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When you brainstorm vocabulary words and phrases that have to do with your research idea what you’re really doing is exploring the many concepts that relate to your idea, as well as aspects or sub-categories of your topic.  The words and phrases can represent:

· Synonyms/identical concepts (advertisements and commercials)

· Antonyms/opposite concepts (favorable and unfavorable)

· Related but not identical concepts (pundits and reporters)

· Broader concepts (basketball(sports)
· Narrower concepts (sports(basketball)

· Similar words that describe similar concepts (fame and famous).  
Thinking about all these possibilities may help you refocus your original research idea into one that’s timely, compelling and relevant.  This will help when you’ve begun with a broad or vague idea, as well as when you’ve begun with a specific idea that’s too narrow.  
When you begin to look for information with which to substantiate your idea having a range of vocabulary in hand will help.  If your idea is too broad you’ll probably be overwhelmed with information.  If your idea is too narrow you’ll have a hard time finding enough suitable information.  If you keep your vocabulary flexible, however, you’ll have many more options for finding the information you really need for your research project.
This exercise will give you some practice with analyzing your research idea into its component concepts.  From those concepts you’ll practice generating keywords and phrases that you can use in your searches of library catalogs, databases, web search engines, and other tools.   On the next page you’ll find an example of what you’ll be doing.  

Note:  If you’re having trouble brainstorming vocabulary, you can consult a dictionary (http://library.ohio-state.edu/record=e1000266~S7) or a thesaurus (http://library.ohio-state.edu/record=e1000327~S7.)  
SAMPLE EXERCISE (ONE CONCEPT)

1. Write down a research idea (or a research “topic” or research “subject” – a broad idea that you want to explore in your project.
Research Idea-- [EXAMPLE]: 
rhetorical strategies in presidential campaigns
2. Analyze your research idea and break it down into the most important concepts, or components, contained in your idea.  You must have at least 2 but no more than 4 concepts. (Concepts occasionally may be short phrases, but only if those phrases can’t be sub-divided into separate concepts.  That is, the phrase “Vietnam veteran” has to be two separate concepts—because the concept of the specific war is different from the concept of “veteran”.  You will need to be ready to brainstorm each word separately. )
Concepts-- [EXAMPLES]:  
a)   rhetoric

b)  presidential


c)  campaigns
3. Take each concept word (or phrase) and by brainstorming try to fill up as many columns as you can in its matching table.  Note:  You may not be able to think of entries for each column—just try your best.
Concept a:  rhetoric
	SYNONYMS
(same meaning)
	ANTONYMS
(opposite meaning)
	RELATED 
(but not synonyms)
	BROADER TERMS
(football(sports)
	NARROWER TERMS
(sports(.football)
	VARIANT FORMS (teach, teaching, teacher, teachers)

	Argument
Discourse


	Narrative
Story


	Conversation
Speech

Language

Speaker

Audience

Message

Word choice

Tone
	
	Communicate(speak
Communicate(write
	Rhetorical

Rhetorician

Argument

Argumentative

Speech

Speaker




Now, you try.  
Research idea:

Component concepts:
a)


b)


c)


d)

Concept  a: 
	SYNONYMS
	ANTONYMS
	RELATED (but not synonyms)
	BROADER TERMS
	NARROWER TERMS
	VARIANT FORMS (e.g., teach, teaching, teacher, teachers)

	
	
	
	
	
	


Concept b:
	SYNONYMS
	ANTONYMS
	RELATED (but not synonyms)
	BROADER TERMS
	NARROWER TERMS
	VARIANT FORMS (e.g., teach, teaching, teacher, teachers)

	
	
	
	
	
	


Concept c:
	SYNONYMS
	ANTONYMS
	RELATED (but not synonyms)
	BROADER TERMS
	NARROWER TERMS
	VARIANT FORMS (e.g., teach, teaching, teacher, teachers)

	
	
	
	
	
	


Concept d:
	SYNONYMS
	ANTONYMS
	RELATED (but not synonyms)
	BROADER TERMS
	NARROWER TERMS
	VARIANT FORMS (e.g., teach, teaching, teacher, teachers)

	
	
	
	
	
	


Now that you’ve brainstormed synonyms, antonyms, broader and narrower terms, and variant word forms based on your research idea’s key component concepts; take some time to think about possible QUESTION WORDS AND PHRASES that you might apply to your idea;  for example:

	IN WHAT WAY(S)
	TO WHAT EXTENT
	TO WHAT DEGREE
	IN WHAT SITUATIONS


Use some of your brainstorming words and question words to draft 3 focused research questions that you might want to pursue. 
EXAMPLE:
Original research idea:       Rhetorical strategies in presidential campaigns
Research question #1:
To what extent does the Columbus Dispatch bias its critiques of political advertising in favor of one party or another?

Research question #2:
In what ways do family stories told by presidential candidates seem calculated to affect their audience?
Research question #3:
In what particular situations do the presidential candidates tend to let others do their speaking for them?
YOUR TURN:

Original research idea:

Research question #1:

Research question #2:

Research question #3:
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