
 

 

Collection not only for their 
own research but also for 
developing thesis and disser-
tation topics among their 
many talented graduate stu-
dents.  Further, the Tarver 
Collection will be securely 
housed with the RBMS col-
lections that are accessible to 
an international scholarly 
community. 

     RBMS is excited to an-
nounce the acquisition of the 
Jerry Tarver Collection of 
Elocution, Rhetoric and Ora-
tory.  The collection is a gift 
of Dr. Tarver, Professor 
Emeritus and former chair of 
the Speech Communications 
Department at the University 
of Richmond.  Addressed 
affectionately by colleagues 
as the “Dean of Speechwrit-
ers,” Dr. Tarver, founder and 
head of Tarver Communica-
tion Services, has designed 
and conducted communica-
tion training for government 
officers and business execu-
tives throughout the United 
States and Canada.  An avid 
book collector Dr. Tarver 

had, over the course of his 
illustrious career, developed 
a personal library of nine-
teenth-century elocution, 
rhetoric  and oratory that 
numbers over 3,000 titles. 
The collection has been re-
ceived by RBMS and is cur-
rently being processed. 
     The Tarver Collection is a 
fine example of collection 
development in concert with 
faculty research, for the his-
tory of rhetoric, literacy 
studies and composition are 
distinct strengths in OSU’s 
Departments of English and 
History and the College of 
Education.  An outstanding 
faculty in these fields will be 
able to utilize the Tarver 

     It is with mixed feelings 
that the Rare Books and 
Man u s c r ip t s  L ib r a r y 
(RBMS) of The Ohio State 
University Libraries an-
nounces the resignation of 
Dr. Steven K. Galbraith 
who, on July 1, began his 
duties as the Curator of 
Books at the Folger Shake-
speare Library in Washing-
ton D. C.   
     In his tenure with RBMS 
Steven has left an indelible 

mark including the incep-
tion of this newsletter, 
which you are reading now.  
Steven greatly enriched  our 
provenance files (essential 
documents for current re-
searchers), was a consum-
mate teacher, assisted many 
other faculty with their re-
search and teaching, made 
many significant acquisi-
tions for our early modern 
holdings, facilitated donor 
relations and much more 

than can be noted here.   
Moreover, he was the most 
amiable of colleagues who 
developed warm relations 
with faculty, staff and stu-
dents across campus.   
     Steven’s research centers 
on Edmund Spenser and the 
history of the book for the 
sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries and the Folger 
Shakespeare Library, in the 
estimate of many scholars, 
is the richest holding of 

English Renaissance books 
in the world.  For Steven to 
be appointed head of the 
book collection of that es-
teemed library is a once in 
lifetime opportunity that he 
had to accept and all of us 
at RBMS and Ohio State 
are proud of him.  We miss 
him, but it will be a contin-
ued delight to observe the 
development of a wonderful 
career in the world of rare 
books. 
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 The Rare Books and 
Manuscripts Library is 
pleased to announce an 
exhibit of selected works by 
Lillian Feldman Schwartz, 
an acclaimed early innova-
tor in computer graphics, 
programs, designs, films, 
and computer-controlled 
and constructed sculptures.  
The works are part of the 
larger Lillian Feldman 
Schwartz Collection do-
nated by the artist to The 
Ohio State University Li-
braries. The exhibit will run 
from November 1 through 
December 14, 2007 at the 
Faculty Club, 181 South 
Oval Drive, Columbus, OH  
43210. 
     This first showing of 
Schwartz’s works on cam-
pus spans much of the art-
ist’s career, from her early 
pre-computer works, to 
current experiments with 
3D imagery, focusing on 
two-dimensional works - 
paintings, collages and 
prints.  Many of her sculp-
tures are large, kinetic 
works and will not be avail-
able for viewing at this 
time.  However, a highlight 
of the opening night was the 
in teract ive sculpture , 
Proxima Centauri, one of 

nine works selected from 
around the world by The 
Museum of Modern Art for 
the pivotal 1968-69 exhibit, 
“The machine: as seen at 
the end of the mechanical 
age.” 
     Schwartz won numerous 
awards for her animated 
films and documentaries.  
In conjunction with the ex-
hibit The Wexner Center for 
the Arts screened a selec-
tion of Schwartz’s films the 
evening of November 13th.  
The Wexner Center show 
featured some of her best 
known short computer an-
imations, such as Pixillation 
and Googolplex.   
 The Lillian Feldman 
Schwartz Collection is com-
prised of art works in a vari-
ety of media, such as films, 
photographs, paintings, 
drawings, prints, silk 
screens, etchings and sculp-
tures, as well as documenta-
tion for projects, journals, 
correspondence and the 
artist’s book collection.  
Researchers exploring the 
development of computer 
art will find a wealth of 
information here. 

T H E  A R T I S T / C O M P U T E R  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  
T h e  L i l l i a n  F e l d m a n  S c h w a r t z  C o l l e c t i o n  

Geoff Smith and Lisa Iacobellis with Lillian Schwartz 
(photo: Sheley Napier) 

 
AVANT WRITING COLLECTION FEATURED IMAGE 

 
The Avant Writing Collection has an extensive collection of published work, correspondence, manuscripts, and other mate-
rials from its curator, John M. Bennett.  Bennett is a writer of international reputation who has produced work in wide vari-
ety of genres and media.  To the right is  a visual poem titled "Under the Bed a Moon", done in 1987 using acrylic paint 
applied with rubber car parts, and drawing pencils.   
 
The Avant Writing Collection's web page is at  http://library.osu.edu/sites/rarebooks/avantwriting/ 
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T h u r b e r :  U n p u b l i s h e d  a n d  U n c e n s o r e d  

Featured speaker, Tony Cochran   (photo: Sheley Napier) 

     A preview reception on May 24th kicked off the opening 
of  Thurber: Unpublished and Uncensored. Sex War and 
Dogs.” Tony Cochran, creator of the syndicated cartoon 
“Agnes” was the featured speaker.  
     The event was well attended and gave many an opportu-
nity to see the thirty-nine previously unseen works. The 
exhibit was held at the Thurber Center, 91 Jefferson Ave-
nue, and ran through September 14. 

Rebecca Jewett, Tony Cochran, Pat Shannon, of the  
Thurber House and Geoff  Smith 
(photo: Sheley Napier) 


