
or not th 
diphenyl, 
32.5 X 1 
10-18 sq. 
is clearly 

When1 
(with hy 
average< 
form is n 
of diame1 
erage cro: 
thermore. 
carbon a1 



ol. 47 Oct., 1925 CROSS-SSCTIONAL ARSAS OF MOLSCULSS 2481 

13 gave an average shadow area of 50.9 sq. em. The collapsed model of 
Fig. 14 was constructed by pushing together two phenyl groups, face to 
face, until the carbon atoms touched. This produced a depth of 5.0 em. 
for the model. The end of the molecule at which the two groups are 
linked together, the "hinge" end, was rounded off, as shown in the figure, 
because of the detachment of the two hydrogen atoms. The average 
shadow area of this collapsed model is 37.6 sq. em., in fairly good agreement 
with the experimental result 32.5 X 10-16 sq. em., quite possibly within 
the experimental error and certainly in much better agreement than in the 
case of the extended form. 

There are several other positions, intermediate between those of Figs. 
13 and 14, which the two phenyl groups might take with respect to each 
other, assuming always tetrahedral bonding and free rotation, about the 
bond connecting the two phenyl groups, to a most stable position. But 

Fig. 13.-Diphenyl, extended. Fig. 14.-Diphenyl, collapsed. 

the value for none of these would check as well with the diffusion value 
as does that of the model of Fig. 14. Regardless, however, of whether 
or not the model of Fig. 14 is a fair representation of the real structure of 
diphenyl, the diffusion value for the average cross section of diphenyl, 
32.5 X IO-to sq. em., is so slightly larger than that for benzene, 25.3 X 
10-u sq. em., that some sort of a highly collapsed structure for diphenyl 
is clearly indicated. 

When two of Huggins' models for benzene are combined to give diphenyl 
(with hydrogen atoms of diameter 1.9) the eJo..1:ended molecule has an 
average cross section of about 55 sq. em., and the most highly collapsed 
form is not much smaller, about 53 sq. em. Even with hydrogen atoms 
of diameter as small as 1.35, the extended and collapsed models have av
erage cross-sectional areas of about 45 and 43 sq. em., respectively. Fur
thermore, it seems doubtful whether, with the Huggins' model, the extreme 
carbon atoms of the two phenyl groups could be brought closely enough 
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together in the collapsed form to satisfy the demands of the chemical 
evidence regarding the nature of the bridging which occurs between these 
two positions, each para to the hinge comer of the rings 

Ammonia, Aniline and Benzidine 

There seems to be hardly enough information about the size of the nitro
gen atom, and the distance between the centers of atoms of nitrogen and 
hydrogen and of nitrogen and carbon chemically combined, to permit 
the construction of models of ammonia, aniline and benzidine. It is best 
for the present, at least, merely to point out that the experimental values 
for the average cross sections listed in Table I, Col. 9 (the ammonia value 
is Rankine's) are of the right order of magnitude. The small cross 
section of benzidine suggests the conclusion that it, too, like diphenyl, 
possesses a highly collapsed structure. 

There are some chemical reasons for believing that the nitro analog 
of benzidine, that is, p-dinitro-diphenyl has an exlmded structure. We 
arc at present engaged in testing this hypothesis by the diffusion method. 
Work is also in progress on the molecules of di- and triphenylamine, di-, 
tri- and tetraphenylmclhane, fumaric and maleic acids, two diphenic acids 
and other compounds. 

Summary 

1. A new and simple method for the determination of the diffusion 
coefficients of volatile substances is described. 

2. From the diffusion coefficients the average cross-sectional areas 
of the molecules of iodine, benzene, naphthalene, anthracene, toluene 
diphenyl, aniline and benzidine are calculated by the Stefan-Maxwell
Jeans equation. 

3. The cross sections of molecules so determined are compared with 
the average cross sections of the molecules of benzene, naphthalene and 
anthracene proposed by Bragg from X-ray analysis. :Models of Bragg's 
molecules have been constructed of wax, to scale, and the average cross 
sections determined by a shadow-projection method. The agreement is 
very good. Values determined from Huggins' models do not agree with 
the diffusion values quite so well. 

