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FROM THE HEAD OF RBMS 


Over the past four years, we have com
mented frequently and in depth about the 
renovation project of the William Oxley 
Thompson Main Library and, in particular, 
the attention paid to the Ohio State Univer
sity Libraries' Special Collections. As the 
staff members of the Rare Books and 
Manuscripts Library and the William Char
vat Collection of American Literature, in 
partnership with our colleagues in the Hi
landar Research Library and the Lawrence 
and Lee Theatre Research Institute Library, 
approach the end of our first year in 
Thompson Library (and f will repeat, a final 
time, that it is a magnificent facility), we 
must deemphasize our attention to bricks 
and mortar and reemphasize our commit
ments to our primary missions : the access 
and preservation of our research collec
tions. 

The renovated facility has engendered 
interest and excitement in all aspects of the 
Library and, of course, Rare Books and 
Charvat have certainly received their share 
of increased attention. Our departmental 
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teaching commitments, visiting scholars, 
educational programming, special events and 
exhibitions have never been so extensive and 
we are confident that these efforts to pro
mote and publicize the rare and often unique 
resources at Ohio State will lead to increased 
public and private support. 

Special Collections at Ohio State have al
ways benefitted from our central Library 
administration both in terms of tangible sup
port and encouragement as well as the pro
motion of our activities to broader local, 
state, regional and national constituencies. 
Carol Diedrichs, newly appointed Director 
of OSU Libraries, has publically voiced her 
recognition of the importance of special col
lections to enhance the distinction of major 
research libraries. In brief, we look to a 
hopeful future, and, though [ describe our 
current situation in broad strokes for this 
Newsletter, I look forward to more detailed 
reports of plans and accomplishments in our 
future communications. 

- Geoffrey D. Smith 

BOOK ACADEMY" 

On 13-15 July, the Rare Books & Manuscripts Library 
hosted its first "Rare Books Academy" for children. Fifteen 
students-from Columbus and as far afield as Morgan
town, WV-enrol.led and spent three days learning how 
manuscript books were made in the Middle Ages, how 
books were printed in the hand-press period, and how li
brarians and conservators today help to ensure that old and 
rare books will continue to survive for years to come. The 
students didn't just learn things about the history of books, 
however; they also learned how to make their own manu
script and hand-printed products. They practiced the me
dieval technique of "pouncing," a method of illustration in 
which the artist lays a picture on top of a piece of parch
ment, pricks holes around its outline piercing both the illus
tration and the parchment beneath, and rubs colored chalk 

cont. on p. 2 
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INTERNATIONAL AVANT WRITING SYMPOSIUM 

This August J9-21 the Library will be invaded by an exciting information, and/or to be added to an email information 
horde of writers, scholars, altists, and others for the 2nd Avant 
Writing Symposium. There will be some 50 presentations, per
formances, papers, readings, installations, exhibits, and other 
events, and an untold number of observers, fans, scholars, and 
kibitzers. Sponsored by The Avant Writing Collection and the 
Rare Books & MSS Library, with additional support from The 
Department of Spanish & Portuguese and The Center for Latin 
American Studies, the attendees and presenters will come from 
aJi over the United States and Latin America, and other parts, all 
with a focus on various of the Avant Gardes active in the world 
today, primarily those using language in some form or other. 
Events will take place in the Thompson Library, at OSU's Ur
ban Arts Space, and at Sky lab in downtown Columbus. In ad
dition to the presentations and performances, there will be an 
exhibit in Thompson Library, and at Sky lab, and a room dedi
cated to continual presentations of electronic and digital poetry 
and literature. 

The previous Symposium, in 2002, was a huge success, and is 
still being talked about. So if you want to learn about literary 
innovation, experimentation, multi-lingualism, visual poetry, 
performance poetry, Fluxus poetry, collaborative literature, 
sound poetry, and much much more, this is your opportunity. 

Contact John M. Bennett for further information, registration 

Bennert.23@osll.edu or 614-292-3029 
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over the pierced illustration that passes through the pricked 
holes onto the parchment to form dots that the artist then con
nects to complete the illustration. Students also printed their 
own sheets on hand-presses at the Logan Elm Press, experi
mented with calligraphy, learned how to bind their own 
manuscript booklets, and lent a hand ,in the Libraries' conser
vation lab by treating old paper with a deacidifying spray-gun. 

The students produced the ir own sheepskin-bound booklets, 
including pounced and free-hand illustrations, decorated ini
tials, short stories and more. All fifteen booklets were high
lighted in a ten-day long "Rare Books Academy" exhibition in 
the Special Collections display area on the first floor of 
Thompson Library. Like the manuscripts and old books 
they ' re modeled after, each of these booklets has its own 
unique qualities and charm that reflect the interests and preoc
cupations of their makers. More importantly, they all also 
embody the thoughtfulness, creativity, effort- and fun-that 
goes into the design and use of books. 

mailto:Bennert.23@osll.edu
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AVANT WRITING COLLECTION 
FEATURED IMAGE 

"AUOE" by REA NIKONOVA, a contemporary Russian translinguistic poet in the Zaumist tradition from the Jim Leftwich Col
lection (SPEC.RARE.CMS.124). Visit the Avant Writing Collection 's webpage at: 
hnp:lllibrarv.osu.edu/sites/rarebooks/avantwritingi 
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UNlVERSrfY LIBRARIES I 

Rare Books & Manuscripts Library 
119 Thompson Library 
1858 Neil Avenue 

Voice (614) 292-5938 
Fax (614) 688-4150 
library.osu.edu 
rarebooks@osu.edu 

RARE BOOKS FUNDS & ENDOWMENTS 

Special endowments and funds help support the teaching, research, outreach, collecting, and conservation missions of 
the Rare Books and Manuscripts Library. Without these funds, much of our work would be, at best, more difficult and, 
at worst, impossible. All of our endowments and funds are open for additional donations which will help insure the 

health of our collections and enhance research, curricular, and acqu i1sition opportunities far into the future. If you would 
like to make a contribution to the Rare Books and Manuscripts Library, please make a check out to The Ohio State 

University Libraries and designate the fund: 

Friends of Rare Books (general funds) 

Donald Wing Endowment (English imprints, 1640-1700) 

Anne & Ray Groves Rare Books & Manuscripts Fund 

Friends of the William Charvat Collection of American Fiction 

Emanuel Rudolph Children's Science Collection Endowment 

Philip Keenan History of Astronomy Collection Endowment 

Meek Endowment (James Thurber and Thurber-related materials) 

Bennett Avant Writing Collection Endowment 

Lee & Fred D. Pfening, Jr. Fund (preservation and conservation) 

Ann W. and Emanuel D. Rudolph Friends of the Library Preservation Fund 

mailto:rarebooks@osu.edu
http:library.osu.edu