4.. It is shown that the carbon atoms in the chain of the n-octane 
molecule are probably arranged in the same zigzag manner as found by 
X-ray examination by Milller and Shearer for the alcohol part of ester 
molecules. The diffusion method confirms the conclusion, based on chem
ical evidence, that diphenyl and benzidine have a collapsed structure. 

CoLUMllUS, Onto 
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10, 1893. He attended Centre College for two yens, and then entered 
Princeton University, from which he was graduated in 1913 with tht' 
B.A . degree, mngna cum laude, and with highest honors in Chemistry. 
lle continued at Princeton University, !rom which he 1·eceived th<' 
~1.A. deg1·ee in 1914 nnd the Ph.D. degree in 1916 . .From 1915 to 1917 
he was an instructor in chemistry at West Virginia University. At 
the outbrenk of the World Wv.r I he en.tered the newly estublished 
Chemical Warfare Service a~ first lieutenant and advanced to the 
rnnk of nHtjo1·. In 19Hl he joined the Ohio State staff as Assistant 
Professo1· of Chemistry. Six years lat<:r he was advanced to a full 
professorship. He remnined at Ohio Stute until 1935, when he left 
to become Chairmnn of the Department of Chemistry at the University 
<•f North Carolina. After four years in this position he l'cturned to 
Columbus as a staff member of Battelle Memorial Institute in charge 
of research education. In 1941 he ·was elected Chairman of the 
Chemistry Department at Ohio State. During much of World War II 
Professor ?vlack was actively ~ngaged in the direction o{ research 
on the Manhattan Project. He resigned his chairmanship in October, 
1955, with the intention of dev., ~i ng himself to a program of research 
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" directorship of the Onk Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies from 
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Professor Mack was a member o( many dubs, frate1·nities, and 
scientific societies. He w:.:; especially active in the affairs of the 
American Chemical Society, being at v~trious times Chairman o{ the 
Columbus Section, Chnirm"n o! the North Carolina Section, and 
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editor of Chemical Abst1·acts, and an associate editor of both the 
Journal of the American Chemical Society nnd the Journal of Physical 
Chemistry. He received many honors, including honorary doctorates 
(rom the University of North Carolina (1944) and Centre ColleK'' 
( 1949). 

By his colleague:> in the Department of Chemistry, P1·ofessor 
i\luck will be long reml.'rnbel't'd as their ardent champion for the 
udvancement of Chemistry at The Ohiu St!\te University. HI.' worked 
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depa1·tment. He was especially sensitive to the needs of students, both 
undergraduate and gr~duate, a~d he helped a great many in various 
wars t.o completP therr educatiOn here. Professor Mack was also 
actrve m the general affairs of the University. 
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Louise Marson Mack, age 89. Died Friday, 
October 13, 1989 at Riverside Hospital. Cuu
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retirement in 1965. Preceded in death by 
husband, Edward Mack, Jr. in 1956 (who was 
Chairman of the Chemistrf Dcpt. at OSU), 
Also preceded in death by sister, Ethel Mat
son Smith in 1985. Survived by daughters and 
sons-in-law, Mary Ashley and John A. Gustaf
son, Willoughby, Ohio, Susan M. and Robert 
L. Runkle, Cedar Falls, Iowa; son, George M_. _ 

Mack, Seattle, Wash.; 11 grandchildren; 6 
great-grandchildren. Member of First Con
gregational Church and P.E.O. Chapter C. 
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University Women's Club. She was a gradu
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and Browning Dramatic Society. Memorial 
service 1:30 p.m. Sunday, October 15, at 
Hillside House Chapel, First Community Vil
lage. Rev. Ron Hooker omciating. Private 
interment. Arrangements by SCHOE
DINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zol
linger Rd. Contributions may be made to tbe 
First Community Village Health care Cen· 
ter, 1801 Riverside Dr., Columbus, Ob. 43212, 
in her memory. 


